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We are very pleased that pandemic restrictions have lifted to the extent that we can deliver this newsletter through all the
letter boxes in our area.  Like everyone else, we are looking forward to a more “normal” summer ahead  - and hope the
weather allows the activities and social interaction that many have missed.  We hope you find time to enjoy this newsletter,
with its wide range of articles on aspects of our life in the Grange; and remind you that previous newsletters are all
available in the Newsletter section of our website.
After a successful online Grange Association AGM, we are delighted to welcome Mark Batho, who has been helping deliver
our Talks Programme, to the 2021-22 Committee.  You can find out about him on page 9.   For those who were unable to
join the AGM, our Chair reports on page 6 on the Association’s business during the past year.
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Rev. William King Tweedie
1803-1863

sending seeds and
specimens back to the
botanic gardens at
Glasnevin (Dublin),
Glasgow, Edinburgh,
Liverpool and Kew,
surviving both shipwreck
and near starvation in the
process.  Only two of his
children are known to
have returned to the UK -
his youngest daughter
Cecilia (c.1813-95), who
married an
Aberdeenshire-born
master mariner, John
Presley (1798-1854), in
Buenos Aires in 1831 and settled in Liverpool and later
Liscard, near Birkenhead; and his younger son James
(1816-66) who became a merchant trading between South
America and England and died in Liscard in 1866.
William King Tweedie married Margaret Bell in 1835.  They
had two sons, William (1836-1915) and John (1838-97),
and three daughters.  Their daughters lived in Elie, Fife, for
many years and died unmarried but William and John both
went to India, where John had a relatively unadventurous
career as a member of the Bengal Civil Service.
William, however, enlisted in the 37th Bengal Infantry and
arrived in India in March 1857, two months before the
start of the Indian Mutiny.  He volunteered for service
with the 78th Highlanders and took part in the first relief
of Lucknow and the subsequent defence of the besieged
Residency there.  He went on to have a distinguished
career in India and elsewhere, becoming a recognised
authority on Oriental languages and Indian and Arab

customs before retiring to
Dunscore near Dumfries.  While
serving as Consul General in
Baghdad in the 1880s he
investigated the valuable
Arabian horse trade and wrote
a definitive book on The
Arabian Horse, His Country and
His People (Blackwood's 1894).
William married Emily Harriet
Whitmore (1838-1912) in 1877

but they had no children and he left his property to
Edinburgh University which used it to establish the still
extant Tweedie Exploration Fund for archaeological,
ethnological, sociological or linguistic exploration and
research.

Pat Storey writes about a church minister,
buried in Grange Cemetery, whose relatively
unremarkable life was eclipsed by the
adventures of his father and a son.
Little did I think when I started researching the Reverend
William King Tweedie that he would lead me to plant
collecting in South America and to the Indian Mutiny and
an unrivalled knowledge of the Arabian horse!
Tweedie’s career as a minister followed a not unusual
pattern: he studied at Glasgow, Edinburgh and St
Andrews universities, before becoming tutor to the son of
‘Mr Mudie of Pitmuies’, near Forfar, and travelling in
Europe, visiting France, Switzerland, Italy and Germany.
In July 1832 he was ordained as minister of the Scots
Church, London Wall.  In 1837 he moved to Aberdeen
South Parish and then in 1842 to the Tolbooth Parish in
Edinburgh.  The following year he and most of his
congregation joined the Free Church of Scotland.  They
retained the name of the Tolbooth Church and Tweedie
remained their minister until his death in 1863.
Tweedie was a prominent Free Church minister who
served as Convener of the Free Church Committee on
Foreign Missions 1848-62.  He died on 24 March 1863 at
15 George Square, where he had lived since the mid-
1840s.  The Edinburgh Daily Review commented that the
funeral procession from his house to the Grange
Cemetery, via Crosscauseway, Clerk Street and Grange
Road, was one of the largest seen in Edinburgh for several
years.
Where then do South America and India fit into the story?
William King Tweedie was born in Ayr on 8 May 1803, the
third child and elder son of John Tweedie (c.1774-1862)
and his wife Janet Kingo (1776-1852).  John Tweedie was
a gardener who is said to have learnt his profession
working at Edinburgh Botanic Garden and in Dalkeith.  By
1801 he had moved to Ayrshire where he worked as a
landscape designer at a succession of major country
houses.  Then, aged 50, he and his wife, their five
daughters and younger son, James, emigrated to Buenos
Aires as members of a large group of prospective
colonists.  They left Leith on the sailing ship Symmetry on
22 May 1825, stopped at the Canary Islands and arrived in
Buenos Aires on 8 August.
John Tweedie spent much of the next 37 years exploring
as far afield as Patagonia and Brazil, collecting plants and

Tweedie grave midway along
northern wall of Grange cemetery

1961 edition published by
Borden Publishing
Company, Los Angeles
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Tram Trouble in the Terrace
A local story found by Richard Brown in The Scotsman
letters page of 23 December 1873:

SIR, - It may interest your readers to have the details
of the serious tramway accident which occurred this
evening about half past seven in Hope Terrace,
Grange.  I was an eyewitness of this accident, and very
nearly a sufferer by it. The situation was as follows:-A
cab, containing a young lady, was drawn up at a house
in Hope Terrace.  Another cab, which had conveyed
my brother and myself, was drawn up a few doors to
the eastward.  Suddenly, a tramway car approached
from the west, apparently at full speed, and dashed
into the cab containing the young lady.  The cab horse
(the cabman was off the cab ringing the door bell)
took alarm, and rushed along eastwards, smashing
two lamps in its career, and dashing against our cab,
over which the affrighted horse fell prostrate to the
ground.  The young lady escaped by a miracle, having
been pitched out of her cab.  Our cab was seriously
damaged, and had we been in it (I was paying the
driver his fare when it happened) we might both have
been killed.

The question at once occurs, who was to blame?  I
think the driver of the tramcar.  For this reason, that
he must have known that owing to the closeness of
the tramway line to the pavement on Hope Terrace
(only 1½ feet), no cab could be drawn up on his side
of the road, as was the one containing the young lady,
without certain collision.  He must have seen the cab,
as gas lamps were near.  The tramcar driver was
therefore to blame, as he should have slowed or
stopped instead of recklessly driving on.  He should
be brought to justice.- I am, &c.-                         RR

Royal Hospital for Sick Children

NHS Lothian planned to move the “Sick Kids’” to the Little
France site in 2016.  To prevent vandalism, the Sciennes site
was put on the market while it was still in use and was sold to
the Downing Group in 2017.  As we all know, the move to the
new site was delayed several times because of problems with
the new building but on 24-25 March 2021 the patients were
finally moved to the new accommodation.  Downing are
expected to take over the Sciennes site in June/July and start
work immediately.   The plans for the site include converting
the main building into luxury flats and demolishing some of
the 20�� century additions.  They will build a new block on the
east side of Sylvan Place which will include affordable housing
and student accommodation.  The grade A mortuary which
houses the Phoebe Traquair murals is to be preserved,
probably with a flat on the first floor.  There are ongoing
discussions on the essential long-term care and preservation
of the murals.

Sue Tritton gives an update on what
is happening in Grange Cemetery:
Over the past year it has been very noticeable how popular
the cemetery has been with local people wanting a quiet
space to wander, enjoy a cup of coffee or just walk round with
one of our booklets about notable graves.  Both booklets have
been reprinted during lockdown and continue to be regularly
taken by visitors.
The Grange Association has approved spending on the re-
erection of some of the large monuments which are too
heavy for those working on the Southside Graveyard Project
for restoration of smaller monuments.  Detailed estimates are
being sought and it is hoped that about 12-15 of these
monuments can be re-erected.
A (socially distanced) meeting with Council officials was
arranged in March.  Following that meeting the Council has

agreed to print copies of the “More Notables” booklet; given
us permission to use the space in the Council Notice Board at
the west entrance; ordered spring bulbs for volunteers to
plant; and approved suggestions about help with general
gardening in the Cemetery.   It is hoped that the promised
bulbs will arrive shortly.  It was agreed that we would take
whatever bulbs we are offered – probably a selection of
daffodils, snowdrops, bluebells and crocuses. Other
improvements in the Cemetery are under discussion and will
be reported on later.
Anyone who is willing to help with any of these activities, or
has suggestions or queries, is invited to contact us via
cemetery@grangeassociation.com

Roger Kellett

mailto:cemetery@grangeassociation.com
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LOCAL INTEREST

Playing Out - Street Play
Did you know that Edinburgh Council
allows you to close a residential
street to traffic for a few hours, free
of charge, on several occasions, as
long as you are not on a bus route or
there are roadworks?  This is a great
way for children to play safely and
for neighbours to get to know one
another.  There is guidance and
application forms at :
https://cultureedinburgh.com/plan-
my-eventpermissions/roads.  You
need to give the council at least 12
weeks notice, so now is the time to
get started!  Try emailing
events@edinburgh.gov.uk if you
need help.

“If like me you have read many accounts of people falling for a
financial scam and thought – how stupid can you be – please
read on.
It all started with a call on my landline from the Bank of
Scotland (except it wasn’t) around 10:30 on a Saturday
morning.  I checked the number shown on my handset and
phoned it using my mobile and it was indeed the Bank of
Scotland (except it wasn’t).  Having in my own mind
established the call was genuine, I was persuaded that I was
the victim of a cyber attack and several amounts were about
to be taken out of 3 accounts I control in 3 different banks.  As
an alleged crime had apparently been committed and the so-
called Police were now involved (this was the fake lure), I was
instructed to download virus detection software called ‘Team
Viewer’ which fortunately my computer blocked.  I discovered
later that this software was NOT in fact virus  detection
software (another lie) but would have given the scammers
control of my screen.  I then had to follow ‘protocols’ which
involved moving sums of money around.

Nearly 4 hours later having spoken to 5 different people it
finally dawned on me that I had been scammed – big time.
I do not regard myself as being either financially naïve or
gullible but on reflection in the cold light of day I realised I
had broken two  cardinal rules:- DO NOT TRANSFER MONEY
TO AN ACCOUNT YOU DO NOT RECOGNISE and DO NOT
DOWNLOAD SOFTWARE YOU ARE NOT FAMILIAR WITH -
NO MATTER HOW LOGICAL AND PERSUASIVE THE
ARGUMENTS APPEAR.
How do I feel after the event? angry? – yes; idiotic? –
certainly; embarrassed? – absolutely! This last reaction is
part of the problem with this crime – people are too
embarrassed to own up to having been duped and therefore
it is suspected to be more widespread than it appears.
Please remember no one is immune to this epidemic within
the pandemic. If this tale stops even one other person from
being scammed I shall feel something good has come out of
my bad experience.”

A Cautionary Tale

If you have a suspicious interaction, be it via your
landline, mobile phone, text message or email please

follow the guidance on the Police Scotland website and
call Police on 101.

Parking changes – B1 zone
There are proposals to change the parking
controls in the B1 zone.  Currently, only
permit holders can park in the 90-minute
weekday controlled period in parts of
some streets, while the rest of the streets

remain free for anyone to park indefinitely. The proposals would
change B1 into a Controlled Parking Zone, similar to that to the
north in the S1 zone, where there is no uncontrolled (free)
parking during the controlled hours.

The Council is asking residents to share their views at:
www.consultprojectcentre.co.uk/ph3-b1 by Sunday 30 May.
The detailed proposals for each street are also available at that
website.  As part of its early engagement, the Council wants to
know what difficulties you experience with parking in the area,
as well as your views (for or against) on what is being proposed.
Feedback from this engagement will inform its decision making
and designs. Amendments, where possible, will be made to
reflect these comments.

shared by a Grange Association member

Lucy Richardson

https://www.consultprojectcentre.co.uk/ph3-b1
https://cultureedinburgh.com/plan-my-eventpermissions/roads
mailto:events@edinburgh.gov.uk
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information about the Grange Cemetery, which has been
popular with those seeking outdoor walks during lockdown.
New web pages have been developed with more information
on notable burials, as well as a detailed map of the trees in the
cemetery by Peter Pitkin.

In 2020, there were 95 planning
applications in the Grange, a reduction
of 16% compared with 2019.   Where
members have agreed we can use their
e-mail addresses, we notify them of the

applications close to them and ask for their comments.
We lodged objections on 12 of the 95 applications (relating to
a total of eight properties), and made a comment on one other.
In some of these, changes were then made to soften the effect
on the area.  Only three of the applications to which we
objected (at two properties) have been granted unamended.
In addition, 105 notifications of proposed work on trees within
the conservation area were posted on the council’s planning
website in 2020 – eleven more than in 2019. The Association
commented to the council on eleven cases.

Because of the coronavirus restrictions,
we were unable to ask our team to
deliver our Newsletters  in May 2020
and  January 2021, and so those
editions were published online only.

Our thanks go to Jenny Dawe, the newsletter editor, for her
perseverance in maintaining such consistently high-quality
newsletters for us all throughout this difficult year.
We provide a rich source of historic and current information
through our website www.grangeassociation.org.  There are
links on the site for each of our activities.  Archive, reference
material and historic maps are available in our Library.
We continue to seek ways to be more relevant to those who
live and work in the Grange and to encourage membership and
participation in our activities.  You can Join the Association by
completing a simple form on our website.  Members and others
are encouraged to offer support, contributions and ideas to
help with our work.  Our committee includes sub-groups which:
review planning applications; provide information about the
Grange cemetery; develop and enhance our online services;
and manage our events programme. If you would like to join
any of these sub-groups, or the Committee, to help with our
work in the Grange, please complete the “Participate” form
on our website.

Our 2021 AGM was held online on 16 March.  It was
attended by about 90 members and received reports for

the year 2020 from the Officers of the Association.
The year had been dominated by the effects of the coronavirus
pandemic.  The Grange Association had responded in March
with its Helpers scheme, which recruited almost 400 Helpers
to offer support to those nearby who needed shopping or other
errands.  The positive, neighbourly sentiment from so many
residents was heart-warming, especially at the difficult time
when many were feeling alone or vulnerable.
Membership of the Grange Association has continued to grow
despite (or maybe because of) the pandemic, as more residents
see the benefits that being connected with others in the Grange
can provide, not just in a crisis. We had 440 members at the
end of 2020, an increase of 7% over the year.
Our services lie in four categories: Participation, Appreciation,
Development and Information.

For the third year, the Association led
teams of residents in leaf clearing,
collecting the fallen leaves from the
pavements and gullies before they
become mulched and slippery.  The

team was also active during the snow fall in January and
February 2021 (albeit each person working in isolation) and has
been encouraging householders to keep the pavements outside
their properties clear and safer.  Our website has been updated
with new information on Roads & Pavements.   Sue Tritton
leads this work and we are extremely grateful for her hard work
and dedication to make this leaf- and snow-clearing work such
a visible and valuable contribution to the Grange and the
community.   The Grange Fair and the Garden Group’s ‘Summer
Outing’ were cancelled in 2020 because the coronavirus
restrictions prohibited gatherings of people.
We continued to participate in our area’s Community Councils
throughout 2020, providing input to Council and other
consultations and joining the online meetings.

Jean McCutcheon took over as Events
co-ordinator after the sad passing of
Isobel Miller, maintaining and
developing the programme for
2020/21.   Our online Events have

received large audiences.  The talk by Tom Cunningham and
Alexander McCall-Smith in December 2020 was especially
popular.
Our   cemetery  group   continues   to   research   and   publish

COVID-19 pandemic restrictions meant that the 2021 Annual General Meeting of
the Grange Association (GA) had to be held online.

Here, Nigel Ayton, GA Chair, gives highlights of his report to the meeting.

http://gaedin.co.uk/wp/roads-and-pavements
http://gaedin.co.uk/wp/about
http://gaedin.co.uk/wp/events-2020-21
http://gaedin.co.uk/wp/cemetery
http://gaedin.co.uk/wp/planning-2/planning-applications-2021
http://gaedin.co.uk/wp/planning-2/planning-applications-2021
http://gaedin.co.uk/wp/planning-2/tree-work-notifications-2021
http://gaedin.co.uk/wp/newsletters
http://gaedin.co.uk/wp/library
http://gaedin.co.uk/wp/join
http://gaedin.co.uk/wp/participate
https://www.grangeassociation.org
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Eidyn Care is an award winning care at home
service which provides quality care in the

comfort of your own home.

Excellent rating from
Care Inspectorate
Experienced Caregivers
Hourly Care
Companionship

Personal Care
Medicine Prompt
Meal Preparation
Fully Insured
Palliative Care

Email:
Tel:

When Lockdown started in March 2020, I decided that a nice
local walk was to watch the wildlife on Blackford Pond.  The
swans had just built their nest on the island and a parent was
sitting on the eggs.  Other waterfowl were nesting nearby –
the grebes and mallards had babies but most of these didn’t
survive – I was told that the gulls took many of them.  In
early May I was delighted to see a flotilla of 6 cygnets being
carefully tended by both parents.  Over the summer many
visitors enjoyed watching this family grow. Sometimes the
cygnets tried some independence and moved away from
their parents – only to be herded back into line.  In the
meantime, many visitors were amazed by the increased
population of rats – easily seen from the path round the
pond, especially near the notice board, attracted by bread
and grain intended for the water birds.  It was easy to see
about 20 rats of varying sizes scurrying in and out of burrows
– some visitors liked them and deliberately fed them.
The cygnets continued to thrive and began to assert their
independence by swimming away from the parents.  In the
late autumn the parents were seen teaching the young to fly
– on some days one parent and two cygnets were missing
from the pond.  Then, in December, two of the young
disappeared – does anyone know where they go?  Over
Christmas the pond flooded; the path became almost

 impassable except in
wellingtons; and the island was
almost washed away.
Apparently, the pond outlet at
the east end gets blocked and
has to be manually cleared.
The water level went down a
bit; the island half appeared;
there was more rain and snow

and the pond overflowed again.  The parent swans started
investigating the island but I was concerned that there wasn’t
enough dry land for a nest.  In January two more cygnets flew
away; another cygnet left in February leaving just one of last
year’s brood.   At the end of March, the remaining cygnet
was seen sitting well away from the parents – I was told that
the parents finally chased it away.  Over the Easter weekend I
saw a parent swan sitting on a nest on the island and the
cycle started again.  By the time you read this there may be a
new family of cygnets
The water level is still higher than it should be – I haven’t
seen the rats (have their burrows been flooded and have
they moved elsewhere?). Visitors are enjoying the benches; I
have seen Hamish Mackenzie painting the benches and
wonder if visitors know they are maintained by a local
volunteer - many thanks to him.

Lockdown year at Blackford Pond

Sue Tritton

Photo: Eleanor Pyrah

mailto:admin@viewpoint.org.uk
https://www.eidyncare.co.uk
mailto:info@eidyncare.co.uk
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The peregrines returned to their nest site on the crags at
Holyrood at the beginning of March this year and the

small amount of white guano, indicating their customary
perches, confirmed they hadn't been in residence long.  Their
re-appearance coincided with safety work finally being
started on the rock face along the Radical Road passing
through Salisbury Crags.
The path has been closed for about three years and blocked
at either end with heavy steel barriers and DANGER warning
signs, frequently ignored by foolhardy walkers.  Many
significant rock falls have been recorded within the park since
2007, including a 100 ton fall on the Radical Road in 2011.
Severe winters with ice and snow have made the rocks more
unstable.  A report was made for Historic Environment
Scotland by engineering geologists and work has now begun.
Edinburgh-born James Hutton, the Scottish founding father of
modern geology, studied the volcanic rock on the crags during
the 18th century and arrived at his theory of how the world
was formed.  The Geology Department at the King's Buildings
gives guided walks around the Queen's Park for students and
the general public.  Hard hats and hiking boots are essential
for the tour.
There were three climbing ropes fixed at the top of the cliff
face hanging loose, down to the path below, passing close to
the nest ledge.  I was surprised that safety work had been
started so near to the breeding season and that any serious
disturbance may lead the falcons to move elsewhere.  As far
as I knew, there were no eggs in the nest because the falcons
were away for long periods before they were disturbed.
On a second visit to the eyrie on a cold blustery day I watched
the tiercel mount the falcon twice within ten minutes beating
his wings to keep his balance.  Very impressive considering a
gale force wind and his needle-sharp talons tucked safely into
his closed fists to avoid piercing his partner's back.  He then
took off and disappeared in the direction of the palace while
his lady love preened her feathers.  When he returned they
perched close to each other until the team of workmen
arrived in hi viz clothing and hard hats to work on the loose
stones that had ended up on the path directly below the nest.
The birds were not happy being disturbed and flew across the
road above the car park where I was standing.  The perfect
place to witness some wonderful aerobatics without the need
of binoculars.  Twenty minutes of effortless flight assisted by
the strong westerly wind.  Both birds made a dramatic stoop
on a passing crow from a great height missing it by inches;
they could have made a lethal strike but didn't, possibly
because they had been plucking a feral pigeon on the ledge
earlier. I started to watch the men across the road under the
nest site picking up the loose rocks and clearing the path by
tossing them down the steep 45 degree slope towards the
road below.  Most of the fragments didn't travel far down and

Two birds with one stone  lodged in the tussocky dead grass.  That was until a bigger
boulder was heaved over the rim and bounced several times
gaining momentum down towards the road and traffic.  Near
the foot of the hill, where it levelled out, were two rickety
cleft wooden fences running parallel one above the other.
The boulder bounced over the first one and then crashed
into the lower one smashing the wooden staves but was held
by the three strands of twisted wire.  What the workmen
above were unable to see down below was a man with a dog
walking briskly towards the crash scene totally unaware that
he was so close to danger.  The man's upward view was
obscured by the giant gorse bushes just before he
reached the clearing where the fences were.  I felt I was
about to witness a tragedy seconds away and there was
nothing I could do about it.  Five minutes later several
vehicles arrived at the scene with parking cones, red and
white danger tape and a man with a megaphone.
Fortunately, one of the park rangers must have seen what I
saw.
Just as I was about to drive away from the car park, a smartly
dressed chap arrived at the van parked beside mine,
shouldering an impressive amount of camera equipment and
a hefty tripod.
"Have you been filming the peregrines?" I asked him.
"No, I've been filming Nicola Sturgeon across the road."

------------------------------------------
Closer to home, we've had the opportunity to observe nature
from our bathroom window, watching a pair of magpies
building their great domed nest in the top of the magnificent
chestnut tree directly opposite.  [A typical nest is shown
below.]  The building work started about three weeks ago
without the need of planning permission, always a sensitive
issue in the Grange
and rightly so, as
readers of the
newsletter will be
aware. The pyat's
nest is what I would
describe as Clyde
built, well anchored
into the pliable
budding branches of the tree with thick strong twigs forming
a sturdy roof to keep the crows out and mud, gathered from
the leaf mould in the gutter, to line the nest. All local building
materials.  (In China, one pair of magpies were rather more
adventurous and constructed part of their nest using wire
coat hangers filched from the balcony of a student's flat).
There is a grey squirrel's drey below our magpie's nest in the
fork of the tree halfway down. I am expecting some aggro
when those non couthy neighbours disagree about the
tenancy arrangements.  The squirrels have nested there for at
least ten years and theoretically have the deeds to the
property by length of residency.  Both parties are contenders.
Watch this space.

Jamain, CC BY-SA3.0
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SPOTLIGHT on Mark Batho,
the most recent addition to the Grange

Association Committee
My wife and I have lived in the
Grange since 1994, when we
moved down the hill from Liberton.
But it was retirement last summer
that finally prompted me to join
the Grange Association.
In my professional life I worked as
a civil servant for 30 years, went on
to the Scottish Further and Higher
Education Funding Council for 5

years, before moving to Abertay University in Dundee to
head up the administrative side of things in 2013 - which
was a really great place to complete my career.  Apart from
the Grange Association, my life now revolves around my
wife and 3 grown-up children (all currently in Edinburgh)
and my 2 very small grandchildren; my dog (who has never
had so much exercise as during lockdown); and St Giles'
Cathedral where I have sung in the choir for 40 years and
where I am currently Session Clerk.  The Grange has been a
wonderful place to live and to bring up a family.  It's such a
joy to step out of the front door and in 15 minutes to be on
the top of Blackford Hill or crossing the Meadows.  I very
much hope that as part of the Association I can now make
a useful contribution to my home patch.

Cherry Blossom by Peter Pitkin
Although its season has passed, I feel it’s
worth including a short piece on cherry
blossom.  There are some fine ornamental
cherry trees in the Grange.  Among the
best, perhaps, are the massive single-
flowered whites in the cemetery.  These
are the wild cherry, or gean, and they do
produce some fruit, albeit rather small and
sour.  There are some similar impressive
trees in the Astley Ainslie Hospital (AAH)
grounds, where there are also some fine
specimens of the double-flowered form
which flowers about a week later.

Conspicuous both in the cemetery and at the AAH is the pink-
flowered Japanese ‘Kanzan’, which this year is in full flower in
the last week of April.   Kanzan is the cherry lining the walks that
cross the Meadows; it is also very frequent in gardens.  The AAH
trees, which are probably the largest in our area, were allegedly
planted at the end of the last war.  The pink certainly makes an
impression, but is less refined than the gean, and even perhaps a
little blowsy.  If you are thinking of planting one, there is a rather
more graceful double pink called Pink Perfection that you might
prefer – or the paler ‘Hokusai’, which you can see at the AAH on
the lawn below Morelands.
There are dozens of ornamental cherry varieties. The National
Collection of ornamental flowering cherries at Keele University
numbers more than 200 species and varieties, photos of all of
which are on the university website.  Alistair Scott in Trees of the
Grange (1995) records just six species and eight varieties.  He
didn’t claim this was a complete list for the area, and there are
now certainly many more.  I can mention just a few.
‘Amanogawa’ is easily recognisable from its narrow vertical
shape – like a Lombardy poplar, at least when young.  Its flowers
are loosely double and pale pink, and, depending on the season,
it can flower a little earlier than Kanzan.  Its only disadvantage is
that in exposed situations it struggles to keep its neat shape.  It is
probably the commonest flowering cherry in Grange gardens
after the gean and Kanzan (and possibly the dwarf form of
Prunus incisa which has become popular over recent years).
Prunus subhirtella ‘Autumnalis’ flowers throughout the winter
and, although it is pretty, it seldom puts on a striking display,
some years being burnt-out before Christmas.  One of the
earliest to flower is ‘Accolade’ which, from late February
onward, has abundant, semi-double, rosy pink flowers  on
delicate dangling twigs.  There is a very fine, characteristically
spreading tree in front of Monkwood Court on Kilgraston Road.
Prunus sargentii deserves a mention, not so much for its flowers,
which are an unobjectionable pink, but for its precocious
autumn colour.  Its leaves turn bright scarlet well before the end
of September. There are several good specimens in the Grange.
Finally, a mention of one cherry grown for its bark rather than its
flowers – Prunus serrula.  Quoting Alistair Scott: this has
‘arguably the most attractive bark of any tree’ and ‘will reward
meticulous attention’.  So look out for it.

Roger Kellett reports that NHS Lothian has issued the following
statement:
“At this time the focus of NHS Lothian remains that the Astley
Ainslie Hospital is an active healthcare site pending a further
review of the business cases for service reprovision.  This will be
undertaken in the light of the Scottish Government’s spending
review and return to a nearer normal working status post
pandemic.  An updated potential disposal programme (including
advance studies or works) is not available yet.”
At this time, the length of delay is unknown but it could be
several years.  We are hoping to get a firm commitment from
NHS Lothian that they will not proceed with a sale before the
Place Brief has been produced and the community consulted.

Astley Ainslie update

WANTED - Linen thread Number 18
Tom Breheny, our Nature Notes writer, has an interesting
hobby in recycling old leather and beading it, Plains Indian
style, to make pouches and cases.  He finds it difficult to get
traditional natural materials, with synthetic threads having
taken over.  Beeswaxed linen is best for his needs, making
knots that don’t slip.   If anyone has an unused reel of
Barbour’s Irish linen thread in their sewing baskets, he’d be
happy to pay for it.  Email: tom@breheny.com

mailto:tom@breheny.com
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PLANNING UPDATE by Nigel Ayton
Check the planning guidance on our website to see whether you need permission to do work to your home or to lop or

fell any tree in the Grange: www.grangeassociation.org
All planning applications and notifications of tree work in the Grange can also be viewed there.

Since the last newsletter, which included applications pending for 12 properties, there have been 47 new applications and
34 decisions for planning and/or listed building consent in the Grange.  We lodged comments on 8 of these new applications.

Applications granted:
5 Sciennes Gardens EH9 1NR Replacement GF rear

 extension
12 Sciennes Gardens EH9 1NR  Front garden wall repair,

 railings and amended
 driveway

1 Tantallon Place EH9 1NY Extension to side and rear;
                new windows
Δ  11 Grange Court EH9 1PX uPVC windows and doors
        Granted on appeal
§ 10 Chalmers Crescent EH9 1TS Change of use from NHS
        offices to single residential
                house
§ 3A Chalmers Crescent EH9 1TW Internal alterations;
        Amended external
        downpipes and vent
*§ 57 Grange Road EH9 1TY  Garden room extension and
        LBC for internal alterations
1 Hatton Place EH9 1UD Bi-folding doors to rear
14-16 Hope Terrace EH9 2AR Demolition of non-original
                garage and extensions
73 Grange Loan EH9 2EG Summerhouse in rear garden
§ 2F1, 27 S. Oswald Rd EH9 2HH LBC to upgrade windows
22A Mortonhall Road EH9 2HN Attic conversion
16 Mortonhall Road EH9 2HW GF extension
§ 31 Mansionhouse Road EH9 2JD LBC to upgrade rear
        windows
§ 32 Mansionhouse Road EH9 2JD LBC for en-suite bathroom
§ 33 Mansionhouse Road EH9 2JD Replace sunroom with
        orangery; reconfigure
        driveway and railings
28 Findhorn Place EH9 2JP Detached garden room
3 Findhorn Place EH9 2JR Extension and alterations
19 Findhorn Place EH9 2JR Garden room extension
17 Cumin Place EH9 2JX Extension; new boundary
        wall and relocate gates;
        landscaping
51 Fountainhall Road EH9 2LH Replace conservatory; new
        wall, patio and gates
§ 55 Fountainhall Road EH9 2LH LBC to increase height of
        window
17 St Alban’s Road EH9 2LT GF side extension
30 St Alban’s Road EH9 2LU Fence to rear
92 Relugas Road EH9 2LZ CLP for alterations to rear
        windows and doors
40 Findhorn Place EH9 2NT Side door from kitchen
7 St Alban’s Road EH9 2PA Change of use
21 Blackford Avenue EH9 2PJ GF rear extension
15 Relugas Road EH9 2PT Detached garage
        conversion
12 Relugas Place EH9 2PY GF extension to front

PLANNING APPLICATIONS and DECISIONS   January - April 2021

5 Sciennes Gardens EH9 1NR      Create driveway -Withdrawn
§ 33 Mortonhall Road EH9 2HN LBC for internal  alterations, lift,
            and rear balcony - Withdrawn
*§ 24 Mansionhouse Rd EH9 2JD Rear GF extension & internal
                   alteration - Withdrawn
* 34 Blackford Avenue EH9 2PP Replace house with Passivhaus
            design - Refused
Applications pending at 20 April 2021:
*§ RHSC Mortuary Chapel, Conversion to residential use
 9 Sciennes Road EH9 1LF      with public access to murals;
                demolition of linking buildings
Omnicare pharmacy,
 156 Causewayside EH9 1PR Projecting illuminated sign
§ 1F 3 Palmerston Road EH9 1TL LBC for relocated boiler flue to
            side
* 4B Palmerston Road EH9 1TN Change of use for short term
                   lets
§ 8 Grange Road EH9 1UH       3 gates; black doors and
                   windows
§ 2F 18 Strathearn Road EH9 2AE CLE for gas flue
* 14-16 Hope Terrace EH9 2AR Restore NHS site to 2 resident’l
            villas and 1 new house
13 Kilgraston Road EH9 2DX      Rear two storey extension
2A Blackford Avenue EH9 2ET      Replacement boundary wall
§ 2 Oswald Road EH9 2HF LBC for French doors to rear
§ Astley Ainslie, Fencing behind 145-157 Grange
 143 Grange Loan EH9 2HL Loan
§ 31 Mortonhall Road EH9 2HN LBC to remove press, fireplace
            and balustrade
§ 33 Mortonhall Road EH9 2HN LBC for internal door, drainage
            pipes and vent
§ 4 Mortonhall Road EH9 2HW Garage conversion
*§ 24 Mansionhouse Rd EH9 2JD Rear GF extension and glazed
            link to garage
*§ 30 Mansionhouse Rd EH9 2JD New garage with playroom
            above
* 10 Seton Place EH9 2JT Replace rear extension
*§ 61 Fountainhall Road EH9 2LH Convert garage to living space;
            LBC for internal alterations
§ 17 St Thomas Road EH9 2LR Roofspace conversion and new
            dormers
60 St Alban’s Road EH9 2LX New path, gates and fence
* 60A St Alban’s Road EH9 2LX 1F dormer with roof terrace;
            relocate front door
* 9 Relugas Road EH9 2NE Change of use from railway to
            private garden. Erect fence.
23 Dalrymple Crescent EH9 2NX Solar panels; replacement
            windows, doors and gatepost
25A Dalrymple Crescent EH9 2NX Garden room
3 Relugas Place EH9 2PY Porch to front

Applications refused, withdrawn or being appealed:

   LBC = Listed Building Consent
  CLP (CLE)   = Certificate of Lawfulness Proposed (Existing)
GF/1F/2F = Ground Floor/First Floor/Second Floor

§   =  Listed Building
*  =  Comment or objection submitted by Grange Association
Δ  =  Appeal concluded

https://www.grangeassociation.org
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GARDENING/USEFUL CONTACTS
Gardening matters

Acid Test
A walk around the Grange in spring confirms that most of
us are probably gardening on acid soil, that is soil with a pH
level below 7.  The pictures of a camellia (below) and a

magnolia unfurling over
stone walls (right) were
snapped at opposite
sides of the Grange.   On
my walk I also passed an
enormous rhododendron
that looked as at home
as if it were covering a
Chinese hillside.    Among
other garden-worthy
options for acid soil are
pieris, ceanothus,
heathers, Japanese
anemones, strawberries
and blueberries.

It used to be said that hydrangea flowers are blue on acid
soil and pink on alkaline, but my impression is that there
are many newer varieties that do not necessarily conform
to this rule of thumb.

In general, it is
easier and cheaper
to make the best of
the type of soil you
have and plant
material that will be
able to cope with
acidic conditions.
When feeding and
mulching serious
acid-lovers such as
azaleas and rhododendrons, remember to use a specialist
feed and ericaceous compost or home-made leaf mould as
a soil improver but, please, for environmental reasons, not
peat.
The majority of plants are said to prefer a neutral soil but,
judging from some lovely local gardens, many seem to
cope with mild acidity.  If you want to grow plants that
thrive in alkaline conditions, brassicas, for instance, you
can try adding lime or sulphur to the soil or consider also
growing them in a raised bed where it is easier to control
the conditions.
Members of the Garden Group are continuing to donate
their surplus plants to other members for which many
thanks. My hope is that as the summer wears on we can
also meet up for garden chat and cake.

MP for Edinburgh South:  Ian Murray
Tel: 0131 662 4520 ian.murray.mp@parliament.uk
Office: 31 Minto Street, Edinburgh EH9 2BT

MSP for Edinburgh Southern:  Daniel Johnson
Tel: 0131 541 2145 daniel.johnson.msp@parliament.scot
Office: 134 Comiston Road, Edinburgh EH10 5QN

Local Councillors
Tel: 0131 200 2000
Email: first name.surname@edinburgh.gov.uk
Address:  City of Edinburgh Council, City Chambers, High
Street, Edinburgh  EH1 1YJ;

Southside/Newington Morningside
 Steve Burgess               Nick Cook

Alison Dickie         Melanie Main
Ian Perry          Neil Ross
Cameron Rose              Mandy Watt

USEFUL CONTACTS

Edythe Murie

To join the Grange Garden Exchange group and to hear
about future activities write to:

gardens@grangeassociation.com
or phone Edythe Murie 07779 763930

mailto:gardens@grangeassociation.com
mailto:ian.murray.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:daniel.johnson.msp@parliament.scot
https://www.tldallas.com
mailto:privateclients@tldallas.com
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Fiona Hastie - Self-employed
Mobile/Freelance Hairdresser

Hairdressing in your own home by Jenners trained stylist
with many years’ experience.  For an appointment to

suit,  please call mobile 07932 763522;  home 0131 447
1968;  or email  fionahastie@me.com

G

We Offer a FULL Grocery Range which
includes Instore Bakery, Chilled & Frozen
Foods, Newspapers & Magazines
PLUS...
A Great Range of Wines, Beers & Spirits
at Great Prices!

WE CAN ALSO OFFER YOU FREE HOME DELIVERY

www.avenuestore.co.uk
for details and offers

WE ARE OPEN 7 DAYS
from 6.30am until 8pm

The Avenue Store
36 Blackford Avenue
EH9 2PP
0131 668 3274

Winter 20-21 talks
The 2020–21 (Zoom) season was very successful, with
audiences averaging over 100.  The wide range of topics
covered The History of the Edinburgh Festival, Luxury Hotels
in Scotland and Beyond, Words and Music (with Tom
Cunningham and Alexander McCall Smith), Is Hydrogen the
Answer?, Age Scotland and Navigating Complex Futures
(featuring the Edinburgh Futures Institute in the former
Edinburgh Royal Infirmary) – all presented to a very high
standard.
We are extremely grateful to all those involved, including
Neil Robb, our technical adviser, whose expertise ensured
every session ran smoothly. We greatly regret that  Isobel
Miller, the previous organiser, sadly did not survive to see
the second half.
Links to various aspects of the meetings (including the AGM)
are now available on the Events page of our website.

2021–2022 talks season
The new season of talks will start on 19 October 2021.  The
next Newsletter will give details of the subjects and
speakers.   We hope very much we will be able to meet up as
usual in St Catherine’s Argyle Church, Grange Road.
We have some exciting potential speakers and topics but
please let us know if you have any suggestions.

Jean McCutcheon, Talks Organiser
events@grangeassociation.com

mailto:events@grangeassociation.com
http://www.avenuestore.co.uk
https://www.ramsaycornish.com
mailto:info@ramsaycornish.com
mailto:fionahastie@me.com
mailto:anna@janefieldconsulting.com
https://www.JanefieldConsulting.com

