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A vibrant welcome to the 2014 Spring and Summer edition of the official magazine of 
the Grange Association. The countdown gets ever closer to the fun-filled Grange Fair in
May... we tread respectfully around one of the area’s most serene sanctuaries, the Grange
Cemetery... and talk to illustrator Alexa Rutherford for our Portrait series. The future
shape of the area is under discussion in Planning... and Sue Tritton scores points in the
campaign on street clutter... all this and so much more. Enjoy!

Richard Mowe, Editor, The Newsletter
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NEIL DAVIDSON
Born of Edinburgh and Polmont
parents, and brought up in 
Surrey, my father was seconded
in the Second World War to New
Zealand for two years, when we
lived with my grandmother in
Blackford Avenue, only a mile
from our present home. My 
parents devoted everything to
promoting our education, for
which I have always been 
eternally grateful.

Despite my father's advice, I
studied Medicine, and worked 
in London (where my partner Jill
also taught Domestic Science),
before going to northern Nigeria
for five years to set up a new
Medical School.

When we came back, we
headed for Edinburgh, and had
four children; Jill set up and ran
the Edinburgh School of Food

and Wine in our house, and later
at Newliston, and restored our
home in the Grange (previously
subdivided).

I completed my higher training
here, and became a Consultant
Physician – first at Leith 
Hospital, then jointly for 13 years
at the Eastern General (Seafield)
and Roodlands (Haddington)

Hospitals, in all of which 
teaching was of paramount 
importance. I was then asked 
to set up an educational and 
examining centre in Saudi Arabia
(where I learned to brew my own
beer!).

Later, I worked elsewhere in
Arab-speaking countries, in
China, and in the Gaza Strip
(now as hospital Medical 
Director), and spent my last ten
years back in Nigeria, before 
retiring in 2010, since when I
have devoted myself to my 
collection of antique maps.

I have been a member of the
Grange Association for many
years, I deliver the Newsletter,
and I was recently co-opted onto
the Committee, with a general
remit, where I am happy to 
provide impartial opinion and 
advice, even if I do not always
toe any party line!

Find out more about your Grange Association contacts in the sixth of a series

Your contributions and
feedback are welcome. 
Not all articles may

reflect the views of the
Grange Association.

Advertise in
The Newsletter 

Contact: 
Richard Brown

DISPLAY OR CLASSIFIED
(667 8289) 90 Grange Loan EH9 2EP
treasurer@grangeassociation.com
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SPOTLIGHT

Neil Davidson
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GRANGE FAIR

The Grange Fair: Newington Library and on Fountainhall
Road from 1.00pm – 4.30pm on Sunday 11 May.

For more information go to:
http://www.grangeassociation.org.uk/.

Contact Lucy Richardson on 0131 662 4992 / 
lucyclarerichardson@yahoo.co.uk with offers of help, or 
requests to collect donated items. No jumble or clothing.

Dragon boy tries face painting – a Grange Fair attraction

The national website (www.neighbourhoodwatchscotland.co.uk) says:
Neighbourhood Watch is a way for people to work together to help
make communities safer.

Neighbourhood Watches share information about crime prevention 
and community safety issues.

Neighbourhood Watch is operated voluntarily by residents. Each 
street has one or more street convenors who act as contact points for 
sharing information on local incidents. Neighbourhood Watch schemes
also liaise with the local police.

In the area covered by the Grange Association, there are six 
Neighbourhood Watch schemes listed on the national website, 
some apparently more active than others.  

One of the active ones is East Grange Neighbourhood Watch (EGNW),
which covers Cumin Place, Dalrymple Crescent, Dick Place, Lauder
Loan, Lauder Road (south of Grange Road), Mansionhouse Road
(south of Grange Road), Seton Place and Wyvern Park. If you live 
in the East Grange Neighbourhood Watch area and don't know who 
your street convenor is, please email the coordinator at 
egnw@outlook.com.  

You can find all the local Neighbourhood Watch schemes by entering
your postcode on the national website. If your street is not included in 
a scheme, the website tells you how you can start one.

Tom Cunningham
Coordinator, EGNW

SAFETY FIRST

The countdown is getting closer to the Grange Association’s new, free
social event on Sunday 11 May, supported by Edinburgh City Council
(writes Lucy Richardson). The Grange Fair is being held at 
Newington Library and the stretch of Fountainhall Road between
Findhorn Place and South Lauder Road, which will be closed to 
traffic.

Come along and enjoy a variety of stalls, refreshments, 
entertainment, bouncy castle, children's games, face and henna
painting, a fire engine and bicycle and scooter fun. The entertainment
will feature children from our local schools, Chinese and Indian dance,
traditional music and more. A section of Fountainhall Road will be 
reserved for children to scoot and cycle, so bring your wheels along!

Could you lend a hand by being a volunteer for a couple of hours?
There are a variety of jobs, from helping on a stall, or with games, 
to stewarding and more. Or do you have anything you could give to
the Collectables (these might include china, glassware, paintings, 
ornaments, jewellery and other small objects) Books and DVDs,
Plants and Tombola stalls? Put any items you can donate in the box 
in the library vestibule, or if you would like them collected just let us
know.

We would appreciate your help, contributions to the stalls and, of
course, your presence on the day. Surplus funds will go towards 
children's craft materials at Newington Library.

Thanks to local artist and illustrator Alexa Rutherford 
(www.alexarutherford.co.uk) for designing the poster and to 
City of Edinburgh Council for help in funding this event. Alexa
specialises in illustrating children's books, and can undertake
any illustration work including your house (Feature Page 4).
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Drawing on inspiration
The painstaking skill and labours of an illustrator’s art is part of a day’s work for Alexa Rutherford who draws
from her home in the Grange, working for publishers both in the UK and in the States as well as magazines
and individual commissions. She has provided the images and design for the Grange Fair publicity blitz. She

reveals her art in conversation with Richard Mowe.

Alexa Rutherford: “You cannot wait for the right moment... you just have to buckle down and get on with it”

PORTRAIT

Her studio is north facing, overlooking the leafy gardens of 
the Grange. It provides the perfect light and peace for Alexa 
Rutherford to produce her creations – mainly in watercolours.

As a pen and brush for hire she cannot allow herself the luxury 
of awaiting inspiration. She has to work and respond to deadlines.
Her technique involves a rough sketch in pencil and once 
approval has been given she proceeds to finished art work in 
a week.

“The driving force about being an illustrator is that when you 
are given a job you also have a timescale. So you have to buckle
down and get on with it. I respond to deadlines but artists have a
more difficult time because they rarely have to work to deadlines.
You cannot wait for the right moment,” she says.

She considers herself as relatively disciplined – no wonder she
has a raft of clients eager for her services including publishers in
Chicago and New York as well as those closer to home. She was
responsible for the illustrations for a previous candidate in the
Portrait series Christine De Luca and her book of Shetland
poems.

Hailing originally from Cupar she studied illustration at Duncan of
Jordanstone College of Art in Dundee. On graduation she went to
work in Edinburgh with publishers George Waterstone where she
honed her skills in water-colours. With her architect husband she
settled in the Grange some three decades ago and raised their
son and daughter (both now grown-up and away from home).

“When the children were younger I was able to work from home
and I had an agent who brought clients and commissions to me. 
It was practical to be able to fit in family life around my work. Now
my reputation is such that I have dispensed with the agent and
the work seems to find me,” she says.

She used to do a lot of magazine work. “The pressure was on
because you did have to get them done very quickly including 
a slot in a weekly magazine. I used to do cookery material and 
I would have to bake a cake and then draw it, which the children, 
of course, thought was a great idea.’

One of her most satisfying and popular projects was working for
the Americans on a Scotland alphabet B is for Bagpipes which
she would love to have published on this side of the Pond. “I am

PHOTOGRAPHER:
DAWN MARIE JONES
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Illustrator at work: Alexa Rutherford at her desk

sure it would work and there would be an interest in it and the American 
publishers would be happy to sell on the rights. All I need is someone 
to take the plunge,” she says.

She finds the Grange a creative place “full of people with all kinds of 
different talents. Lucy (Richardson), who is a good friend, cajoled me into
coming up with the designs for the Grange Fair and I was happy to help.”

Alexa draws in watercolours exclusively – and has no affinity for acrylics
or oils. “When I left Art College I went to work for a couple of years with 
a stationery company. I had never really used watercolours when I was 
at college, but we had to do watercolours at the studio. In those days 
watercolours gave the best colour representation for printing. Nowadays 
it would not matter.”

The work can be quite painstaking and she believes her eyesight may
have deteriorated a bit as a result. It may also have affected her style. 
“I would like to be freer and quicker, but I still end up fiddling and adding
bits. I have tried using computer technology to draw, but I haven’t really 
responded to it. Perhaps I have become too set in my ways.” For Alexa 
the pen and brush will remain mightier than the microchip.

An incarnation of the ever faithful Greyfriars’ Bobby and
Alexa’s design for the Grange Fair
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HISTORY AND HERITAGE

Nowhere gives a more fitting sense of the past
than a stroll around the gravestones, some of them
crumbling gently. You discover more than just the
people they commemorate but a whole treasure
trove of information about previous lives and links
with the present.

Known as a “garden burial ground” due to the
stunning nature of its surroundings with glimpses
of the Pentlands and Arthur’s Seat, Grange 
Cemetery was established in 1847 by the 
Edinburgh Southern Cemetery Company Ltd. 
The site extends to more than 12 acres and was
created on a rectangular pattern around central
vaulted catacombs built into the crest of the hill.
David Bryce was responsible for the lay-out and
design of the ground which slopes down towards
the rear of houses on Dick Place.

There was an unexecuted design for a small 
mortuary chapel above the vaults – however the 
proposal was dropped after objections by some 
of the share-holders, but the land was left free. 

At the time lairs could be purchased for between
£2 and £12, but the directors warned no guarantee
could be given that the grave would not be re-used
at a future date. The Edinburgh Southern 
Cemetery Company also offered two hearses 
for hire.

The first burial at the cemetery on 4 June 1847 was
of Dr Thomas Chalmers, an eminent divine of the
Scottish Church and the Disruption leader, for
whom some 2000 mourners are said to have lined
the route from the city centre. 

An account of the funeral at the time related: "Dust
to dust; the grave now holds all that was mortal of
Thomas Chalmers. Never before did we witness
such a funeral; nay, never before, in at least the
memory of man, did Scotland witness such a 
funeral. Greatness of the mere extrinsic type can
always command a showy pageant; but mere 
extrinsic greatness never yet succeeded in 
purchasing the tears of a people; and the 
spectacle of yesterday in which the trappings 
of grief, worn not as idle signs, but as the 
representatives of a real sorrow, were borne by 
well nigh half the population of the metropolis, and
blackened the public ways for furlong after furlong,
and mile after mile – was such as Scotland has
rarely witnessed and which mere rank or wealth,
when at the highest or the fullest, were never yet
able to buy. It was a solemn tribute, spontaneously
paid to departed goodness and greatness by the
public mind.”

Others had a less auspicious reception such as
James Smith, printer and Scottish story writer,
born 2 March 1824, died 12 December 1887,

whose memorial built of red sandstone was
erected by friends and admirers in 1889. A 
portrait of Smith features on the upper part of
the monument, while a female statuette extends 
a wreath up towards him. 

Another writer Robert Michael Ballantyne 
(1825 – 1894) was part of a famous family of 
printers and publishers. At the age of 16 he went to
Canada and was six years in the service of the
Hudson's Bay Company. He returned to Scotland
in 1847, and published his first book the following
year, Hudson's Bay: or, Life in the Wilds of North
America. He was employed by Messrs Constable,
the publishers, but in 1856 he gave up business for
the profession of literature, and began the series of
adventure stories for the young with which his
name is popularly associated.

Elsewhere there is a memorial to a young man
named David Brown who met an early death
through his attempts to keep people away from 
the demon drink. His memorial, erected by fellow
labourers in the Temperance Reformation, read:
“To the memory of David Brown, who died of 
Typhus fever while engaged as missionary of the
Edinburgh Total Abstinence Society, 31st January,
1848, aged 29, possessing an amiable disposition
and unaffected modesty he devoted himself to the
improvement of one of the most degraded and

PHOTOGRAPHER:
DAWN MARIE JONES

Rest in peace
Dust to dust: the ranks of memorials and headstones contain a wealth of information for successive generations.
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Chosen originally for its 
“natural beauty, seclusion and
freedom from pollution” the

Grange Cemetery cuts a swathe
of verdant tranquility on the 
corner of Beaufort Road and 
Kilgraston Road. Its residents 
include many of the great and
good of Edinburgh from mason
turned geologist and founder of
the Free Church, Hugh Miller
(1802 – 1856) to politician 
Robin Cook (1946 – 2007).

By RICHARD MOWE
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miserable portions of the community, and thereby
gained for himself the esteem and admiration of a
large circle of friends.”

A more prominent departure was accorded Canon
Edward Hannan who, besides his eclesiastical
achievements, was instrumental in the formation
of Hibernian Football Club. He died on the 24 June
1891, at the age of 55, after being stricken with
pneumonia following a severe bout of influenza.
His funeral took place on 26 June 1891 and, after
the Requiem Mass, the coffin was carried to the
hearse on the High Street, which then proceeded
to the Grange Cemetery in a procession of 2000
mourners with many thousands more lining the
route.

Within a few days a committee was formed to
raise funds for a suitable memorial. Those funds
came in the form of subscriptions, large and small,
from the people of ‘Little Ireland’ and beyond in
the city of Edinburgh and, such was the Canon’s
standing in the community, the monies raised 
were sufficient to pay for a memorial tablet in St
Patrick’s Church and an inscribed Celtic cross at
the Cemetery. In 2006, the Hibernian Historical
Trust funded the repair and restoration of Canon
Hannan’s Memorial.

Among others finding their final resting place are:
mason turned geologist and founder of the Free
Church, Hugh Miller (1802 – 1856), who was 
recognised as an exceptional person by Sir David
Brewster. He wrote:"Mr. Miller is one of the few 
individuals in the history of Scottish science who
have raised themselves above the labors of an
humble profession, by the force of their genius 
and the excellence of their character, to a 
comparatively high place in the social scale."

For most of 1856, Miller suffered severe
headaches and mental distress, and the most
probable diagnosis was psychotic depression. 
He feared that he might harm his wife or 
children because of persecutory delusions. Miller 
committed suicide, shooting himself in the chest
with a revolver in his house on Tower Street, 
Portobello, on the night he had finished checking
printers' proofs for his book on Scottish fossil

On wings of prayer: an angelic guardian watches over her flock.

HISTORY AND HERITAGE

Continues Page 8



plants and vertebrates, The Testimony of the
Rocks. His funeral procession also drew crowds 
of Edinburgh residents.

Also worth noting are the graves of publishers
Thomas Oliver (1775 – 1853) and Thomas Nelson
(1780 – 1861), together with his sons; first 
Moderator of the Free Church of Scotland
Thomas Chalmers (1780 – 1847); General Sir
James Hope Grant (1808 – 1875), who was a 
veteran of the Indian Mutiny; a reformer and 
another founder of the Free Church, Thomas
Guthrie (1803 – 1873) who founded the Ragged
Schools to give destitute children a free education.
Guthrie's memorial is by noted sculptor 
Pittendrigh MacGillivray.

Although space is at premium new burials 
continue to be introduced and encouraged. A 
suitable place was found for Robin Cook, the 
former Livingston Labour MP and Foreign 
Secretary, who resigned from the Cabinet in 2003
over his opposition to the Iraq war. Born in 1946,
he died in 2005 aged 59 after collapsing from a
heart attack while hill walking in Sutherland. His
plot looks over to Arthur’s Seat. The simple 
headstone bears the inscription: “I may not have
succeeded in halting the war, but I did secure the
right of Parliament to decide on war,” ensuring he
remains as controversial in death as in life. Cook
was buried in Grange Cemetery at the insistence
of his wife Gaynor, who wanted somewhere close
to their Edinburgh home so she could walk to visit
him.

Stuart Fagan, Edinburgh City Council’s 
Cemeteries Manager, who has 42 locations under
his aegis, explained that he oversees a team of 24
staff who look after the ground maintainenance
and funerals. “We look after the general amenity of

the grounds but it is the responsibility of families to
tend their own particular plots. Every gravestone
has to be logged and checked on a regular basis
to make sure it is safe – in the Grange Cemetery
alone there are some 6500 stones, accounting for
10,000 graves and some 45,000 burials. Any of
the stones that have become unsafe have to be
placed on the ground until the funds have been
found to restore them. We are grateful for the 
contributions from the Grange Association in this
regard. “

Fagan who worked as a landscape gardener 
before taking on additional responsibilities, 
has worked in the service for more than three
decades. “It can be very stressful because you 
are meeting people at their most vulnerable and
you want to do your best by them. We have to 
get it right first time and they rely on your help 
and guidance.”

Although ground is scarce in the Grange Fagan
suggests that they want to encourage new burials
as a way of ensuring new visitors to the grounds.
“There are some plots available, mainly on the old
carriage-ways used by the horses and carts.
There is a lot of hard rock in the cemetery, which 
cannot be used for burial, but which we can utilise
for cremated remains,” he says.

The lodge house at the gates of the cemetery,
orginally provided for the cemetery keeper, has
been sold by the city council as a private dwelling
whose owners obviously appreciate the quiet and
contemplative nature of their neighbours.

The Grange Association has initiated a project
to provide visitor boards at both entrances to
the cemetery, which will highlight some of the
notable graves and their history. Watch out for
more details in the next Newsletter.

HISTORY AND HERITAGE
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Simple headstone for the late Robin Cook

Looking south along the wide alleys: Space is at a premium within the walled grounds but there are still plots available.
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The City of Edinburgh planning department is re-writing the 
conservation area character appraisal documents (CACA) for all 
the conservation areas in Edinburgh and the Grange is the first.
The CACA defines what is important in the character of the 
conservation area. 

It is critical in dealing with planning applications because consent
should not be given to applications which detract from that 
character. The last edition of the Grange CACA was written in
1999 and there have been a number of changes since then. We
were pleased that a group of us was invited to meet with Council
officials to discuss the re-writing. We have also had discussions
with the MSc students from Edinburgh University Architectural
Conservation Department who have been studying the Grange.  

Their work has been used by the Planners to help in this 
re-writing. Summary panels of the students’ work were on view 
at the AGM and subsequently at Newington Library together with
a display about the new CACA. The new Grange CACA is now in
draft form and went out to public consultation from 17 March to 
7 April.

GA committee members have also attended meetings about the
draft Local Development Plan. This plan is held up at the moment
because the Government requires Edinburgh to earmark more
land for new housing, however it is expected that a new draft will
come to general consultation during the summer.

Since December, we have scrutinised 27 planning applications
and sent in an objection to five, all of which are still awaiting a
decision. The property at 15 Cumin Place has plans for a very
large extension at the rear which, we feel, would dominate the
house. The owners of 28 Mansionhouse Road have applied for 
a rear extension, which would protrude at the side and we 
consider, would spoil the symmetry of this listed building. The
property at 40 Dick Place, one of a pair of listed buildings, is 
subject to plans to extend a long way into the back garden and
to insert Velux windows in the front elevation, both of which seem
to us to be inappropriate. Meanwhile at 15 Mansionhouse Road
there are proposals to increase the hard standing in the front,
which would allow car parking at the bay window.  

Neighbours drew our attention to an unauthorised extension to 
the garden room at 2/12 Palmerston Road. We reported this to 
enforcement, but it was dismissed as only a minor infringement.  

We were invited by the architects to comment on plans to 
convert 91 South Oswald Road into flats. Some changes have
been made in response to our suggestions, but we still feel that
there is too little garden and too much parking area in the 
proposal. A common aspect of all these schemes is that they
would lead to a significant loss of green space.

ROGER KELLETT

Pulsing ahead for change

Astley Ainslie Hospital. Two temporary heating boiler modules.
50 Grange Road. Demolition of existing garage
14 Dick Place. Extension of garage slated roof over flat roof to rear of
garage.

12 Oswald Road. Single garage to south and reconstruction of existing 
annexe to north.

PF2 13 Grange Loan. New French doors, external decking and steps 
down to garden.

38 Lauder Road. Single-storey extension to rear and new rooflights.
20 Hope Terrace. Side and rear extensions with terrace and steps.
15 Grange Road.Garage conversion to form en-suite.
50 Grange Road. Replace garage and construct rear extension to form
kitchen/family room.

12 Glenisla Gardens. Relocate kitchen. Erect storm-porch to rear of house.
1/6 Dalrymple Crescent. Erect side extension to ground floor flat.
The following application was refused:
17 Cumin Place. Construction of house (renewal of consent from 2004).
The following applications were given a mixed decision:
45 Grange Road. Refused – first floor extension above the kitchen 
and create pedestrian access gate. Granted – greenhouse and glazed
canopy to side of house.

58 St Albans Road. Refused – Juliet balcony. Granted – change door 
to rear outshot.

The following notification to Enforcement was dismissed:
2/12 Palmerston Road. Extension to a garden shed.  (*)

In mid-March these applications were still pending:
72 – 80 Causewayside. Plum Vinyl ATM. 
52 Grange Road. New dormer to rear and new rooflights to front.
15 Cumin Place. Single storey extension to the rear; new pedestrian 
access railings and gates. (*)

28 Mansionhouse Road. Extend and alter existing rear extension. (*)
40 Dick Place. Alter and extend one and a half extension to existing house
new link to ground floor. Lower existing cills to garden elevation and fit new
velux conservation style roof windows. Remove three trees and adopt 
landscape. (*)

15 Mansionhouse Road. Widen driveway, replace windows, 
new side extension. (*)

12 Mortonhall Road. 3 velux windows and the enlargement of an existing
dormer on the garden elevation,

4 Hatton Place. Extension to kitchen outshot, new French doors 
and alteration to windows.

24 Grange Crescent. Attic conversion with a dormer and rooflights 
to front and rear. 

35 Grange Terrace. Replace window with French doors, external landing
and steps.

Flat 28 18 Lauder Road. Change of use of flat to office.
5 & 5A Whitehouse Terrace. Extension and glazed roof to courtyard. (*)
91 South Oswald Road. Alter and extend schoolhouse to make 10 flats. (*)

(*) An asterisk indicates comments made by the Grange Association

APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING CONSENT
The following applications were granted between the end of December 2013 and mid-March 2014:
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Clematis and roses beckon  at Wemyss Castle
ALISON BRAMLEY issues an invitation

All aboard
for June
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Annual coach trip to Wemyss Castle
Gardens on Tuesday 17 June
Everyone is invited to join our annual
Gardens Visit. This year we will be 
going to Wemyss Castle Gardens in Fife,
famous for clematis and roses in the
walled garden and much more in the 
extensive grounds.  

On our way there we plan to visit 
Southern Hemisphere Botanics, a 
private garden to the West of the Forth
Bridge which has been planted with
specimens from the Antipodes and
South Africa.

We hope you will be able to join us and
bring interested friends. The coach will
leave Lauder Road at 9.30am and return
by 6.00pm. The cost is likely to be about
£25 per person including coach fare,
garden entrances but not lunch. The 
garden visits are very popular so please
let me know if you want to come by
phone or e-mail and I will note your 

interest and send you an application
form with more details of the trip nearer
the time.

Annual Plant Sale/Sunday 11 May
This year we will hold our plant sale at
the Grange Fair on 11 May on the grass
in front of Newington Library. There will
be a choice of summer bedding plants,
vegetables and herbs so please come
along and stock up for summer. Plants
are fresh from Midlothian and delivered
the same day.  

All donations of indoor and outdoor
plants are welcome and should be
brought in the morning. Let me know if
you need help with transport. Members
of the Grange Garden Exchange will be
on hand and volunteers with garden
knowledge who would like to help would
be very welcome. 

WE ARE OPEN 7 DAYS 
from 6.30am until 8pm

We Offer a FULL Grocery Range which 
includes Instore Bakery, Chilled & Frozen
Foods, Newpapers & Magazines 
PLUS...
A Great Range of Wines, Beers & Spirits at
Great Prices!

WE CAN ALSO OFFER YOU FREE HOME DELIVERY

www.avenuestore.co.uk
for details and offers

The Avenue Store
36 Blackford Avenue
EH9 2PP
0131 668 3274

A glorious display of colour at Wemyss Castle

If you want to join the Grange Garden Exchange group 
and hear about future activities write to:

gardens@grangeassociation.com
or call Alison Bramley 667 5667

Find news under the gardens tab at 
www.grangeassociation.org
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A B MEARNS Ltd
Est 1975

Masonry Specialist
Stone restoration and repairs
City of Edinburgh District Council and
Historic Scotland Approved Contractor
Statutory Notice enquires welcome

Georgian, Victorian and 
Edwardian buildings

Natural stone supplied to 
your requirements

Doff Paint Removal Approved Contractor

0131 554 7753
Fax 0131 553 2460

55 Bangor Road 
Edinburgh EH6 5JX

www.abmearns-stone.co.uk

Street clutter
Part of Grange Loan is looking much less cluttered since
the removal of four poles and the parking signs moved
and attached to the Cricket Club wall. 
We already have several people who have volunteered 
to have signs placed on their wall or railing – and have
passed these to the City Council for action. 
If any other reader could have a sign attached to their
property and the pole then removed please let us know
and we’ll pass on your details.

BEFORE: Pole and sign 

Annual meeting: A packed AGM on 
Wednesday 12 March with more than 80 
residents present heard a description of the
proposed new Conservation Area Character
Appraisal from Rachel Haworth of the City
Council (see Planning Page 9). 
Following the AGM Dr Brian Pentland 
described the history of the Astley Ainslie
Hospital and the different branches of 
medicine practised there. 

Two new members of the Grange Association
committee were elected – Erick Davidson and
Jenny Dawe, who were welcomed for the 
expertise they bring.

Meanwhile many of those at the AGM 
complained about the state of many of the
roads in the Grange. We appreciate that roads
all over the city are in a bad state of repair;
however, it does seem that “he who shouts
loudest” gets results. 

The Chair, John Graham, undertook to write
to the Council about the poor state of many
roads in the area. If you have a problem near
you please report it to the Council (and copy
your complaint to our local councillors). 

Potholes can be reported to Clarence (0800
232323) or clarence@edinburgh.gov.uk.
Clarence can also be used to report blocked
gullies and broken street lights.  

Police: There have been concerns that with
the change to a Scotland wide Police Force
we might lose some local, popular, police 
officers. We are pleased to hear that there will
now be five Community Beat Officers for the
Grange area.  

Astley Ainslie Hospital site: Many thanks to
everyone who responded to the call for details
of walking or cycling through the grounds as a
preferred route. If you have not yet contacted
us please send details of your use of the
grounds – particularly if your use extends
back over many years. This evidence may be
helpful if there is a threat to close access to
the site. 

Overgrown hedges: Hedges which block the
pavement and low branches from trees can
cause problems for pedestrians – especially
those who are blind, in wheelchairs or with
buggies. We have reported some examples 
to the City Council and action to cut back the 
offending branches has been taken. If you
have such a hedge or tree, please ensure that
it is cut back. Or, let us know of any problems
and we’ll report these to the Council.

SUE TRITTON

Face of the future

AFTER: Sign on the wall
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E V E N T S  &  T A L K S  A G E N D A

Meetings are held in the Butterflies Cafe at Marchmont St. Giles Church. 
Evenings start with a short networking period with coffee, tea and biscuits at 7.00pm, 

in time for the main talk at 7.30pm.
EVENTS ORGANISER: Hilary Watkinson (667 6360) Events Organiser  

events@grangeassociation.com

Star gazing at the Royal Observatory: Professor John Peacock gives the inside track

Sunday 11 May:
The Grange Fair:  Newington Library 
and on Fountainhall Road from 
1.00pm – 4.30pm

Tuesday 17 June:
Annual coach trip to Wemyss 
Castle Gardens 

Wednesday 8 October:
Prof John Peacock – Astronomy Past,
Present and Future at the Royal 
Observatory, Edinburgh

Wednesday 12 November: 
Joan Nadeau – Children in the 
Rwandan Hills – an illustrated talk by a
Voluntary Service Overseas volunteer.

Wednesday 3 December: 
Christmas Event – programme to be
confirmed (Venue as usual)


