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That’s another Festival season over but, if you still have space for a little more music, read about Tom Cunningham,
composer, in the middle pages of this issue.  The Grange seems to abound in talented people.  Let us know of anyone
you think would be an interesting subject for a future edition.
Grange Cemetery features in two pieces; our ever-popular nature writer, Tom Breheny, highlights encounters with
otters;  another successful Grange Fair is described; and butterflies abound in the gardening section.  Don’t forget to
check out forthcoming talks, detailed on the back page.
The Grange Association welcomes Neil Robb, co-opted to the committee to share his expertise on web-related
matters.   He has already started to assess how to make our online presence more effective.
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David Mather Masson

Scottish academic

1822-1907

Council of Scotland in 1879 and in
the next twenty years was
responsible for the production of
13 volumes covering the period
from 1578 to 1627.  In 1893 he
was appointed Historiographer
Royal for Scotland. In addition to
numerous articles and stand-
alone books, Masson wrote a six-
volume Life of Milton in
Connexion with the History of His
Own Time published between

1858 and 1880, and edited Milton's Poetical Works (3 vols.,
1874) and De Quincey's Collected Works (14 vols., 1889-90).
Masson was an active supporter of university education for
women, lecturing on English Literature to the Edinburgh
Ladies Educational Association, later the Edinburgh
Association for the University Education of Women.  The first
hall of residence for women at Edinburgh University was

named Masson Hall in his honour when it was
opened in George Square in 1897 before moving
to the Grange in 1964.
Masson died on 6 October 1907 and Emily on 10
December 1915.  They had four children.   With
the exception of their only son, David Orme
Masson (1858-1937), who had been appointed the
first Professor of Chemistry at Melbourne
University in 1886, the family are all buried in
Grange Cemetery.  Of their three daughters, Helen
Orme Masson (1863-1963), married a doctor,
George Lovell Gulland (1862-1941), Professor of
Medicine in Edinburgh 1915-28.  Their eldest
daughter, Flora (1856-1937), trained as a nurse at
St Thomas Hospital in London and became matron
at the Radcliffe Infirmary in Oxford before
returning to Edinburgh.  She edited two volumes

of reminiscences by her father, and wrote several
biographies and some novels.  Their youngest daughter
Rosaline (1867-1949) wrote numerous short stories and
romantic novels, biographies and other works.  Not
surprisingly in view of their parents’ support of education for
women and women’s suffrage, Flora and Rosaline were both
involved in the movement for votes for women.

Pat Storey is a member of the Grange Association group

seeking to identify suitable names to add to the list of

notable graves in Grange Cemetery.  Here she shares

some information about David Masson, buried in the

north-west section of the cemetery.

David Mather Masson was born in Aberdeen on 2 December
1822, the first child of William Masson - variously described
in the baptisms of his children as a stone-cutter or a marble-
cutter - and his wife Sarah Mather.
David was educated at Aberdeen Grammar School and
Marischal College Aberdeen, graduating in 1839. He moved
to Edinburgh to study for the ministry but gave
this up in favour of a literary career.  Back in
Aberdeen he edited the Banner, a weekly paper
advocating Free Church principles, from 1842 to
1844, before returning to Edinburgh and then
moving to London in 1847. In 1852 he was
appointed Professor of English Literature at
University College London and from 1858 he
edited the new monthly Macmillan’s Magazine
for ten years.
Masson’s many friends in London included
Thomas Carlyle, the Italian nationalist Joseph
Mazzini and the poet Coventry Patmore.
Through Patmore, he met his future wife, Emily
Rosaline Orme (1835-1911).  Her parents,
Charles Orme, a distiller, and his wife Eliza
Andrews, had a wide circle of literary and artistic
friends including John Stuart Mill and several of the pre-
Raphaelite painters. David and Emily married in August
1853 and lived with her parents in Hampstead until they
moved to Edinburgh in 1865 when Masson was appointed
Professor of Rhetoric and English Literature at Edinburgh
University, a post he held until he retired in 1895.
Masson took over as editor of the Register of the Privy

Taking account of views of the community, a Place Brief
is to be produced to state the restrictions and
opportunities of the site for potential developers.  It has
been decided that this will be drawn up by Edinburgh
Council planners.  Recently they held four events to
complete the community consultation.  They promise
that the draft brief will be available for comment in

November, with the final version going to the planning
committee in February 2020.  They do not want the
Place Brief to be too prescriptive but agree that a very
important aspect of the Brief is how robust it will
be.  NHS Lothian do not consider this further delay will
cause problems.   NHS Lothian reassure us that the
Astley Ainslie site will not be put on the market before
the final Place Brief has been approved by the Council.

Astley Ainslie Hospital site

Roger Kellett

Masson’s grave by

Stephencdickson

CC BY-SA4.0
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A monument restored
Thorburn, Ltd., and will be keeping a watchful eye on the
remaining tree trunk behind the tomb, which is already
trying to sprout new shoots at its base.While the planting of carefully placed trees in the Grange

Cemetery greatly enhances its peaceful and restorative
atmosphere, uninvited saplings may sow themselves in

positions where their sometimes
unexpectedly fast growth can
endanger the monuments. An
example of this has recently been
discovered and repaired.
When the gravestone of the
Reverend William Meek Falconer
(1846–1913), Minister of St. Paul’s
United Free Church, Edinburgh, was
photographed in 2009, the sycamore
behind it looked innocent enough.
Ten years later, a chance walk round
the cemetery by his great-grandson
revealed that the tree’s side branch

had dangerously displaced one of the stones in the monument,
leaving the upper part precariously balanced. After the
offending branch had been removed, the family had the
monument expertly repaired by the building contractors Mary

Memorial Bench for Dorothy Ryle
Dorothy loved walking in Grange Cemetery and cared
deeply about making it a pleasant quiet place for people
to enjoy.  The Grange Association committee has agreed
to purchase a memorial bench, to be placed in the
Cemetery, in memory of Dorothy.   It is hoped that this
will be in place before Christmas.

The gravestone in 2009

January 2019 August 2019

John Falconer
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GRANGE FAIR/SPOTLIGHT

SPOTLIGHT on Jean McCutcheon
The eighteenth in a series telling you about your
Grange Association contacts

The sun shines (again) on the Fair

fundraising stalls.  The plant stall, organised by Edythe
Murie, with the help of those in the Garden Exchange

group, was overflowing with beautiful
plants many of which are now located
in gardens across the Grange.  The
refreshments provided by the tea,
coffee and scones stall and the
mango lassi stall were appreciated by
many.
The Fair benefits greatly from the
involvement of the staff at Newington
Library, led by Julia Cormack, and the
use of space at the library, inside and

out.  Thanks too, to all the local people and businesses
who generously donated baking, plants, tombola prizes,
books and bric-a-brac.
Given the kind weather and big crowds, the Fair generated
a surplus which is being donated to local support groups.
The recipients this year are Butterflies Café, First Friday
Friends at Mayfield Salisbury Church, Fresh Start, the
Braidwood Centre and Newington Library.
Important: Anna Kulhavy (Grange Fair project manager)
and Joan Forehand (treasurer) are standing down after
sterling service.  The small group, which organises the fair,
would be delighted to hear from you if you could take on
either of these roles or could help in any other respect.
We start organising the fair in January and it is essential
you are available on the day of the fair – Saturday 9 May
2020.  If you would like to be involved, or learn more,
please contact lucy.richardson@grangeassociation.com

Joan Forehand reports on another successful
Grange Fair.

I grew up in various southern
English counties and Glamorgan.
With a degree in French and a
secretarial course (and swearing I
would never teach!), I became
involved in producing materials for
teaching French and Italian!  Later,
in Rome, I started teaching English
as a Foreign Language to adults.
This wonderful career also took
me to Turkey and Spain.  I came to

Edinburgh in 1976 to take a Master's degree in
Applied Linguistics, and subsequently taught at Heriot-
Watt and Edinburgh Universities.
Music has played an important part in my life.  As a
member of the National Youth Orchestra of Wales I
played in the Usher Hall in the 1955 Edinburgh
Festival!  I have sung in choirs and regularly attend
concerts.  I enjoy opera and the theatre.
My husband and I settled in the Grange 37 years ago.
I have always been interested in administration, so the
recent appeal for committee members seemed a good
opportunity to become involved in the local
community.  I hope to make a useful contribution to
the excellent work of the Association.

The Grange Fair 2019 took place on Saturday 11th May
in Fountainhall Road.  The day heralded a fortuitous
change in the weather which brought warm spring
sunshine to the Grange.  This, along with the numerous
attractions brought the crowds again, with around 1,500
people being counted in.
The Fair was opened by an energetic performance by the
Lion Dance Troupe from Yee’s Hung Ga Kung Fu. The
entertainment programme continued with performances
from Sciennes Primary Acapella, Niklas Bennet and
Bruno Banalari-Ruiz on sax, Summerhall Singers,
Edinburgh University Clarinet Choir and the Scots Music
Group.
The children’s games
and activities were
as popular as ever:
splat the rat, fishing
for ducks, treasure
hunt, face painting,
pavement chalk and,
for the energetic, the bouncy castle, football shootout,
basketball and netball. The opportunity to set off the
siren in the police van proved irresistible to many!
The organising of the Fair involves a small organising
committee, led again this year by Anna Kulhavy. Thanks
to them and to all the volunteers who helped with the
children’s activities and also those who helped as
stewards and with setting up and manning the various
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Hitting the right note

January’s Grange Association talk on The Tumbling Lassie anti-
slavery charity inspired me to go to a performance of The

Tumbling Lassie and Fergus of Galloway. The two operettas
made me realise that I had missed out on some wonderful music
and successful collaborations between the composer, Tom
Cunningham, and wordsmith, Alexander McCall Smith.  I have
now listened to a variety of Tom’s works.  As I write this, I am
listening to his Tapestry of Many Threads.  To say his music is
easy to listen to does not relegate it to “easy listening”.  His
music has depth, wit and ingenuity.  His compositions
incorporate a wide range of styles - haunting melodies, toe-
tapping rhythm, jazzy numbers, humorous segments, Scottish
dance, classical and folk influenced pieces.  He has been lauded
by music reviewers.
What of the man behind the music?
Thomas (known as Tom) Cunningham was born in 1946 in
Edinburgh, second child to parents also born in Edinburgh.   His
mother’s mother hailed from Dornoch and her father from
Lockerbie.  His father’s mother was from the Borders and father
from Fife.  The strength of Tom’s Scottish roots is matched by the
depth of his musical heritage. His maternal grandfather made
violins; his father played the violin; and he never remembers a
time when music was not around him.  He recalls: “I was
surrounded by music from birth with music-making sessions in
various houses where instruments were played and most of the
ladies sang.  My family were keen church-goers, which added to
the musical offering.  I started playing the piano at a young age.”
Tom continues: “I could play anything on the piano and just
assumed everyone could do that.”  He often played the piano at
his first school, South Morningside Primary, amazing his teachers
with a piece he composed: “I was surprised at the reaction
because I thought it was nothing out of the ordinary to write
music.”
His education continued at George Heriot’s and at Edinburgh
University, where he graduated in Maths, not Music.  Proof
perhaps of Pythagoras’s theory on the music/maths link?

After graduating, Tom worked in London as a computer systems
programmer for Shell for six years from 1968. London played a
crucial role in Tom’s musical and personal life.  Attending Morley
College evening school was a major influence.  Established in
1889, music played a large part in establishing Morley’s
reputation, with Gustav Holst, Michael Tippett, Ralph Vaughan
Williams and Benjamin Britten all associated with it.   Tom says,
“There was a very high standard of teaching for students who
were all there because they really wanted to learn.  I had a
wonderful teacher in the composer Melanie Daiken.”  Melanie
Daiken was typical of the quality of teachers - she had studied at
the Paris Conservatoire and the Royal Academy of Music, where
she later taught and became Head of Composition.
While in London, Tom joined the Philharmonia Chorus as a
tenor.  There he met Alison, his future wife, a soprano in the
choir.   Tom reports, “We had a marvellous time in the choir.
We sang with the Philharmonia Orchestra with its world class
conductors.  We had fully paid holidays in Madrid and
Barcelona, loving the singing and the opportunity to visit foreign
places.”  Alison and Tom married in 1972 in Ayr in Alison’s
mother’s house.  They went on to have two daughters, both
now scientists and both very musical.
In 1974 Tom took up a two-year contract in Brussels, followed
by another position, as systems engineer for American computer
manufacturers.  Enjoying life in Brussels, he stayed on as an IT
manager for the European Commission from 1979 until early
retirement in 2003.  For the first five years, the family lived just
outside Brussels; and then in Brussels until 2004. “It was a
wonderful place to live and bring up our two daughters. They
went to the European School in Brussels where they were in a
multi-lingual environment of French, Spanish and Italian
teaching, picking up words in all European languages.”  Tom
learned Flemish and his French became so fluent he dreamed in
it.  Currently learning Italian to converse with his new son-in-
law’s parents,  he is pleased there are no communication issues
for his grandson, absorbing both cultures.
Within days of arriving in Belgium, Tom joined the English
speaking Brussels Madrigal Singers.  He also sang with the
Brussels Gilbert and Sullivan Society.  From 1984 to 2002, he was

Grange resident and well-regarded composer, TOM CUNNINGHAM,
spoke recently to  JENNY DAWE about his life and music.Tom at The Tumbling

Lassie première , 2018

Conducting Brussels Choral

Society, 1984

 Photos in home and garden by Alison Cunningham; at première by daughter, Louise
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Musical Director of the Brussels Choral Society, conducting as
many as 150 people of 22 nationalities, and Guest Conductor of
the Flemish Radio Choir.  He wrote music for both.
On return to Edinburgh in 2003, Tom and Alison lived initially in
their Mansionhouse Road flat bought for its convenience for
visits from Brussels to see his mother in a retirement flat in
Lauder Road.  The sale of their Brussels home facilitated the
purchase in 2004 of their current house in Lauder Road.  They
enjoy the friendly neighbourhood and life in the Grange.
Retirement meant Tom was able to devote more time to his
music, much of it commissioned.
Amongst the five commissions Tom has completed for the
National Youth Choir of Scotland (NYCoS) are The Saga of the
Seven Days, Seven Planets and a Cosmic Rock and Tartan
Terrors.  All were written in collaboration with a friend from
Brussels, Derek Roberts, who provided the words.   Of The Saga
of the Seven Days, first performed in April 2006, Tom tells me:
“The NYCoS was looking for a piece that would be attractive to
young boys to sing.”  This certainly met the brief with a
movement for each day of the week featuring a god or heavenly
body..  A Music Teacher review the next year said: “At last –
songs the boys in your choir will enjoy!”
Seven Planets and a Cosmic Rock, premiered in 2008, was
greeted with similar enthusiasm.  The Music Teacher noted:
“This piece is so refreshingly different from other composers’
treatment of the subject that I found myself fully absorbed by
Cunningham’s use of vocal line and harmonic dexterity … a truly
fine piece of music …”   It is with just a hint of surprise and pride
that Tom remarks: “This piece was so successful that Gareth
Malone arranged for children’s choirs to put the piece on
simultaneously with the London Symphony Orchestra at the
Barbican, London, and the Northern Sinfonia at the Sage,
Gateshead, with parts broadcast between the two venues.”
Ever wondered how a wild haggis moves around? Or the Loch
Ness Monster?  Or why not to “take a selfie with a
kelpie”? Look no further than the clever music to
the witty words of the five songs of Tartan Terrors,
first performed in Perth in 2016.
“After various works for young voices,” Tom says,
“I decided I wanted to produce something for adult
voices.  I wanted to set some Scottish poems for
Cappella Nova but was unsure where to start to
find good Scottish contemporary poetry.  I emailed
Alexander McCall Smith and asked him to suggest
some poets.  He replied and said he would write for
me!”  Thus began an immensely successful
partnership.
Scotland at Night was the first collaboration.  The
six songs, first performed by Cappella Nova in 2007, were very
well received.  “It took off and has been performed hundreds of
times,” says Tom, “and Sandy wanted to write something else.
Our work  together has extended from songs for choir to full
opera pieces.  Sandy provides the words and I compose the
music to match.” Okavango Macbeth, the story of the power
struggle in Shakespeare’s play transported to baboons in the
Okavango Delta, was premiered in Gaborone, Botswana, in

2009.  Tom notes: “Sandy had
the idea on safari and sounded
me out.  It was written for
singers in Botswana and we
did not  expect it to be
performed elsewhere but now
it has been put on in
Edinburgh, Cambridge and
Cape Town.”
His oeuvre also contains
compositions for a range of
published poets.  Featuring
poems by Shelley, Heine, Labe
and Petrarca is The Language
of Love, written recently for a
Brussels choir, but of which his
publisher said “British choirs
don’t like singing in foreign”.
Of The Circling Year of four poems by William Soutar for the 40th
anniversary of Perth’s chamber choir, Chansons,  Tom suggests “It
may well have a future with it having been performed
subsequently.”   His setting of five W H Auden poems has a more
dubious future:  Tom tells me “a Scottish Opera workshop
concluded that the words were not suitable for modern
audiences and my publisher thought they might not be suitable
for children!”   Robert Burns, Song of Solomon verses and a Gaelic
song, Fear a' bhàta, have also been arranged beautifully by Tom.
His acclaimed orchestral pieces include his evocative romps
through the city in Edinburgh Suite and through space in Journey
through Space.  In addition, having been sent original
autographed Mahler scores by their American financier owner,
Tom corrected mistakes in existing scores. His new editions of
Mahler’s 2nd and 3rd Symphonies are now widely used.
Tom is currently juggling five projects including a commission for
Liverpool Philharmonic and a piece inspired by the volcanoes, ice

and water of Iceland (screenshot of last page, left).
How does the music come to him?  “I start by
thinking about the piece in my head.  I will sketch
ideas on paper and play the piano around the ideas.
The beginning takes ages but at some point I just
charge ahead.  The actual physical notation takes a
significant amount of time. Dandie Dinmont, for
example, involved 96 pages of music, so physically it
is quite a task.”
What about leisure time, if any?  He plays golf and
tries to keep fit but music fills most of his days and
nights.  He plays in the Edinburgh Open Orchestra
and is one of two cellists in the Edinburgh Highland

Reel and Strathspey Society, the oldest such society in the world
and of which he is currently President.  He is following family
tradition here: “My father and two uncles also enjoyed playing in
it and I remember going to their annual concert as a boy.”
Tom Cunningham clearly loves writing music.  It must be very
satisfying to know that critics and listeners thoroughly enjoy and
appreciate what he produces.

[Tom has an excellent website at  www.tomcunningham.org.uk]

Tom in the garden beautifully

tended by wife, Alison
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We had a fleeting visit to our street this summer by a
charismatic secretive creature normally associated

with more pastoral locations.  Our neighbours at Glenisla
Gardens spotted the distinct tracks and spraint of an otter
beside the pond in their garden.  The aroma of fresh otter
poop is a distinctive putrefied fish pong.  Otters have
previously been spotted in the Braid Burn at the Hermitage
and more recently at Blackford Pond.  The Jordan Burn at the
bottom of our garden flows down through the Astley Ainslie
Hospital beside the surburban railway line before being
channelled underground beyond Blackford station.  These
historical water corridors must have provided convenient
access for wildlife since ancient times.

Round about the
same period as our
visitation, a wild
otter was filmed at
the Figgate pond for
a BBC nature
programme. The site
was not officially

identified, to discourage twitchers from appearing en masse
and disturbing the peace and quiet at the pond.  The
waterways on the south side of Edinburgh provide ideal links
for the relatively safe movement of otters exploring new
territory within the city, although road casualties do occur.
Over the years I've had several close encounters with wild
otters. One summer's evening in the mid 70s I watched a
mother otter followed by her two young cubs making their
way along the far bank of the Water of Leith near Currie.  The
trio slid quietly into the water and then paddled towards me,
where I was able to observe them close up without being
seen.  Some years later, one calm evening, on the Island of
Lismore, I was standing beside a freshwater loch at sunset
after casting a fly upon the surface and the only sound was
an occasional smack on the water made by a single rising
trout.  The light was fading fast and I became aware of an
object plodding steadily towards me along the sandy bank at
the water's edge.  I assumed the creature was a dog from
one of the nearby farms taking an evening stroll and was
amazed when I realized It was an otter, blissfully unaware of
my presence.  I was holding the rod at an angle of about 45
degrees with the cast line lying motionless on the water.  The
unseeing creature ambled casually under my rod and
continued on its way.  What followed is something I regret all

An aromatic calling card these years later.  I had been snubbed.  I shouted BOO! and
stamped my foot.  The  startled creature dived into the water
leaving a twin stream of fine bubbles behind.   It was a
breach of trust on my part and I had spoiled a magical
moment through an oafish act.
My next experience with otters was rather more respectful.  I
had friends who lived at Kidston Mill on the outskirts of
Peebles on an eight acre site which incorporated rough
grazing, bog, indigenous woodland and a large pond beside
the river that bordered the property.  They had a sizeable
garden and were practically self-sufficient, growing fruit and
vegetables.  They also had eight sheep.  I often house sat
when they were abroad and commuted daily into Edinburgh
for my work.  For me it was bliss, especially during the warm
summer months.  There were roe deer, brown hares, rabbits,
pheasants, buzzards, hawks, owls, and a modest single
occupant badger sett with a tree hide nearby for observing
old brock's waking movements in the evening.  When he
emerged from the entrance, he sniffed the air, shook himself
and then squatted over his
pre-dug latrine before
ducking under the stock
fence and wandering up
the open hillside on the
night shift, to dig worms
where the sheep were
grazing.
The still pond was a
peaceful place to sit at sundown when the ghostly grey
heron came parachuting down helter-skelter, through the
trees, to stalk the shallows.  Earlier I had seen otter tracks on
the muddy path.  A rustic seat behind a birch tree gave
excellent cover for observing nature quietly and my green
tweeds gave good camouflage in the half light. I spotted a
swirling movement on the smooth surface of open water
beyond the water lilies, a head appeared and then a second
head.  The otters were a mating couple and I was in the right
place at the right time.  They swam around the pond fully
embraced, hugging each other, twisting, turning and rolling
over.  I got goosebumps and sat transfixed, afraid even to
blink.  A few minutes later, they hauled out onto the small
island in the middle of the pond and began a good natured
wrestling match flattening the long grass before lying down
contentedly beside each other.  If this had been a movie,
they would probably have shared a cigarette.  I had
witnessed a loving, intimate act at close quarters.

Young otter

Badger

Community Council elections:
Community Councils are non-political organisations made up of
local people who care about their community.  The Grange
Association area falls mainly into two Community Councils:
Marchmont and Sciennes (MSCC) and Grange Prestonfield
(GPCC).  Elections to all Community Councils take place this

Autumn.  The closing date for nominations  is 30th September.
We encourage any resident to consider standing for election.
Apply to the returning officer – Cllr Alison Dickie for GPCC and
Cllr Cameron Rose for MSCC.  More details are on the Council
website or contact the  Grange Association Chair or Secretary
for further information.
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MP for Edinburgh South:  Ian Murray
Tel: 0131 662 4520 ian.murray.mp@parliament.uk
Office: 31 Minto Street, Edinburgh EH9 2BT

MSP for Edinburgh Southern:  Daniel Johnson
0131 541 2145 daniel.johnson.msp@parliament.scot
Office: 134 Comiston Road, Edinburgh EH10 5QN

Local Councillors
Tel: 0131 200 2000
Email: first name.surname@edinburgh.gov.uk
Address:  City of Edinburgh Council, City Chambers, High
Street, Edinburgh  EH1 1YJ;

Southside/Newington Morningside
 Steve Burgess               Nick Cook

Alison Dickie         Melanie Main
Ian Perry          Neil Ross
Cameron Rose              Mandy Watt

In the May newsletter, in a piece about Tree Preservation
Orders, I reported that several trees in the grounds of the

Astley Ainslie Hospital had been felled or cut back apparently
without the Council’s permission.   These included a large
horse chestnut in the SW corner of the grounds of Woodburn
House, felled just before Christmas; an old, decaying
sycamore near Canaan Park felled in February this year; and,
in March, two lime trees felled and a substantial piece of a
horse chestnut removed at the east end of the site.
I reported two of these suspected infringements on the
Council’s planning website in January and March.  The Council
aims to ‘respond’, the website says, within ten days.   I heard
nothing.   I copied the second report to the Council’s planning
(arboricultural) officers who confirmed that neither case had
the Council’s consent and promised to draw both to the
attention of an investigating officer.  Again I heard nothing.
In May I e-mailed the planners to enquire whether any action
had been taken.  Still no response.
Eventually, in July, I phoned the Planning Enforcement Team.
They referred me back to their tree people who reported - I
must admit to my surprise - that the Council had acted upon
the report.  The tree works had been carried out ‘in
contravention of planning controls’ and the Council has
interviewed those responsible for the work.  The NHS claimed

there was a misunderstanding
over the need to obtain the
Council’s permission for ‘urgent’
tree work but the Council reports
that this is now understood.   The
NHS was allegedly keen to replace
the trees and agreed that two
oaks would be planted beside the
nursery on the main hospital site,

and six oaks and two each of
rowan, hawthorn and gean (wild

cherry) would be planted where the horse chestnut was felled
in the grounds of Woodburn House.
The planting should have taken place in April but when I
checked on 18th August it had not been done, at least not in
the places the Council had specified.   It was interesting to
see, however, that the stumps of the lime trees were
producing strong new shoots.  The horse chestnut was trying
less successfully to do the same, but round about it there are
plenty of self-sown seedlings and saplings.
Failure to comply with a Tree Preservation Order can result in
a substantial fine.  The Council has said it will inspect the
planting and if necessary it can take enforcing action.  It may
need to be reminded.

More on the Astley Ainslie TPO

USEFUL CONTACTS

Removal of Parking Poles, overgrown hedges and weeds
The Grange Association is keen to remove unnecessary street
clutter to make walking along pavements as easy as possible.
Some clutter is avoidable – such as poles which display
parking restriction notices.  Many residents have already
agreed to have such notices attached to their wall or railings
so that the pole could be removed.  If you think there is a
pole near you that could be removed, please let us know.
Another obstruction is caused by overgrown hedges and we
encourage everyone to keep hedges trimmed.
I have received emails from residents asking for the
Association to press for street weeds to be sprayed – and
also emails from others who don’t like the use of sprays
using chemicals.  I try to keep the pavements outside my flat
cleared by hand weeding and then killing residual weeds with
boiling water.
Leaf Clearing this autumn
As many of you will already know, the Grange Association,
with the support of the City Council, plans to take part in
another campaign to remove many fallen leaves from our
streets and pavements.  We haven’t yet decided when the
main effort will start to organise helpers to go to particular
streets.  However, we have arranged for the bags to be
delivered to us in September and anyone who would like to
collect as the leaves fall can contact us for a supply of bags.
This year the bags will be stronger and smaller than last year
but the contents will be tipped into the collecting vehicle and
the bags returned to us for reuse.  Emails giving details of
times and places will be sent to those who have volunteered
to help.  More general emails will be sent to all on the
Association’s email list.

Local environment matters

Sue Tritton

Peter Pitkin

Mature oak - by Kevan Craft

from Pixabay
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PLANNING UPDATE by Nigel Ayton

Applications refused, withdrawn or appealed:

All planning applications in the Grange can be viewed at: http://gaedin.co.uk/wp/planning-2
Check here whether you need permission to do work to your home or to lop any tree in the Grange:

http://gaedin.co.uk/wp/planning-2/planning-guidance
Since the last newsletter, which included nine applications pending, there have been a further 28 applications or appeals
for planning or listed building consent in the Grange.  We lodged comments on six of these new applications.  We e-mail
members near each application to seek their views before making any comment or objection.
There is a section dedicated to ‘Significant Planning Applications’ where you can add your comments on our web forum at:
http://gaedin.co.uk/wp/forum

Applications granted:

     LBC = Listed Building Consent * Comment or objection submitted by Grange Association
     CLP (CLE) = Certificate of Lawfulness Proposed (Existing) ¶ Application modified thereafter
     GF/LGF = Ground Floor/Lower Ground Floor ‡ Appeal pending
     1F = First Floor ∆ Appeal concluded

*  ¶ 16 Tantallon Place EH9 1NZ Extension to replace
        garage and new dormer to
        rear
GF1 5A Palmerston Road EH9 1TL Gas meter box to front
* 8 Chalmers Crescent EH9 1TR Signage for care home
GF 37 Lauder Road EH9 1UE  New window and cycle
        store
 Δ 42 Grange Road EH9 1UN Single storey dwelling
        house:  Granted on appeal
1F 15 Strathearn Road EH9 2AE Replacement rear doors
        and windows
23 Hope Terrace EH9 2AP   Extension to west; French
        doors to south
GF 31 Blackford Road EH9 2DT  Variation: Extension and
        porch – reduce size
* 13 Lauder Road  EH9 2EN Vary vehicle access width
        from 3.0m to 3.4m (in
        retrospect)
1F2 20 Mortonhall Road EH9 2HW LBC to remove wall to
        create kitchen / diner
33 Lauder Road EH9 2JG   New driveway gates; alter
        boundary wall
13 Dick Place EH9 2JU Variation: Extension
        entrance relocated
21 Grange Terrace EH9 2LE Attic conversion and roof
        ext’n. New garden room.
55 Fountainhall Road EH9 2LH Variation: Single storey
        ext’n: Add stove flue and
        omit door
9 Relugas Road EH9 2NE New greenhouse
3F1 14 Fountainhall Road EH9 2NN Variation: reconfigure
        dormer windows and
        relocate  door
1 Dalrymple Crescent EH9 2NU New garden room
98A Findhorn Place EH9 2NZ Single storey rear
        extension and garden
        shed
26 Blackford Avenue EH9 2PH Self-contained office at
        rear of garden
5 West Relugas Road EH9 2PW Single storey extension to
        rear
31 Canaan Lane EH10 4SX Two storey side extensions;
        single storey rear extension

* 48A Lauder Road EH9 1UE  Parking bay in garden and
        charging point: Refused
* GF1 20 Mortonhall Road EH9 2HW Replace conservatory
        with single storey
        extension: Withdrawn
‡ 30 Grange Terrace EH9 2LE uPVC bathroom window:
        Enforcement appealed

Applications pending at 16 August 2019:
47A Sciennes Road EH9 1NS Convert garage to
        bedroom
* 48A Lauder Road EH9 1UE Parking bay in garden and
        charging point (modified
        application)
33 Hope Terrace EH9 2AP Extension and widening of
        driveway
13 Lauder Road EH9 2EN 2 variations: Garage
        position; and additional
        roof light in extension
53 Grange Loan EH9 2ER Replace rear extension;
        new terrace and alter
        windows
* GF1 20 Mortonhall Road EH9 2HW Replace conservatory
        with single storey
        extension (modified
        application)
32 Dick Place EH9 2JB Alter side and rear
        windows; replace
        conservatory and decking
36 Dick Place EH9 2JB Enlarge LGF kitchen; new
        external door
17 Findhorn Place EH9 2JR New window in rear
        dormer
2F 18 Grange Terrace EH9 2LD  LBC to upgrade windows
        to slimline double glazing
31 St Alban’s Road EH9 2LT  Deck and pergola in rear
        garden. Artificial grass and
        bin store in front
Oaklands, 35B Canaan Lane EH10 4SG Demolish to make way
        for new primary school
Deanbank, 35 & 35B Canaan Lane EH10 4SG New primary
        school; refurbish Deanbank
        House

PLANNING APPLICATIONS and DECISIONS   April - August 2019
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GARDENING
Gardening matters

As I write this, the bulb catalogues are flooding in and I
recall that I promised myself to plant more bulbs after a
visit in February to Shepherd House at Inveresk.  On a crisp
bright day, the garden was full of colour and interest
provided by snowdrops, grape hyacinths, crocus and other
bulbs among the trilliums and hellebores.  A late winter
display is just the thing to tempt me as well as the bumble
bees out into the garden earlier in the year.
I will be in touch with Garden Group members soon to
advise of our usual autumn meeting to exchange plants,
seeds and garden chat.

To join the Grange Garden Exchange group and to hear
about future activities write to:

gardens@grangeassociation.com
or phone Edythe Murie 07779 763930

Edythe Murie

The painted ladies arrived in July. The press reported it
as a mass migration, a “once in a decade” phenomenon.

But the ladies were not the only
butterflies in the garden.  On the same
day I also spotted many small
tortoiseshells and small whites, all
enjoying the lavender and ammi
alongside the bumble bees.
The painted ladies accomplished an
extraordinary journey from Africa to
my garden, but the others are locals

and just as exciting.  It is certainly worth growing not just
the nectar rich plants that they
love, but also the caterpillar food
they need, such as holly and ivy.
Some gardeners might even spare
room for a patch of nettles and
thistles.
Another good reason to plant for
year-round interest is to provide food for the other
pollinators.  Bumble bee queens emerge in February or
March, half-starved after hibernation.  They urgently need
early flowers to keep them going in their search for a nest.

Need help picking your
apples, plums and pears?

Grange resident would be happy to help pick your

fruit trees. You keep all the fruit you want and any

excess will be taken to Newington Library for the

local community.   Interested?   Please contact Lucy

Richardson on 0131 662 4992

Painted Lady

Small tortoiseshell



Grange Association 2019-2020 talks, all but one at
St CATHERINE’S ARGYLE CHURCH, 61 - 63 Grange Road.

Tuesday 01 October: Phoebe Anna Traquair - her
contribution to the Arts and Crafts Movement, including the
Sick Children’s Chapel mural, described by Anne-Marie Scott
and Elizabeth Cumming.
Tuesday 05 November: Chipping away at Hugh. Kathy
Crawford Hay tells the story of the multi-faceted Hugh Miller -
geologist, journalist, theologian.
Wednesday 04 December at Marchmont St Giles: Christmas

Cancelled - Shortage of Snow at North Pole.   Prof. Roy
Thomson defines our role in handling climate change.
Tuesday 07 January: The History of Morningside 1800-1970.
Bob Cunningham summarises Morningside Historical
Association’s research about the making of a community.
Tuesday 04 February: Phone scams and Cybercrime - how

vulnerable are you? - Mike Smith from Crime Prevention,
Fettes Police Station.
Tuesday 03 March:  AGM + My Life of Crime. Aline Templeton,
crime novelist, on her techniques for creating a riveting read.
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EVENTS
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Dates for your diary
Fiona Hastie - Self-employed

Mobile/Freelance Hairdresser
Hairdressing in your own home by Jenners trained

stylist with many years’ experience.  For an
appointment to suit,  please call mobile 07932 763522;
home 0131 447 1968;  or email  fionahastie@me.com

Small Ads Section

NEED A PLUMBER?
Plumbing services, bathrooms, wetrooms, lead

pipe replacement, burst pipes, guttering, leadwork,
general plumbing repairs, boilers, Gas Safe Registered.

CALL PETER DOYLE on 07793 160321

Meetings usually in St Catherine’s Argyle Church.
Coffee, tea and biscuits at 19:00 precede the main talk at

19:30 (AGM: doors open 18:30 for 19:00)
To contact our EVENTS ORGANISER, Isobel Miller, please

phone (667 4235) or email events@grangeassociation.com

Low maintenance budgies by Lalique
sold for £1,700

It pays to have a valuation:
please contact us to arrange a free
home visit

0131 553 7000
info@ramsaycornish.com

ramsaycornish.com

We Offer a FULL Grocery Range which
includes Instore Bakery, Chilled & Frozen
Foods, Newspapers & Magazines
PLUS...
A Great Range of Wines, Beers & Spirits
at Great Prices!

WE CAN ALSO OFFER YOU FREE HOME DELIVERY

www.avenuestore.co.uk
for details and offers

WE ARE OPEN 7 DAYS
from 6.30am until 8pm

The Avenue Store
36 Blackford Avenue
EH9 2PP
0131 668 3274

LOOKING FOR A JOINER?
Ron MacDonald, Carpenter and Joiner
All jobs, large or small.  Free estimates.

First class tradesman with 40 years experience.
All work guaranteed.

Tel: 07583 877796 email: cptronmacdonald@yahoo.com

For advertisement rates, please contact Martin Sinclair
Tel.: 667 4250 email: treasurer@grangeassociation.com


