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What strange times we are living in right now. The Grange Association wishes all local residents and their families well
and hopes that something resembling previous normal lives will be resumed as soon as it is considered safe to do so.
This edition of the newsletter is available online only. For obvious reasons, we did not want to compromise our
deliverers at this time. Please pass the newsletter link (http://gaedin.co.uk/wp/newsletters) to anyone you know who
you think might be interested to read about the Association’s activities, a delightful piece on his childhood by our
Nature Notes writer, contributions on gardening and trees, the Grange Award 2020, a story of a life well-spent from
Gujranwala to the Grange, and much more.
Jenny Dawe, Editor
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HISTORY & HERITAGE
Much of Kinross’s work was ecclesiastical - e.g. St Peter’s
Episcopal Church and rectory at Fraserburgh (1889-91) - or
the restoration/re-development of older buildings.
Following his visit to Italy he published Details from Italian
Buildings Chiefly Renaissance in 1882 which attracted the
Pat Storey is an invaluable member of the Grange
attention of John Patrick
Cemetery group, set up as a sub-group of the
Crichton-Stuart, 3rd
Grange Association to provide information about
Marquess of Bute (1847some of the notable people commemorated there.
1900), who gave him a
Here, she tells us about an architect, well-known for number of commissions
his restoration and ecclesiastical work, buried at the including restoration work
at Falkland Palace. Another
western side of the southern section of the southmajor project was work at
west extension.
Manderston House for Sir
John Kinross was born in Stirling on 30 July 1855, the
James Miller beginning in
second of four sons of William Kinross (c.1810-1874), a
coach builder, and his second wife Ann Marshall. William 1890 with minor
developments and
Kinross was head of the firm of Kinross & Co., employing
culminating in a major re70 men in 1851 and 64 in 1861.
modelling of the house in
William’s first wife, Janet Buchanan, had born him two
the early 1900s. After the
sons, George and James, before her death in 1847. They
First World War he
carried on the coach-building business while his sons by
designed a number of war
his second marriage went into other occupations. William
memorials including
(1852-1901) became a paper
memorials at Cockburnspath, Cupar and Fettes College.
hanging merchant, a partner in
the firm of Lothian & Kinross in Kinross’s limited amount of small-scale domestic
Edinburgh from c. 1879, and is architecture included, in Edinburgh, The Red House, 1
Cluny Gardens (1886); 24 Oswald Road (c. 1888); 31, 33,
buried in Newington
Cemetery. Henry (1858-1916) 35 Mortonhall Road & 14 Oswald Road (1898, built as a
and David (1863-1936) stayed group) and 22 Hermitage Drive (1920).
In the 1890s Kinross lived at 1 (now 9) West Savile Terrace
in Falkirk becoming grain
until 1898/9 when he moved to 33 Mortonhall Road
merchants.
(Seven Gables), which had been built for him. In 1911 he
John Kinross served his
apprenticeship as an architect moved to 67 Braid Road and in 1921 moved again, to 2
Abercromby Place, which had been his business address
with John Hutchinson in
since 1898. He died there on 7 January 1931.
Glasgow (1870-75) and then
John Kinross by William worked as an assistant with
Kinross married (Mary Louisa) Margaret Hall (1863-1935)
Birnie Rhind 1922 Wardrop and Reid in
at Helmsley Parish Church, Yorkshire, on 13 August 1889.
CC BY-SA 4.0 Edinburgh (1875-80). He
They had four children: Margaret Anne Rushton (b. & d.
Stephencdickson
1891), Kathleen Mabel (1892-93), Eveleen Mary (1894visited Italy in the winter of
1969) and John Blythe (1904-89). Eveleen remained in
1880-81 before settling in Edinburgh to work, initially in
partnership with Henry Seymour (1882-89), but mostly on Abercromby Place and taught music but John Blythe
Kinross moved to London and pursued a business career
his own apart from partnerships with Harold Ogle
which made him a wealthy man. He set up the John
Tarbolton (1897-1905), and James Inch Morrison, (1920Kinross Memorial Fund in 1982 in memory of his father to
23).
assist students of Architecture and Fine Art in established
Kinross was actively involved in the Edinburgh
Architectural Association from 1882 and was its President centres in Scotland to spend three months in Florence.
1890-92. He was elected an Associate of the Royal
We welcome pieces on “Notables” in Grange Cemetery.
Scottish Academy (RSA) in 1893 and a full Academician in
Contact liaison@grangeassociation.com with your
1905, serving on the RSA Council for many years, including suggestions.
as Treasurer from January 1924 until his death.

John Kinross, architect
1855-1931
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GRANGE ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES
Lucy Richardson. Sue was thanked for
her dedication and hard work. Contact
details for the new Committee are on
e were fortunate to hold our AGM
page 2 of this newsletter and on our
on 3 March, just before the
website. The meeting was told of plans
restrictions on public gatherings were
for 2020 to provide an information hub
introduced. The meeting was well
for environmental matters in the
attended and the papers are available in
Grange, such as home insulation,
the Library section of our website,
electric vehicle charging and recycling.
http://gaedin.co.uk/wp/library. The
We also described plans to update our
Chair reported that 2019 had been
website. Our plans have since been
another successful year for the Association, which had seen a overtaken, of course, by the Coronavirus outbreak which has
9% increase in membership to 411 households. He paid
diverted our attention to helping others in the Grange.
tribute to the tireless work of Sue Tritton in leading the leaf
However, this has refocused us on the need to be digitally
clearing teams in the autumn which had made a very visible
agile and our web site and digital communications have been
improvement to the streets prior to the worst of the winter.
at the forefront of our work during the crisis. Indeed, this is
The Grange Fair had been very successful in 2019, attracting
the first edition of our newsletter that we have published
families from a wide area. The series of evening meetings had online only. It does fit the plans we described for improving
also been well received, with record audiences for the talks
our website and improving our environmental credentials –
ranging from local history to cyber-crime.
just not in a way that we could have imagined!
The AGM approved some technical alterations to the
Stay connected on our website http://gaedin.co.uk/wp/ and
constitution of the Association, which can be read on the
our web forum http://gaedin.co.uk/wp/forum-test – and stay
website. Officers are limited to four years in post and Sue
safe.
Nigel Ayton, Chair
Tritton stood down as Secretary, with the role taken on by

AGM 2020 report

W

Grange Association Covid-19 response

I

n early March, the scale of the
looming national emergency was
becoming clear. Media reports
were indicating that guidelines were likely to restrict public
gatherings and to require people over 70 or with health issues
to remain isolated. The Grange Association (GA) started to look
for ways in which the community could help each other and
convened an extraordinary committee meeting by
teleconference on 17 March to decide the response.
The Committee decided to create a Helpers scheme, whereby
volunteers would be sought among members and
other residents to help those who would need to
remain isolated and would therefore need help
with shopping, accessing medication etc. Details
of the scheme are on our Coronavirus web page
http://gaedin.co.uk/wp/coronavirus
By the end of the weekend of 21-22 March, we
had delivered over 2,800 leaflets to households in
the Grange to publicise the Helpers scheme. By 23
March, when “lockdown” began, we had over 200
registered Helpers and 14 people needing help. Now, there are
over 380 registered Helpers.
In liaison with the Community Policing Team, we devised a
simple system to ensure safeguarding of those people isolating
who could be vulnerable to scammers, as well as ensuring our
Helpers were adequately protected. Many of the Helpers were
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not members of the GA and so we had to validate their postal
addresses to ensure that they live at the address they quote
before we could connect them with someone requesting help.
We have now made connections for more than 40 people
requesting help, in some cases connecting with more than one
Helper to share the load, or with different tasks. The tasks
have involved collecting shopping, collecting prescriptions,
putting out the bins and generally keeping in contact to
ensure that the person requesting help knows that it is readily
available. The positive, neighbourly sentiment
from so many residents has been heart-warming,
especially at this difficult time when many are
feeling alone or vulnerable.
Membership of the Grange Association has also
grown during this scheme, as more residents see
the benefits that being connected with others in
the Grange can provide, not just in a crisis. We
would be very pleased if some of our new
members become active in the Association and
offer to join the Committee to bring new ideas and
initiatives to share with our wider community.
Thank you for so many offers of help and please keep a look
out for your neighbours, letting us know if you are aware of
someone who could do with a bit of support from the Grange
Helpers scheme.
Nigel Ayton
Stay safe!
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GRANGE AWARD 2020
The Grange Award is presented biennially at our
AGM to the owner or developer of a site that has
contributed significantly to the amenity and
appearance of the Grange in the preceding two
years.

We were delighted that the Healds were able to attend
the AGM where the Association’s Honorary President,
Sofia Leonard, presented them with the Grange Award
trophy.

The Award recognises:
● Sympathetic restoration which maintains and
enhances existing features;
● Innovative design which respects its immediate
surroundings and the wider context of the
Conservation Area; or
● Maintenance and enhancement of trees and green
spaces
This year’s Award was presented at our 3 March AGM to
the Heald family for their renovation of the front garden
at 6B Blackford Road. The Committee was impressed
by the greatly improved frontage allowing views from the
street and the garden landscaping with new planting.

The runner up was Sergey Gorobets, for the reinstatement
of the front garden at 68 St Alban’s Road.

f
f
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PROFILE - Saroj Lal, 1937-2020
From Gujranwala to the Grange

Saroj Lal, race relations trailblazer, feminist and equality campaigner and teacher
Born: 23 April, 1937 in Gujranwala. Died: 12 March, 2020 in Edinburgh, aged 82.

T

hey were curiously prescient words from my mother, Saroj
Lal, on a flying visit to Scotland with her husband Amrit in
1968: “Edinburgh is so beautiful. I’d love to live here one day.”
On their return to Birmingham, where Amrit was a postgraduate
student, a letter lay waiting for him. He had been offered a
teaching post at Edinburgh’s Napier College. So began the
enduring relationship between Saroj and her beloved Edinburgh
– one that would leave a lasting legacy for race relations across
the city and enrich the lives of its diverse communities in so
many ways.
Saroj was born in Gujranwala – now in Pakistan – and spent her
childhood in India during one of the most turbulent periods in its
history: Partition. Her father, Behari Lal Chanana, was a
prominent Congress Party politician, and his forward-looking
views on democracy, equality and women’s rights were to
influence her throughout her life.
In 1962 she graduated with an MA in Economics from Panjab
University in Chandigarh and taught briefly in Ludhiana before
her marriage to Amrit Lal, who had studied engineering in
Glasgow in the 1950s. His work took them to Madras and then
to Singapore, where I was born, and where Saroj had her first
taste of a multi-racial society.
In the late 1960s the couple migrated to the UK: firstly to
Birmingham, where Saroj experienced racism directly for the first
time, and finally to Edinburgh where their daughter was born.
Despite considerable obstacles, Saroj managed to combine
raising a young family with furthering her education and career.
From 1969 to 1970 she trained as a teacher at Moray House
before teaching at South Morningside Primary for three years.
In 1973 she began volunteering with the YWCA, leading to the
post of community worker with the Roundabout International
Centre. Compassionate and caring by nature, engaging with
minority ethnic communities allowed her to develop her innate
sensitivity to their needs, especially those of women from more
traditional Sikh families with whom she would forge a lifelong
bond. In 1977 she was invited to address the Women’s Overseas
General Committee of the Church of Scotland at Assembly Hall –
6

I first met Saroj in 1988 when I worked
at Lothian Racial Equality Council.
She was an inspiring leader and a
friend.
I last met Saroj and family in their
home in Hatton Place in February.
She was frail but as animated and
eloquent as ever, full of interesting
stories about her past. We discussed
an interview with her and her son,
Vineet, either separately or together
for a future newsletter Profile. Sadly,
it was the last time we spoke: Saroj
died a few weeks later.
Vineet is happy to share here the
story of his Mum’s life.
Jenny Dawe

a moment she often recalled with pride.
The late 1970s and early 1980s witnessed enormous social and
political upheaval, crystallised in the race riots of 1981. For
Saroj and others the focus sharpened from multi-culturalism to
advocating for a truly pluralistic, equal Britain. Now able to draw
on a wealth of personal and professional experience, in 1980
Saroj moved to Lothian Racial Equality Council (LREC) where she
would remain for 16 years, eventually becoming director in
1988.
Her tenure as the leader of LREC was undoubtedly her finest
hour. Spearheading the strategic work undertaken by the
organisation placed her at the forefront of race relations in
Scotland. She rose to the challenge with typical aplomb, rapidly
becoming an authoritative – and highly visible – figure in the
ongoing campaign for racial equality and social justice.
Saroj never shied away from confronting the authorities headon, negotiating with a daunting range of public and third sector
agencies – including the Home Office, Lothian Health Board and
Prison Service – to champion the cause of equal opportunities.
It was, however, her trailblazing work with Lothian and Borders
Police that was arguably her greatest achievement: defining the
nature of racial attacks and monitoring racist incidents,
implementing robust reporting systems, developing police
training and encouraging recruitment from minority
communities. It was a tribute to her standing and stature that
she became the first Asian woman in Scotland to be appointed
as a Justice of the Peace.
Saroj was the inspiration for numerous landmark initiatives to
support the city’s ethnic groups and their evolving needs. She
revised and updated Religions and Cultures, a guide widely used
by the NHS. In collaboration with Pilmeny Development Project
she obtained funding for Milan, a support group for South Asian
and Mauritian elderly (and post-retirement she acted as chair of
NKS, a project for South Asian women).
She was also the driving force behind the founding and
development of the Edinburgh Hindu Temple, now firmly
established on St Andrew Place in Leith. Thanks to her
Cont. on next page
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Saroj Lal cont.
determination, multi-faith symbols appeared at Mortonhall
Crematorium, a quiet space for prayer was created at Edinburgh
Royal Infirmary, and Edinburgh Council designated a riverside
site for Hindus to scatter their ashes. She set up the city’s firstever interpreting and translating service and its first dedicated
ethnic library service at McDonald Road Library. While at the
YWCA she had contributed to the growth of English as a Second
Language classes across the city, and at LREC she expanded
mother-tongue teaching in several minority languages.
Her passion for the arts led directly to many young people
learning the sitar and to the formation of the classical dance
troupe Dance Ihayami. She was an active board member with
the Scottish Arts Council, and a key player in the 1986
Commonwealth Arts Festival. A savvy media operator, in 1984
she even made her TV quiz show debut on BBC Scotland’s
I Believe, You Believe – representing the Hindu faith, but in so
doing pushing societal boundaries even further.
Saroj’s achievements were all the more remarkable given what
was predominantly a male world and an often sexist
environment. Yet she clung to her long-held principles, striving
to win the trust of orthodox Asian parents and encouraging girls
to pursue their education by creating the Asian Cultural Girls’
Club at Drummond Community High School and the
Continuation Course at Telford College. As Kaliani Lyle, former
head of Citizens Advice Scotland, said: “Saroj was a feminist –
bottom line. A woman who cared for and about other women.
She embodied it, lived it, practised it.” Decades before #MeToo,
Saroj was ahead of her time.

Always impeccably dressed in her
trademark sari or salwar kameez,
with a matching bindi and slash of
red lipstick, Saroj was a force to be
reckoned with. But she was also
incredibly warm and funny, often
irreverent and mischievous, and
immensely proud of her family. She
enjoyed a particularly special
relationship with her granddaughter,
Isha, and there was no prouder
moment for Saroj than when – in
August 2014 – Isha become a pupil
at George Heriot’s School, fulfilling a
long-cherished dream.
Saroj Lal has touched the lives of
many, both in Scotland and far
Outside LREC, 1990s
beyond, and I know that
generations to come will be grateful
for her gifts to the city that was forever close to her heart. She is
survived by her husband Amrit, son Vineet, daughter Kavita and
granddaughter Isha.

Vineet Lal
[This obituary first appeared in ‘The Scotsman’ on Wednesday 8
April 2020.]

Marian House and St Raphael’s Care Homes
Viewpoint Care Homes Craft Café - Working in partnership with
Impact Arts

Find out more about our Care Homes by calling 0131 667 3601 or
visit our website www.viewpoint.org.uk

Kilravock, Oswald Road - Shared Ownership
You can purchase 50% or 75% of a property at Kilravock House.
Prices starting from £62,500.
Applicants need to be aged 60 years and over.
Find out more about our shared ownership by calling us on:
0131 668 4247 (option 2) or email us at admin@viewpoint.org.uk.
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NATURE NOTES f r o m T o m B r e h e n y
Tom, our regular writer on nature matters, here
shares memories about Kim, a rather unusual
childhood pet.

A

s a youngster I spent much of my free time wandering
about the countryside on the city outskirts watching
birds and animals in the woods and fields. I enjoyed my
solitary journeys of discovery because there was always
more to see walking alone silently through the landscape.
Egg collecting was very much in vogue during my primary
schooldays and many boys had modest collections of wild
birds' eggs displayed in cotton wool lined shoe boxes. Those
wasted lives, yolks blown through pierced holes in shell ends,
were never given a second thought: it was the equivalent of
collecting cigarette cards, a passing fad of childhood.
I found a fledgling crow on one of my walks, squatting quietly
in the long wet grass under a pine tree. The black feathers
against the green stems gave no camouflage to the
unfortunate creature and a small boy's roving eyes
could focus on the tiniest detail in the landscape. I picked up
the crow and launched it into the air expecting to see it fly
away but it parachuted down on weak wings, landing only a
few feet away, croaking indignantly. I lifted the bird and
cradled it in my hands, examining it and placing it gently
under my jumper where it settled down after a brief struggle,
the sharp black claws on its feet protruding through the
knitted navy wool. I could feel the warmth of the bird's body
against my
stomach. My
mother had
warned me on
more than one
occasion about
bringing home
hungry mouths to
feed. I had three
sisters and two
brothers, so my
Ma wasn't overly
Crow
happy to see the
Freddie Ramm, Pexels
new arrival,
especially after receiving a painful peck on that sensitive area
of soft skin between her fingers as she tried to stroke the
shiny black head. "Aw Ma, please let me keep it. It'll only
eat scraps and cost nothing to feed." That evening the
young crow was fed on bread soaked in milk and stowed in a
cardboard box in the garden shed. In the morning I tiptoed
down the stairs after my father had left for work and
approached the shed. The crow was very much alive
squawking to be fed, its wide yellow and pink gape fully
exposed, waiting for food to be posted in and a bond was
quickly formed between us. I christened my new pet Kim.
He grew quickly on a varied diet of leftovers which included
8

his favourites, baked
beans and bacon
rinds, and our
neighbours also
saved food scraps.
As his primary wing
feathers grew longer
he began to fly in
stages, first flapping
to the hand to be
fed, then onto the
garden fence and
Crow
eventually up on to
Mabel Amber, Pixabay
the roof ridge where
he was safe from the marauding neighbourhood moggies.
An early morning foray to our neighbour's doorstep provided
him with a treat when he stabbed through the foil top on
their milk bottle and syphoned off a generous portion of
thick cream. It was unlikely that the victim of this theft
would believe that the dainty blue tits were responsible for
the crime. I was able to take my new pet with me to school
on account of a sympathetic teacher who shared my
fondness for wild birds and Kim was happy to perch on the
top of the blackboard easel at the front of the class and doze
off while we children got on with our work in silence. When
I ran home for dinner, Kim would fly most of the way,
occasionally landing on my shoulder for a bumpy ride. My
smart school blazer needed to be sponged down at regular
intervals. Kim was free to fly wherever he wanted and
usually roosted close to the house, but on windy or rainy
nights he let himself in through my bedroom window, which
I always left open and I could hear his contented muttering in
the darkness from his perch at the end of my bed. He
became a celebrity in the area with many admirers. About
two years later a wild crow began to make regular visits,
sitting in a tall ash tree at the back of our house. The visiting
corvid was wary and showed no tameness towards humans.
I rose one morning to an uncharacteristic silence: no friendly
squawk to meet me at the door and I felt a cold shiver down
my spine. Kim was gone. I searched everywhere calling his
name and asked all of the neighbours to look out for him. I
was devastated by the sudden disappearance of my faithful
pet and sobbed for days. It was a painful lesson in growing
up. My supportive kind-hearted mother made every attempt
to console me and told me that birds had to raise families
too. Of course she was right. My mother was a wise
woman and we were blessed to have her.

Taken any interesting photos during lockdown?
We’d love to share your images of animal and
plant life during lockdown. Please submit to
liaison@grangeassociation.com

The Grange Newsletter I

May 2020 online edition

TREES/LOCAL NEWS/USEFUL CONTACTS
Trees and Health

Newington librarian retires

n the January newsletter, I wrote about some tree diseases
(Blight and Affliction) and I promised to continue the theme
for this edition. In the present circumstances, I think we’ll
postpone that – there are too many similarities between the
history of some of these diseases and the situation in which
we now find ourselves.
So for a bit of good news instead.
In the May and September issues I recounted at some length
the unauthorised felling of trees in the grounds of the Astley
Ainslie Hospital and Woodburn House. Earlier in the year the
Association had reported two apparent infringements of the
Tree Preservation Order (TPO 147, which covers the whole of
the NHS site) to the council.
I am pleased to report now that in January this year the
council e-mailed to tell us that NHS Estates had informed
them that trees had been planted to replace those felled
without the necessary authorisation in 2018-9. The planting
seems to correspond to what had been agreed with the NHS.
The grounds of the hospital are presently closed to the public
in order to protect the staff and patients from infection, but I
checked up on the planting before that happened.
There are two oaks near the children’s nursery - close to the
two felled trees. They look fine, though some attention may
be needed by one of them to keep ivy at bay. Thirteen trees
have been planted in the grounds of Woodburn House, one
more than the council specified - I think the extra one is an
oak. These have mostly been planted on open grassy ground
beside the wooded area where the horse chestnut was felled,
which makes sense because there are lots of saplings,
suckers, etc. close to the stump, which would very likely get
away before the planted trees and could easily smother
them.
The choice of trees, providing they survive (they are only
small ‘whips’), will contribute to the general amenity of the
site. There aren't a great number of oaks, and the two gean
(wild cherry) will eventually provide something of the display
that has been lost with the felling of the horse chestnut.
Each tree has a guard secured by a stake but in January three
of the guards of the Woodburn trees had already come adrift.
One had no stake so that it waved about in the wind, one had
its stake broken, and one of the guards had come loose from
the top of its stake. All were quite possibly caused by children
meddling with them - children do play in that part of the site.
Concerns remain nevertheless about the longer-term future
of the trees on the site. A Tree Preservation Order can be
over-ridden by approval of a planning application (with no
leave to appeal) and, as far as I can tell, the TPO does not
cover the spruce plantation on the south of the site.

On 30 December last year several members of the Grange
Association Committee met in Newington Library to say
farewell to the Senior Librarian, Julia Cormack. To thank Julia
for all the help she has given to members of the Association
over the years, and for her hard work in helping to set up the
Grange Fair, she was given life membership of the Grange
Association.
Julia started working in Edinburgh City Libraries in 1979 and
worked in various Central Library Departments and most
community libraries, spending her last 10 years in Newington
Library. She said that working with the public was always
varied and never dull, from being water bombed by
teenagers to receiving phone calls from the police informing
her that buildings had been broken into or set on fire.
Julia says: “I thoroughly enjoyed my time at Newington
Library meeting community groups and helping Lucy
Richardson set up the Grange Fair which has proved very
popular with the community. Since retirement, my life, like
everyone else’s, has been put on hold but I hope that when
this hiatus is over my travel plans for both near and far can
begin. I would like to thank the Grange Association for all
the support it has given myself and Newington Library over
the years and hope to meet many of you at meetings in the
autumn.”
Sue Tritton

I

Peter Pitkin

Betty Findlay: Many members will be sad to hear
that Betty, a long-term member of the Association
and “regular” at our talks, died last month at the age
of 91. After a stroke in January, she spent 2 months
in the RIE before transfer to a Care Home. Betty
featured in this newsletter in September 2016.

USEFUL CONTACTS
MP for Edinburgh South: Ian Murray
Tel: 0131 662 4520 ian.murray.mp@parliament.uk
Office: 31 Minto Street, Edinburgh EH9 2BT
MSP for Edinburgh Southern: Daniel Johnson
0131 541 2145 daniel.johnson.msp@parliament.scot
Office: 134 Comiston Road, Edinburgh EH10 5QN
Local Councillors
Tel: 0131 200 2000
Email: first name.surname@edinburgh.gov.uk
Address: City of Edinburgh Council, City Chambers, High
Street, Edinburgh EH1 1YJ;
Southside/Newington
Morningside
Steve Burgess
Nick Cook
Alison Dickie
Melanie Main
Ian Perry
Neil Ross
Cameron Rose
Mandy Watt
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PLANNING UPDATE b y N i g e l A y t o n / A A H
All planning applications in the Grange can be viewed at: http://gaedin.co.uk/wp/planning-2
Check here to find whether you need permission to do work to your home or to lop any tree in the Grange:
http://gaedin.co.uk/wp/planning-2/planning-guidance
Since the last newsletter, which included 15 applications or appeals pending, there have been 22 decisions and a further 16 new
applications or appeals for planning or listed building consent in the Grange. We lodged comments on two of these new applications,
for the new large house at 5B Hope Terrace, and for an unusually large array of solar panels on a listed building in Grange Terrace. We
e-mail members near each application to seek their views before making any comment or objection.
The volume of planning applications has understandably dropped significantly during the current Coronavirus restrictions. The Council
continues to provide a planning service but the Coronavirus (Scotland) Bill has made provisions such that:
● planning permission that would otherwise lapse in the next six months will be extended by one year;
● the Bill removes the duty requiring public authorities physically to publish or publicise documents;
● the requirement for at least one public event as part of pre-application consultation for major and national
developments may be suspended temporarily. (This issue is under consideration by the Scottish Government.)

PLANNING APPLICATIONS and DECISIONS Dec 2019 - Apr 2020
Applications granted:

Applications refused, withdrawn or appealed:

2F, 15 Grange Court EH9 1PX
3F1, 60 Ratcliffe Terrace EH9 1ST

64 Fountainhall Road EH9 2LP Rear extension: Withdrawn
* 9 Relugas Road EH9 2NE
CLE for art studio in back garden:
Refused

Replace and extend balcony
Attic conversion, dormer and
rooflights
§ 7B Palmerston Road EH9 1TL
New upper floor; rear
extension; internal alterations
7 Chalmers Crescent EH9 1TS
Convert garage to room with
windows and pitched roof
27 Hatton Place EH9 1UB
Replace driveway
§ 15 Hatton Place (Clic Villa) EH9 1UD Convert hostel to
residential dwelling; parking in
front garden
§ 47 Lauder Road EH9 1UE
Increase internal opening to
rear extension and replace
cladding
* 5B Hope Terrace EH9 2AP
New house in garden
12 Blackford Road EH9 2DS
External openings
57 Grange Loan EH9 2ER
Kitchen extension
§ 3 Whitehouse Terrace EH9 2EU
Rear extension; summer house
and garage; internal
alterations; widen roadway
entrance
25A South Oswald Road EH9 2HH Casement windows and bi-fold
doors to rear garden
*¶ 39 Dick Place EH9 2JA
Raise roof; rear extension;
demolish carport
§ 36 Dick Place EH9 2JB
LBC for new windows to LGF;
internal alterations
31 Lauder Road EH9 2JG
Replacement windows to rear
9 Cumin Place EH9 2JX
CLE for rear garage door; CLP
to move gate pole
§ 2F, 8 Grange Terrace EH9 2LD
LBC for internal alterations,
replacement windows and
rooflight
*§ 2F, 18 Grange Terrace EH9 2LD 22 solar panels on roof
(LBC awaited)
§ 30A Fountainhall Road EH9 2LW Replace windows at rear with
French doors & steps (LBC
awaited)
44 Mayfield Road EH9 2NH
Three roof windows to side

Applications pending at 14 April 2020:
§ 47 Lauder Road EH9 1UE

LBC to convert LGF rear window
into doorway
§ 19 Strathearn Road EH9 2AE Vary plans for rear windows in
new rear study and kitchen
§ Marchmont St Giles
Six phone antennae in tower; GRP
3 Kilgraston Rd EH9 2DW replica louvres
§ 17 Oswald Road EH9 2HE
Five solar panels on rear roof of
east extension
*4 Seton Place EH9 2JT
Rear extension and tree removal
§ GF 12 Grange Terr EH9 2LD Internal alterations and
replacement of two external
doors
*§ 2F, 18 Grange Terr EH9 2LD LBC for 22 solar panels on
roof
§ 30A Fountainhall Rd EH9 2LW LBC to replace windows at
rear with French doors and
fanlight
§ 54 Findhorn Place EH9 2NS LBC to replace sash and case
windows like-for-like

LBC = Listed Building Consent
CLP (CLE) = Certificate of Lawfulness Proposed (Existing)
GF/LGF = Ground Floor/Lower Ground Floor
1F/2F = First Floor/Second Floor
§ = Listed Building
* Comment or objection submitted by Grange Association
¶ Application modified thereafter
‡ Appeal pending
∆ Appeal concluded

Meanwhile, in order to protect the very vulnerable patients, NHS
Lothian is severely restricting access to the site for dog walking,
As reported in the January newsletter, the Edinburgh Council
playing, exercising or meeting others. Please respect this.
planners are waiting for a landscape and heritage assessment from
Further updates will be on our website
NHS Lothian before they produce the Place Brief which will state the
https://astleyainslie.wordpress.com, by group email and in the
restrictions and opportunities of the Astley Ainslie site for potential
newsletter.
Roger Kellett
developers. This has all been held up by the Covid-19 pandemic.

Astley Ainslie site update:
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GARDENING

Gardening matters

However, do further research and
be careful if you have treated your
grass with any chemicals.
Chelsea Chop
Every spring, with
Free plants and seeds
echoes of Eric
We have had to abandon our usual
Morecambe, I find outings and meeting this year, but
that I am growing all Grange gardeners have been
the right plants, just exchanging plants and seeds this
not in the right
spring (while still observing social
order. And so
distancing) and I know that there
begins the
are new gardeners out there this
backbreaking
year who want to try growing their own. I first started
process of moving
growing tomatoes when I was given a few spare seedlings.
everything around. I am not alone. The owner of a garden
The picture above is of a variety “Marmande”, a tasty
that has a regular open day told me that she had moved
beefsteak tomato, one of the first I grew. Many tomato
everything in the garden at least five times. I find it helps to growers end up with more seedlings than they need. If you
keep photos of the garden in previous years.
have plants or seeds of any kind to offer others, please get in
Of course, some moves are dictated by fashion. Hydrangeas touch and I will advertise them to gardeners in the Grange.
used to be so last century, but now they are the bee’s knees. Whatever you grow, I hope your garden gives you exercise,
And it is not the done thing to grow those bold Spanish
relaxation and pleasure this summer.
bluebells instead of modest English ones or, even better, wild
Edythe Murie
Scottish harebells.
I used to be a fairly regular visitor to the Chelsea Flower Show, To join the Grange Garden Exchange group and to hear
about future activities write to:
where new trends often surface first. I was thinking about this
gardens@grangeassociation.com
as I surveyed the border and recalled that it will soon be time
or phone Edythe Murie 07779 763930
for the “Chelsea Chop”. It is so-called because the famous
flower show usually takes place towards the end of May and
that is about the right time to chop back herbaceous
perennials by about a third, especially the leggy or straggly
ones. The effect is to make them bushier and more compact.
It can be hard to cut back your favourites when it seems they
have just come into growth, but fresh young foliage quickly
appears to smarten them up.
The Chelsea Chop works for all sorts of perennials, such as
achilleas, phlox , heleniums and nepeta. If you want, use the
cut material to increase your stock. It does mean that
flowering is delayed. You can cut back the whole clump or
stagger the flowering by cutting back, say, every other shoot.
Or, you can allow the back of the clump to flower first by
cutting the front. When the front flowers later, it covers up
the dying flowers behind it and you will have extended the
flowering season.
What to do with grass clippings?
As I write, garden refuse collection has been paused. There is
a lot of advice on the internet about how to make use of grass
clippings without consigning them to the brown bin. They
can, of course, be composted, but only if well mixed with
“brown” material, such as dry leaves and twigs, or shredded
paper and cardboard.
If you are willing to cut the grass little and often, you can leave
very short nitrogen-rich clippings on the lawn as a fertiliser.
Clippings can also be put on the border as a mulch or left in a
bucket of water and the resulting “soup” used as a plant tonic.
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EVENTS/Ads
Grange Association talks
At the time of writing, the dates and speakers for our winter
evening talks are unconfirmed but we hope they will go ahead
at St Catherine’s Argyle Church.
Many thanks are due to the excellent speakers and behindthe-scenes volunteers - the audio-visual “techies” led by Peter
Whelpdale and the tea and coffee servers, Olga and Tony
Franks - who made our 2019-20 series of talks so successful.
Our talks started off with the history of Phoebe Anna
Traquair’s murals at the Sick Children’s Hospital. This was
followed by an article on the topic by Elizabeth Cumming in
the January Grange Association Newsletter (Issue 126).
Next was Kathy Crawford Hay on the life of Hugh Millar, whose
grave features in the Grange Association booklet on Grange
Cemetery. Bob Cunningham from Morningside Heritage
Association drew the largest audience for his illustrated
history of Morningside from 1800 to 1970.
“No Snow for Santa” was the title of the Christmas talk from
Professor Roy Thompson as he encouraged us to consider
what we might do to combat global warming. To protect
ourselves, PC Mike Smith told us about the myriad phone and
cyber scams that threaten to drain our bank accounts.
The AGM in March, on which there is a report on page 5, was
followed by writer Aline Templeton describing how she
creates characters and scenarios for her crime novels.
We’re optimistic that the 2020-21 series will be just as good.
Isobel M Miller

GRANGE FAIR 2020
SATURDAY 09 MAY 13:00-16:30

G

The Avenue Store
36 Blackford Avenue
EH9 2PP
0131 668 3274

LOOKING FOR A JOINER?
Ron MacDonald, Carpenter and Joiner
All jobs, large or small. Free estimates.
Doors and kitchens supplied and fitted.
First class tradesman with 40 years experience.
All work guaranteed.
Tel: 07583 877796 email: cptronmacdonald@yahoo.com
Social distancing measures strictly practised.

Mathieson’s – Butcher & Poulterer
Under New Management
We look forward to continuing to serve
the residents of the Grange for many more years.
74 Ratcliffe Terrace, 0131 667 2143

Schop – Great quality, locally sourced,
competitively priced and sustainably
packaged food & drink delivered
carbon-neutrally to your door.
Visit https://schop.co to start schopping.

Fiona Hastie - Self-employed
Mobile/Freelance Hairdresser
Hairdressing in your own home by Jenners trained stylist
with many years’ experience. For an appointment to
suit, please call mobile 07932 763522; home 0131 447
1968; or email fionahastie@me.com

Peter Doyle
Plumbing Services

WE ARE OPEN 7 DAYS
from 6.30am until 8pm
We Offer a FULL Grocery Range which
includes Instore Bakery, Chilled & Frozen
Foods, Newspapers & Magazines
PLUS...
A Great Range of Wines, Beers & Spirits
at Great Prices!
WE CAN ALSO OFFER YOU FREE HOME DELIVERY

www.avenuestore.co.uk
for details and offers
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Plumbing services,
bathrooms, wet rooms, lead
pipe replacement, burst pipes,
guttering, leadwork, general
plumbing repairs, Boilers,
Gas Safe Registered
Call Peter Doyle
07793 160 321

