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A Happy New Year and welcome to the January Grange Newsletter.
This edition contains the usual mix of local, historical and environmental articles. The Profile this time is
about both a person and an organisation used by Grange residents.
We have also included in the centre of the magazine a four page insert on membership matters. Here you
will find information on what we do and how we do it, a membership form for new members and existing
members whose details have changed, a Data Protection consent form for new members, opportunities
for new committee members and notice of the 2019 AGM. We hope to see many of you at the AGM where
there will also be an update on what is happening at the Astley Ainslie Hospital site.
Jenny Dawe
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HISTORY & HERITAGE
William Henderson,

controversial Professor
of Pathology, Edinburgh
After a visit to Grange Cemetery, a new Grange resident
- David H A Boyd, retired consultant physician suggested that William Henderson, Professor of
Pathology at Edinburgh University in the 1840s, would
be an interesting addition to any further publication on
Notable Burials. Most of the following information is
culled, with his sanction, from David Boyd’s academic
article on Henderson in the Journal of the Royal College
of Physicians Edinburgh 2005:36/170-178.
The burial of William Henderson, MD,
FRCP, Professor of General Pathology
at the University of Edinburgh, is
marked by a family memorial stone
against the north wall of Grange
Cemetery at its eastern end. Born in
Thurso in 1810, Henderson died in
Edinburgh on 01 April 1872.
There are many medical people
commemorated in the cemetery but few aroused as much
controversy in the Edinburgh medical establishment as this
renowned pathologist. The reason? Henderson’s support
for, and practice of, homeopathy.
Henderson’s medical career began in an orthodox manner.
After graduating MD from Edinburgh University in 1831, he
studied in Paris, Berlin and Vienna. Next came employment
as physician to the Fever Hospital, pathologist to the
Edinburgh Royal Infirmary (ERI), assistant physician ERI, and
physician-in-ordinary ERI in 1840. He was well regarded as a
teacher and clinician. He produced important papers on
aortic and heart disease and contributed to the
differentiation of typhus and typhoid fevers. In 1838,
Henderson was elected a Fellow of the Royal College of
Physicians of Edinburgh (RCPE).
In 1842, Henderson was appointed Chair of General
Pathology with charge of beds in the ERI. At this time, there
was no hint that Henderson was dallying with homeopathy.
It was his sense of humour that attracted attention. A
student recounted that, in a lecture on the sounds of the

Grange Cemetery
The small group of people interested in producing more
information on notable people with gravestones in the
cemetery has continued to meet occasionally. One of the
characters we are trying to find out more about is noted on

heart, Henderson stated that donkeys had been used in the
investigation and that “The donkey, gentlemen, has been a
most valuable animal in the progress of science.” Henderson
had then looked around the students and added:
“Gentlemen, there is hope for you all yet.”
Henderson probably became aware of the tenets of
homeopathy, using extreme dilutions of preparations, as a
postgraduate in Europe in the early 1830s. There is no clear
evidence he practised it until 1845 when he published An
Inquiry into the Homeopathic Practice of Medicine, in which
he cited 122 cases to support his
advocacy of the system. He
added an appendix with dubious
statistics from another
publication to make his case. The
Dean of the Faculty of Medicine
from 1844, Professor James
Syme, strongly opposed
homeopathy. Syme demanded
to know whether Henderson had
practised homeopathy while
physician to the ERI. Henderson’s
William Henderson affirmative reply led to a
Committee Report and the removal of Henderson from
clinical teaching and patient care at the ERI. Syme tried
unsuccessfully twice to have the University Patrons remove
him as Professor.
In the 1850s, Henderson refused to succumb to demands he
withdraw from the RCPE. Following an address to the
Edinburgh Medico-Chirurgical Society by Professor Sir James
Y Simpson in which he castigated homeopathy as “a system
of consummate charlatanry”, Henderson and others were
expelled from that Society.
Henderson’s Christian faith and great scholarship in Greek
and Hebrew culminated three years before his death in the
publication of his Dictionary and Concordance of the Names
of Persons and Places of the Old and New Testaments in
1869.
Ironically, Henderson died in 1872 from aortic aneurysm, a
condition he had studied extensively and on which much of
his good reputation rested.
[Photograph of Henderson’s grave: By Stephencdickson - CC BY-SA 4.0;
Portrait of Henderson - CC BY 4.0 - from
https://wellcomeimages.org/indexplus/image/V0028714.html]

a stone as: “Tom, an African Slave boy, died at Edinburgh
April 19�� 1884 aged 13. Erected by children of Rosehall U.P.
Church.” We have tracked down very little about him. Do
you know anything about Tom? Do you have any ideas to
help us learn more? We’d love to hear from you.
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LOCAL ACTIVITY
French lessons -

but not as you remember them

and one for Preston
Street Primary School.
Vivian began by asking
Newington Library would like to give a big thank you to the
the children what they
Grange Fair and the Grange Association for funding the
thought she had been
visit to Newington Library on Tuesday 20 November by
good at during her
Vivian French, a local children’s writer and illustrator. The
school days. She then
visit coincided with Book Week Scotland and Vivian gave
explained how she
two sessions - one for Sciennes Primary School (below)
started writing stories.
The children engaged
thoroughly with Vivian,
coming up with lots of
ideas of how her
stories would progress.
Vivian created a wonderful hag of a witch (above) for
each group of children. She suggested that each child
draw their own idea of a witch, swap drawings around
the class and create a story about the image of the
witch they received. Vivian and I are looking forward to
reading all these stories after completion. From the
ideas that were being expressed during the two
sessions, I think we might have some budding authors
in our midst.

Julia Cormack, Team Leader at Newington Library,
updates us on a very successful event at the library.

f
f
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LOCAL ACTIVITY/ERIC LIDDELL
Blitz on leaves

where compacted leaves appeared
to be several years old were
particularly heavy work. Every few
ave you recently noticed
days we told the Council where we
groups of (mainly older) people had left piles of filled black bags –
clearing fallen leaves from
these were usually picked up
pavements and gutters? Do you
within a few days.
remember last winter’s piles of
Most of those who helped seemed
slippery, fallen leaves on pavements
to enjoy the work. It was an
and compacted leaves in gutters
opportunity to meet neighbours
blocking the gullies? Do you recall
and there was satisfaction in seeing clean pavements and
that the “annual leaf clearing” by
gutters. Some people felt that we were doing work that the
the City Council only happened in
Council should be doing but it allowed us to appreciate the
early 2018?
difficult task the Council has in clearing all streets of fallen
In October 2018, the Grange
leaves in a short period. Thanks are due to all those who
Association arranged with the
helped to fill over 600 bags collected by the Council.
Council for a combined effort to clear leaves from our streets. The
Some people commented as they passed us; others ignored us.
Council agreed to provide strong black bags, shovels and brushes
Many thanked us; others complained that we were in their way
and to collect filled bags. We then went into action.
or preventing them from parking. A few asked if we were
An appeal was sent to all Grange Association members on our
“doing community service?” A small child climbed out of her
email list on 30 October. Over 40 people responded saying they
buggy to put a few handfuls of leaves into a bag.
would help. The Council delivered 700 bags and 15 shovels and
The Council has commended the Grange Association for our
brushes to five addresses whose owners had offered to provide
work and promised to clean the streets we were unable to
storage facilities for this equipment. Over the following four
clear. The Council has also said that it hopes to collaborate with
weeks, volunteers worked to clear many of the streets. Some got
us again in Autumn 2019. We will let everyone know in the
together with neighbours to clear their own streets; others
September 2019 newsletter what our plans are and how you
worked in groups in areas with particularly large leaf falls; others
can get involved if we do repeat this initiative.
Sue Tritton
cleared areas (such as Lover’s Loan) with no residents. Gutters

H

Eric Liddell, 1902-1945

the University and in seven internationals, and
kept up his Christian beliefs at Morningside
Eric Liddell has inspired generations of
Congregational Church and speaking as part of
athletes and Christians through his sporting Muscular Christianity Campaigns. At Eric’s July
achievements and his faith. The film
1924 graduation, the Vice-Chancellor remarked:
Chariots of Fire ensures he is remembered
“Mr. Liddell, you have shown that none can
as the man who refused to run on Sundays, pass you except the examiners.” Not to be
thus ruling himself out of his favoured 100m outdone in wit, at a lunch later that day, Eric
distance in the 1924 Paris Olympics before proclaimed that his poor running style was
triumphing with a gold medal in the 400m
down to his Borders ancestors who needed to
Liddell family 1908 race and bronze in the 200m.
escape quickly from forays into England: “One 1924 relay race
does not look for correct action when one is returning from
What is Eric Liddell’s connection to the Grange? It is Homeross
raids, and probably this explains my own running action.”
House, Strathearn Road – not the retirement flats, but the land
they occupy. From 1921, the Scottish Congregational College
From 1925 to 1943, Eric Liddell devoted his life to missionary
(SCC) was based in a grand “Scottish Baronial” house built in 1864 work in North China. He taught science and athletics to boys
at 29 Hope Terrace. It was sold in 1975, became Mountgrange
at the Anglo-Chinese College in Tientsin for 12 years before
Hotel, then was demolished to make way for Homeross House,
moving to Siaochang in 1937. In 1941, the escalating war with
built in 1986. Eric Liddell studied and lived at the SCC in 1924-25 Japan made life even more fraught. Wife Florence, daughter
after graduating BSc from Edinburgh University. He departed
of Canadian missionaries, whom he had married in 1934, and
from the college in 1925 in a horse-drawn cab, minus horse,
their two young daughters moved to Canada where Eric’s third
being pulled by University athletes from Hope Terrace to
daughter was born. Eric stayed in Tientsin until 1943 when he
Waverley Station. He returned to study at the SCC in 1930-32,
was interned by the Japanese in Weihsein Camp. He remained
being ordained as a minister in June 1932.
a staunch Christian to the end, urging his fellow internees to
show forgiveness to the Japanese. In February 1945, Eric
Born in Tientsin (now Tianjin), China, in 1902, second son to
missionaries, Eric Henry Liddell first came to the UK, to Scotland, Liddell died of a brain tumour in the camp.
in 1907. His schooling was mainly as a boarder at Eltham College, Eric Liddell’s name and belief in nurturing mind, body and soul
Kent. In 1920, Eric began at Edinburgh University. He ran 100
lives on in Edinburgh in the Eric Liddell Centre in the old North
and 200 yards for the University and Scotland, played rugby for
Morningside Church at Holy Corner.
JD
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PROFILE - John MacMillan and ELC

The Eric Liddell Centre is a local care charity and
community hub. Last month, Jenny Dawe interviewed
its Chief Executive, John MacMillan.
Photographs supplied by Eric Liddell Centre.

A perfect match

Y

ou may be one of those in the Grange who use its services, attend
classes, volunteer there or donate to it. Or you may be one of those
who have walked past and wondered what happens inside. In either
case, read on and pop in next time you are passing the Eric Liddell
Centre to see for yourself. Also, read about Eric Liddell on page 5.
The Eric Liddell Centre is based in the old Morningside North Parish
Church at 15 Morningside Road, built in 1879 as the United Presbyterian
Church. Not used as a church by 1980, it was converted into Holy
Corner Church Centre on the initiative of the three other “Holy Corner”
churches – Christ Church, Morningside United Church and Morningside
Baptist Church. In recognition of Eric Liddell’s values and his
involvement with Morningside Congregational Church, which merged
with Church of Scotland congregations to form Morningside United
Church, the centre was renamed The Eric Liddell Centre (ELC) in 1987.
As a care charity and community hub, the ELC is dedicated to creating a
fitting and continuing memorial to Eric Liddell’s compassionate social
values by inspiring, empowering and supporting people locally and
throughout the city. Services are delivered by professionals and
volunteers.
Amongst its offerings, the Centre provides a weekday day care service
for up to 70 people living with dementia; supports unpaid carers with a
Befriending Service; houses eight small charities; supports a hospital
discharge project for the elderly; has two shops for second-hand books
and children’s clothes; provides space for classes and groups, such as
Yoga, Pilates, music and gymnastics for children; and has a community
café with excellent soup, scones and cakes.
The ELC needs to raise £100K a year to maintain and operate the facility.
Finding this becomes more difficult as public funds diminish and
corporate funds face increased demand. For example, its innovative
and very popular low cost footcare project is now facing an uncertain
future with loss of public sector finance. To exacerbate funding woes,
there is increased demand for services with the number of people living
with dementia expected to double in the next 25 years and loneliness
and social isolation on the increase.
6

John MacMillan has been Chief Executive of the Eric Liddell Centre since
2016. He has proved a compassionate and inspiring leader, determined
to do his best for staff, volunteers and the many people who use the
Centre. A perfect match for the job, what is his background and what
made him take on the post? What motivates him?
John, brought up in Cumnock, was born in Kilmarnock in 1964, third
child to James, a joiner, and Ellen, a teacher and later social worker.
John had “a very positive family life” with an older brother and sister,
with music and sport playing important roles.
Musical ability runs through the generations of John’s family. He
narrates an interesting tale about his maternal grandfather, George
Loy, a miner of Catholic Irish extraction with a passion for music - he
sang in a church choir and played euphonium in a brass band. John
describes him as “a stereotypical Scottish stoic, working in very tough
conditions”. “One day a travelling person, a fortune-teller, chapped on
the door of my grandfather’s cottage. Normally, he’d have seen her off
politely. This time he gave her some money and the first thing she said
was: ‘There’s going to be somebody in your family who will be worldrenowned in the world of music.’ This was before my grandfather had
any children. When his first-born, my mother Ellen, came along, my
grandfather was keen to encourage her in music and she was allegedly
a very good pianist though I never heard her play. Indeed, she felt so
pressurised that she ended up hating music and vowed she’d never
force it on any of her children.” So the tale might have ended with the
fortune-teller’s forecast forgotten.
But music had its way of winning through. Ellen, with her musical talent
dampened, married James who had an innate musical ability, able to
play instruments by ear though he could not read a note. Their first
son, James, was born and the family story is that as a pre-schooler he
would speak of “all these sounds, tunes and music in my head”. His
mother eventually succumbed and gave James a recorder. From that
moment, he made music with great joy and talent, going on to play the
trumpet and then piano. And the fortune-teller’s prophecy came true
as John’s big brother Jimmy grew up into Sir James MacMillan, world
renowned composer.
All the family were musical. John’s sister’s talent was in singing and
trombone. John’s own love of music started early, playing in school and
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PROFILE - John MacMillan and ELC
brass bands. Then, at about 15, he reports: “The guitar became my
passion.” He tells his own musical story: “I played in rock bands at
school and, after graduating, played professionally, performing on a
number of support tours. We played Barrowlands, Universities and
Colleges, and, in the mid ‘80s, supported Runrig, Hue and Cry and Wet
Wet Wet. We did some decent tours.” Life might have turned out very
differently for John. “I acted as musician, manager and agent. As four
young guys from the West of Scotland, we did very well. We were
offered an Atlantic Records recording contract but made the mistake of
getting into the hands of a management company whose greed
eventually blew the deal for us. We played music for the love of it, not
the money. I decided I was not interested in the music industry and the
band stopped playing. But my enjoyment of
music has not stopped.”
John remains grateful to Cumnock Academy,
which he entered in 3rd Year because the local
Catholic secondary school did not offer beyond
4th Year, which had an exceptionally high
quality music department and also supported
his sports development which he also enjoyed.
After 6th Year at school, John spent 1982-85 on
a community development diploma course at
Jordanhill College. Years later, he did a BA in
Community Education at Strathclyde University
by distance learning.
From 1988-91, John worked as a Community
Musician, providing music therapy and teaching
- a perfect confluence of his passions for music
and community development. From that, he
moved into generic youth development work
and community education which led to more
senior posts in local government in Dumfries &
Galloway Council and South Ayrshire Council.
His career path took him into Economic and
Community Development, dealing with area
regeneration strategies, a Youth Arts Centre, adult learning and
responding to employability, deprivation and poverty issues. His last
role in local government was during 2010-16 in South Ayrshire Council
as Manager of Learning and Development Initiatives. His lead role in
reviewing Council grants schemes, developing Service Improvement
Plans and evaluating services provided useful preparation for his
current role.
Why did he move from the public to the charity sector? “I spent nearly
20 years in local government, working hard to do the right thing for
communities and individuals. The more senior I got, the more I thought
I could make a real impact but it sometimes felt like walking through
treacle. Eventually, I felt I wanted to get involved in the Third Sector to
make a difference and to be closer to the impact on people.” He
continues: “When the Eric Liddell job came up, it seemed ideal. Plus my
sons were in Edinburgh and my wife and I thought Edinburgh would be
a great place to be.”
Since taking on the role as Chief Executive in 2016, John has worked
hard to create a positive working environment, improve corporate
working with a range of partners, lead the development of a Strategic
Business Plan and implement change to make the charity work
professionally while maintaining excellent services.
How has he found working in the Third Sector? “It’s easier to move
quickly and respond than it was in local government. It’s good to see
the impact of what we do at close range. But many challenges are the
same, especially finance and staffing issues. There are similarities
between elected representatives on Councils and non-executive

Trustees; but there is not the political conflict.”
John puts in long hours at work but enjoys time with his wife, Diane - an
optician, whom he met when they were both ski instructors – and two
sons, one just finished a Master’s degree and the other at Heriot-Watt
University. Eric Liddell would approve of John’s sporting interests. He
has always loved sport of all sorts, continues to ski when he can, but
basketball is his main interest, stemming from his time at Cumnock
Academy. He got into national Scotland squads but eventually gave up
because the inevitable staved fingers affected his guitar playing. He
became a coach when his sons began playing and would have had to
travel for coaching. It was for the same reason that he set up a youth
football club in Kirkcudbright with a friend.
John remains passionate about improving the
lives and circumstances of individuals, groups
and communities and is a great advocate for
the ELC where he feels he has found the perfect
match for his interests and abilities. He wants
“the beautiful building to be alive with the buzz
of activity for all ages” but cannot stress
enough just how important the caring services
are for individuals and families. “Our specialist
dementia day care model provides a vibrant
curriculum of learning, recreation, fun and
engagement with others. We can’t stop
dementia but, by keeping mind and body
active, we can help to retain more abilities and
faculties. We’re following Eric Liddell’s
principles of looking after mind, body and
soul.” On carers, he is equally enthusiastic:
“Our range of help for carers ensures they have
some “me time”, so vital for their well-being.”
Eric Liddell is still a revered name in China, with
regular visits of film crews, groups and
individuals to the ELC to pay homage. One of
the more recent was the now 91-year-old Dr. H
K Cheng (photographed above in the ELC), a student at Tientsin AngloChinese College in the 1930s during Eric Liddell’s time, who described
his former teacher as “an inspiration” who was “energetic, kind and
always strived to help people, something which is fantastic to see
reflected in the work done by the Centre.”
The interview ends with John commenting: “I feel a great responsibility
to champion Eric’s legacy and am pleased that devotees and his family
have said they believe he would approve of what we are doing in his
name. However, I don’t feel that Scotland and the UK celebrate his life
enough. There are two events that I am keen to promote: the massive
opportunity of the 2024 centenary of Eric’s gold medal at the Paris
Olympics; and, more immediately, following our successful inaugural
gala dinner in 2017 which raised £10K, our second ‘Going for Gold’
fundraising Gala on 26 April 2019 at Murrayfield Stadium’s President’s
Suite. Enjoy a great night, while supporting the life changing and life
supporting services provided by the ELC.”

Contact details to find out more, learn
about volunteering opportunities, make
donations or buy tickets for events:
Eric Liddell Centre, 15 Morningside Road, EH10 4DP
Tel 0131 447 4520
Email frontdesk@ericliddell.org
Website www.ericliddell.org
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NATURE NOTES f r o m T o m B r e h e n y
Bird feeders and predators

forlorn surviving pigeon sat on the fence and flapped
from tree to tree and avoided landing on the ground
below the bird feeder. It was a sad sight and easy to
e have a sturdy wire bird feeder hanging from
believe that this creature was grieving for its lost
the apple tree in the garden which is supposed
partner.
The pigeon returned to the garden every day
to be squirrel-proof: perhaps the manufacturer's claim
for
a
couple
of weeks and was then joined by second
was rather over optimistic. One of our resident
bird,
which
I
assumed might be a new female mate.
Nutkins is perfectly
However,
what
appeared to be an amorous, fawning
adept at thrusting a
courtship
display,
turned out to be a young, wellfurry little paw
developed,
needy chick pleading to be fed. An
through the narrow
immature,
fully-fledged
woodpigeon lacks the white
bars, raking a
flash
on
the
neck
which
both parents have.
bountiful harvest of
Wrens are a familiar sight in our gardens, weaving in
mixed seed and
and out of the undergrowth and feeding on insects,
scattering it onto the
and the ditches along the railway provide excellent
earth below. The
nesting sites and safe havens. What I hadn't
fallen seed is then
Woodpigeon observed before was a wren working the parked cars
nibbled at leisure by the squirrel and
pecked up by the pair of semi-tame woodpigeons that at the front of the house, checking the windscreen
wipers, flitting under the wheel arches and searching
visit our garden daily, waiting for their four-legged pal
spiders' webs attached to the wing mirrors. The
to provide breakfast.
autumn
leaves under the vehicles provide plenty of
We now have Anna, a knowledgeable, hard-working
cover
for
insects. That busy little wren reminded me
gardener to keep our plot under control now that old
of
an
incident
some years ago when I watched a
age has limited my own horticultural ambitions. While
dubious
character
on Thistle Street moving
Anna was working on the herbaceous border at the
systematically
along
a line of parked cars, trying all of
back of the house, the local fox tiptoed quietly
the
handles.
Opportunism
for all creatures, great and
alongside her and sniffed at her rucksack in a
small,
provided by the
nonchalant manner, before leaping onto the boundary
automobile.
wall and trotting off to the neighbours' gardens to
The wild geese have
explore. The stone wall also doubles up as a cat
arrived in large numbers
highway. I wonder which of those stealthy creatures
and their distant honking
has right of way, although perhaps road rage does
calls
from the rippling
not exist between Mogs and Tods.
skeins
high above have
After a short tea break with us in the kitchen, Anna
Fieldfare
alerted me to their
went back down the basement stairs to resume work
presence
when
I've
been
leaving
the house in the
in the garden. Seconds later she was back, bounding
early
morning.
There
are
also
small
flocks of
up the stairs, agitated and upset: "There's been a
fieldfares
in
the
Grange
area,
feeding
on the
murder, blood and feathers all over the place."
berries from the rowan and
"What kind of feathers?" I asked her.
whitebeam. A little further
"Seagull" she said.
afield, above Innerleithen, I
I identified the loose feathers scattered all over the
had the good fortune to
lawn and plants. They belonged to one of our
watch salmon and sea
woodpigeons. My first thought was that a
trout heading up the fish
sparrowhawk might have done the dastardly deed.
ladder below the golf
Salmon leaping
However, a search of the garden revealed no bloody
course. I stayed for an hour,
victim, which made me doubt whether a hawk could
mesmerized by the struggle and perseverance of
have killed its prey so quickly and carried it away. I
those wonderful fish in getting to their spawning
once observed a female sparrowhawk in the Botanics grounds. One of the welcome perks of old age and
take twenty minutes to kill a struggling stock dove on
retirement is the ability to sit quietly for prolonged
the lawn in front of Inverleith House. We didn't
periods of time observing nature at its very best.
intervene. The identity of our own assassin must
remain a mystery, but, if I was a gambling man, my
[Fieldfare Photo © Mike Pennington (cc-by-sa/2.0)
money would be on the Mog who lives at the top of
Woodpigeon Photo © Copyright Maigheach-gheal (CC)]
the lane. For several days following the incident the

W
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SPOTLIGHT/CONTACTS/TREES/EVENTS
Leaf fall

SPOTLIGHT on Isobel Miller
The sixteenth in a series telling you about
your Grange Association contacts
On our return from London, Hugh and I
were lucky that 12 Dick Place appeared
on the market. It was in an ideal
situation within walking distance of the
Royal Infirmary and proved a perfect
place to bring up Jamie and Catherine
who began school at Sciennes. We
continued the property’s medical
tradition set by Dugald Christie (see
Grange Newsletter, 122) and Colonel
Cunningham, Superintendent of Astley
Ainslie, and his daughter Mary, Principal of the Occupational
Therapy College at Astley Ainslie.
I was a full-time house mother until I joined the JIIG-CAL (Job
Ideas and Information Generator linked to Computer
Assisted Learning) team at Edinburgh University. JIIG-CAL
was a careers guidance programme for school pupils used by
Careers Services throughout the UK. I later set up as an
independent Careers Adviser working with adults facing
career change.
When Hugh retired, I stopped work to share great holidays
with him, golfing, cycle touring, skiing and world-wide trips.
This idyllic lifestyle ended when Hugh died after several
years of ill-health. I spend time now doing voluntary work
with NHSLothian on healthcare concerns and am secretary
for three community groups.
I joined the Grange Association Committee as Events
Organiser after considerable persuasion and with some
apprehension. With the help of others, we have had some
good evenings this winter. Let’s hope for more.

USEFUL CONTACTS
MP for Edinburgh South: Ian Murray
Tel: 0131 662 4520 ian.murray.mp@parliament.uk
Office: 31 Minto Street, Edinburgh EH9 2BT
MSP for Edinburgh Southern: Daniel Johnson
0131 541 2145
daniel.johnson.msp@parliament.scot
Office: 134 Comiston Road, Edinburgh EH10 5QN
Local Councillors
Tel: 0131 200 2000
Email: first name.surname@edinburgh.gov.uk
Address: City of Edinburgh Council, City Chambers,
High Street, Edinburgh EH1 1YJ;
Southside/Newington
Morningside
Steve Burgess
Nick Cook
Alison Dickie
Melanie Main
Ian Perry
Neil Ross
Cameron Rose
Mandy Watt

T

his year the trees’ leaves began to change colour
earlier and more noticeably than usual. A Norway
maple in Strathearn Road was a good shade of red by
the end of August - and it may be that we enjoyed the
colour for longer because the leaves weren’t whisked
away quite so soon in the equinoctial gales.
But sooner or later, leaves are on the pavements. For a
very short time this is a novelty, and children at least
enjoy shuffling through drifts of dry leaves. It’s
noticeable that leaves of different trees come off at
different times. Those of limes and sycamores fall
relatively early – in fact limes have been shedding dead
flowers with their leafy bracts since August. Birch,
beech and oak hold on to theirs longer, usually well into
November. Holly and various other evergreens shed
their leaves in high summer.
Fallen leaves decay at different rates. The leaves of
beech, oak and plane trees decompose slowly and pine
needles can persist on the ground for up to seven years.
Those of ash and limes decompose quickly because
they contain relatively little woody material (lignin) and
relatively large amounts of plant nutrients, and it is
these, together with the sycamore leaves, that turn to
sludge on the pavement. Beech and oak leaves contain
tannins which form complex compounds with proteins
that are highly resistant to decay.
In gardens rates of decay vary according to the nature
of the soil – where lime (calcium) and earthworms are
present they will disappear much sooner. It is very
noticeable in this part of Edinburgh that leaves can
vanish from the base of a crumbling stone wall while
stubbornly persisting everywhere else. But the leaves
that are perhaps least troublesome for gardeners
create the greatest nuisance for pedestrians.
Peter Pitkin

Looking for something to do?
There are Grange Association talks and AGM to look
forward to in February and March (see back page), the
Grange Fair needing volunteers (back page) and the
Grange Association always on the look-out for new
people to join the Committee (see Insert). If you want
to listen to good speakers on a wide range of topics,
then Morningside Justice and Peace Group has
reminded us that they have a weekly programme of
talks at a £2 cost on Wednesdays, 10:30 -11:30 at Open
Door, 420 Morningside Road. You can check out their
current programme at www.morningsidejandp.org
9
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PLANNING UPDATE b y N i g e l A y t o n
Since the last newsletter, which included 10 applications pending, there have been a further 20 applications or appeals
for planning or listed building consent in the Grange. We lodged comments on two of these new applications.
The revised design for the new house at 5B Hope Terrace has been approved, which now includes a stone façade to
the ground floor that will blend better.
There have been incremental applications for 13 Lauder Road. Work is underway on the extension to the north side.
A mature lime tree has been felled by the front wall. A further application was submitted in August for a new double
garage and driveway gates to the south, at the site of the felled tree, to which we have objected.
All planning applications in the Grange can be viewed via http://gaedin.co.uk/wp/planning-2
The Traffic Orders for the new crossings of Grange Road have been issued and the plans for these crossings can be seen
at: http://gaedin.co.uk/wp/forum-test?mingleforumaction=viewtopic&t=346
Check whether you need permission to do any work to your home or to lop any tree in the Grange:
http://gaedin.co.uk/wp/planning-2/planning-guidance
We now issue e-mail alerts concerning any material planning application to Association members in the same road or
with the same postcode (excluding final letter). Members should please ensure we have your e-mail address if you
want to receive these alerts. Please then give us your views to inform whether we should submit any comment or
objection.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS and DECISIONS
August - December 2018
Applications granted:
16A Sciennes Gardens EH9 1NR
60 Grange Road EH9 1TT
*¶3 Chalmers Crescent EH9 1TW
2 Mansionhouse Road EH9 1TZ
* 5B Hope Terrace EH9 2AP
Flat 2 119 Grange Loan EH9 2EA
18 Lauder Road (VHA) EH9 2EL
8 Whitehouse Terrace EH9 2EU
2 Oswald Road EH9 2HF
*37 Dick Place EH9 2JA
51 Dick Place EH9 2JA
26 Mansionhouse Road EH9 2JD

∆GF 18 Grange Terrace EH9 2LD
*¶19 Grange Terrace
(Camilla House) EH9 2LF
52 St Alban’s Road EH9 2LX
23 St Thomas Road EH9 2LY

Applications refused, withdrawn or appealed:
Garage conversion
Mixed decision: LBC granted for
1F en-suite; Removal of GF wall
and chimney breast - Refused
Replace garage and shed with
zinc-clad garden store
Replacement windows
Modern two storey house in
gap site
Variation to glazing and
materials on south elevation
LBC for replacement glass in
windows; fan to laundry
Variation: Car port extended to
two car lengths
LBC for new opening to garage
and internal alterations
Detached extension at rear of
garden. Rebuild outbuildings.
Conservatory at rear
Mixed decision: LBC granted for
extension; Basement windows Refused
Replacement rear extension
with lower floor
LBC for internal works.
Proposed illuminated signage
withdrawn.
Timber store and greenhouse
Dormer to rear; velux windows
to all elevations

LBC = Listed Building Consent
CLP = Certificate of Lawfulness Proposed
GF = Ground Floor
1F = First Floor
10

*‡ 8 Grange Road EH9 1UH

LBC for rear extension and
internal alterations

Applications pending at 12 December 2018:
15 Sciennes Gardens EH9 1NR
4 Palmerston Road EH9 1TN

Replacement windows
Replace window with French
doors; kitchen and bathroom
alterations
19 Strathearn Road EH9 2AE
Replace conservatory with
extension and roof terrace
19 Hope Terrace EH9 2AP
Single storey extension to side
and rear
*2 Grange Crescent EH9 2EH
Replacement front door.
Replacement of hedge with 2m
high fence and gates
18 Grange Crescent EH9 2EH
Variation to room layout
*¶13 Lauder Road EH9 2EN
Double garage; new entrance,
drive and gates
GF2 27 South Oswald Rd EH9 2HH Single storey extension; LBC for
internal alterations
19 South Oswald Road EH9 2HQ Replacement windows
27-29 Lauder Road EH9 2JG
Division to form two separate
dwellings
13 Dick Place EH9 2JU
Demolish 2 extensions; new
extension and garden shed
30 Grange Terrace EH9 2LE
Replacement bathroom window
(in retrospect)
55 Fountainhall Road EH9 2LH
Single storey extension to rear
and LBC for internals

*
¶
‡
∆

comment or objection submitted by Grange Association
application modified thereafter
appeal pending
appeal concluded
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GARDENING

Gardening matters
Are you longing for some flowers and foliage at this time of
year? Recently cacti and succulents have enjoyed a revival,
perhaps to suit smaller gardens and
flats. Houseplants make a room come
alive. Just look at advertisements for
furnishings and décor. There is nearly
always some greenery in the picture.
These are inexpensive plants, often
small enough to accommodate on a
windowsill or coffee table. Many have
interesting shapes or habits. “Mother
of thousands” (Kalanchoe daigremontiana) (photo above)
from Madagascar bears its seeds along the edges of its
leaves and drops them into the compost below where they
quickly germinate.
Many succulents need to be indoors in the winter at least,
but sempervivums are hardy enough to stay outside all
year and, as the name implies, are hard to kill and easy to

propagate. All require good drainage
in a gritty compost.
If you have an unheated indoor
space, such as a well-lit porch or
conservatory, consider alpines
(photo right) in pots. Again, these
are small and often pleasingly
symmetrical with little jewels of
flowers. They are immune to cold
but hate to be too wet. The Royal Botanic Garden
Edinburgh has a wonderful collection, under glass but
unheated, and well displayed in terracotta pots topped
with grit.
See you at the Grange Fair on 11 May. In the meantime,
keep gardening!
Edythe Murie

To join the Grange Garden Exchange group and
to hear about future activities write to:
gardens@grangeassociation.com
or phone Edythe Murie 07779 763930

Astley Ainslie Community Engagement Group:

Consultation on the site’s future, promised for last
winter, has been delayed but may start in early 2019. Matters seem to be moving quickly as we go to press so we
ask people to check the website astleyainslie.wordpress.com for up-to-date information. A Public Meeting is
planned for Thursday 14 February at the Eric Liddell Centre. There will be an update at the 05 March AGM (see p12).
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EVENTS
Dates for your diary
Our season of talks continues at ST. CATHERINE’S
ARGYLE CHURCH, 61 - 63 Grange Road, on
Tuesdays. We have been very pleased to attract
good audiences for every event so far.
Tuesday 05 February: Sciennes School - Past,
Present and Future by Andrew Hunter, Head Teacher
Tuesday 05 March: AGM and Update on Proposed
Developments at Astley Ainslie. Note time, below.
Meetings will be in St Catherine’s Argyle Church.
Coffee, tea and biscuits at 19:00 precede the main
talk at 19:30 (AGM: doors open 18:30 for 19:00)
To contact our EVENTS ORGANISER, Isobel Miller,
please phone (667 4235) or email
events@grangeassociation.com

Grange Fair 11 May 2019

...\Grange fair general...

Planning for the 2019 Fair is
underway. If you have a
contribution to offer (a
demonstration, special skill, or
would like to donate goods or
volunteer to help on the day),
please contact Anna Kulhavy
at grange.fair@yahoo.co.uk or
phone 0131 623 5117 or
contact a committee member.

WE ARE OPEN 7 DAYS
from 6.30am until 8pm
We Offer a FULL Grocery Range which
includes Instore Bakery, Chilled & Frozen
Foods, Newspapers & Magazines
PLUS...
A Great Range of Wines, Beers & Spirits
at Great Prices!
WE CAN ALSO OFFER YOU FREE HOME DELIVERY

www.avenuestore.co.uk
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Fiona Hastie - Self-employed Mobile/Freelance
Hairdresser - Hairdressing in your own home by
Jenners trained stylist with many years’
experience. For an appointment to suit, please
call mobile 07932 763522; home 0131 447 1968;
or email fionahastie@me.com
NEED A PLUMBER?
Plumbing services, bathrooms, wetrooms, lead
pipe replacement, burst pipes, guttering, leadwork,
general plumbing repairs, boilers, Gas Safe
Registered.
CALL PETER DOYLE on 07793160321
Anthony Woods- Freelance acting/public
speaking tutor - Graduate of Royal Central
School of Speech and Drama, offering
personalised tuition to those applying for drama
school, improving their art or wanting to improve
their public speaking.
Please call 07812168606 or
email anthonywoodstutor@gmail.com
...\2314-Grange Association-1-4 F-C Defending the Nation-Pre...

Poster by Alexa Rutherford

The Avenue Store
36 Blackford Avenue
EH9 2PP
0131 668 3274

for details and offers
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