The Grange Association

Some Notable Burials

GRANGE CEMETERY
Beaufort Road
Edinburgh

Grange Cemetery was established in 1847 by the Southern Cemetery Company Ltd. on
land donated by the Dick Lauder family of the Grange Estate. Designed by David Bryce,
the architect, the site occupied an open space of more than 12 acres and was built on a
rectangular pattern around central vaulted catacombs which are built into the crest of
the hill. Bryce also designed the lodge, modified by J.G.Adams in 1890, and a mortuary
chapel which was never built. The cemetery lies on Beaufort Road and has been
expanded to Kilgraston Road. It contains about 6,250 burial plots and is still in use
today.

In 2015 the Grange Association donated two information boards at the East and West Gates
of the Grange Cemetery. These boards identify 24 interesting people who have headstones in
the cemetery. Their individual biographies, including a summary of their relation to the other
people on the headstones, can be found on the following pages.
The project was initiated by Dorothy Ryle and supported by the Grange Association through
their Legacy Subgroup. The group was coordinated at first by Alistair Keating then by Alison
Bramley. Joanne Lamb was responsible for the considerable amount of research involved
and wrote the biographies; Neil Davidson researched the history of the land; Erick Davidson
led the design work; John Graham provided the photographs, Jenny Dawe led the editing task
and Betty Hudson prepared the booklet for printing. Charlie Holt, Cemeteries Manager,
Edinburgh City Council, was supportive throughout.

Funding for the project came from the Legacy left to the Grange Association by Ronald
Mackenzie.
The Association wishes to acknowledge the following websites:
Family Search, familysearch.org/
FreeCen, freecen.org.uk/
Scotland’s People, scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
Wikipedia, en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page.
See the Grange Association website for further information including sources of information
for each grave http://gaedin.co.uk/wp
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Front cover : Grave of Sir Thomas Dick Lauder, owner of the Grange Estate - see page 16
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2. Hugh Miller (1802-1856)

Hugh Miller is well known as the stonemason and self-taught geologist and palaeontologist
who published his geological findings in the book “The Old Red Sandstone” in 1841. His world
famous fossils can be seen in museums in Cromarty, Elgin and the National Museum of
Scotland.
He was also a devout Christian, who joined the Free Church of Scotland in 1843. He moved
to Edinburgh as the editor of an associated, influential newspaper, The Witness, in which he
wrote on social issues. Apparently suffering from depression, in 1856, he committed suicide
in December of that year. An outstandingly well attended funeral procession took him to a
grave near that of Chalmers and other Free Kirk luminaries.
Hugh Miller was born in Cromarty in 1802. He married Lydia Falconer Fraser (1812-1876),
herself a writer, and they had five children. After his death, Lydia devoted much of her time
to getting her husband’s work recognised and published. Hugh Miller’s headstone is a plain
block of stone simply inscribed HUGH MILLER DIED 24 DECEMBER 1856 AGED 54.
Nearby are three other monuments dedicated to members of his family. To the left is that
of his youngest son, Hugh Miller FRSE (1850-1896). To the right is a Celtic cross
commemorating his eldest son, Lieutenant Colonel William Miller (1842-1893); his daughter
Elizabeth (1845-1919) who married the Rev Norman Nicolson Mackay; and their son Norman
Nicolson Mackay (1886-1916) who was killed in the First World War. At the base is Captain
William Henry Miller (1887-1920), the son of William Miller.
Beneath Hugh Miller’s monument is a small stone commemorating Lydia, and the Rev
Callum N Miller Mackay (1879-1945). He is probably the son of Elizabeth and Rev. N.N.
Mackay, and therefore Hugh Miller’s grandson.
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3. Thomas Oliver (1775-1853)

Thomas Oliver was a partner in the publishing company of Oliver and Boyd. He formed the
company in 1807 with George Boyd, having first served as an apprentice under James
Robertson. Oliver & Boyd specialised in medical and educational texts. In the early years they
also had a juvenile series selling from a halfpenny upwards. In 1817 the firm moved to
Tweeddale Court in the High Street, Edinburgh, premises which they occupied until 1973. By
1836 they were the first firm in Edinburgh to combine printing, bookbinding and publishing
on a large scale within a single building.
After the deaths of the founders, George’s nephew, Thomas Jamieson Boyd, was a senior
partner in the firm. Known as a philanthropist, he was Lord Provost of Edinburgh and was
knighted by Queen Victoria in 1881. The company was taken over in 1896 by John Grant and
George and James Thin, well established Edinburgh booksellers. In 1962, Oliver & Boyd was
acquired by the Financial Times organisation. Later, its publishing function was bought by
Longmans. Its operations in Edinburgh closed in 1990.
Thomas Oliver was born in July 1775 in Hawick in the Scottish Borders. In December 1812
he married Cecilia Neilson (1794-1864) who was some twenty years younger than him. They
had no children. When Thomas died in April 1853 he was interred in the burial ground of his
brother-in-law George Paterson. Cecilia died about ten years later and was buried with him.
George Paterson (1777-1868) was a teller at the Bank of Scotland. He married Jane Neilson
(1792-1876). They had two children who are remembered on his monument: James Neilson
Paterson (1817-1881) and Catherine Paterson (1813-1883).
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4. Thomas Chalmers D.D., LL.D. (1780-1847)
The Rev Thomas Chalmers is best known
for leading the Disruption on 18 May
1843, when 450 ministers walked out of
the Church of Scotland General
Assembly to form the Free Church of
Scotland. The issue was control. The
tradition of the Church of Scotland had
been that ultimate decisions on the
placement and discipline of Ministers
rested with the Church. However, there
had been growing pressure from the
State that, in return for subsidies for the
Church’s maintenance, the State should
have the last word on these matters. The dissenting ministers totally rejected this.
Thomas Chalmers was born in Anstruther on 17 March 1780. His father, John Chalmers was
a merchant, ship owner and Provost of Anstruther. His mother, Elizabeth Hall, was the
daughter of a Crail wine merchant. He was a gifted pupil who went to St Andrews University
at the age of twelve, where he studied mathematics. He also trained for the ministry and was
ordained minister of Kilmany in Fife in 1803. He married Grace Pratt (1792-1850), the
daughter of Captain Pratt of the 1st Royal Veteran Battalion, in 1812. They had six daughters.
In 1815 he was transferred to Glasgow. He was famous throughout Scotland for his sermons
and scientific lectures. In 1819 he was transferred to a new parish in Glasgow (St John’s),
specially created for him, so that he could put in place his ideas of parochial organisation. This
included preaching to the poor and destitute and establishing schools for their children.
In November 1823, his health having suffered in Glasgow, he accepted the chair of moral
philosophy at St Andrews University. He moved to Edinburgh in 1827, where he became
Professor of Divinity. After the Disruption, he became the first Moderator of the Free Church
of Scotland, but died in his sleep four years later, on 28 May 1847.
Grace died three years later and is commemorated on his headstone, which is surrounded
by headstones to other members of his family. Three of his daughters Grace (1819-1851),
Helen (1826-1887) and Frances (1827-1863) were unmarried. Anne Simpson Chalmers (18131891) married William Hanna D.D., LL.D. (1808-1882), son of the Belfast Presbyterian
minister, Samuel Hanna. William Hanna studied under Chalmers, and wrote his biography
after Chalmers died. Three of his children, William (died 1849 aged 10 months), Matilda (1857
-1930) and Thomas Chalmers (1837-1910) are remembered on the headstone to the right.
Matilda married Alexander Watt Blackie, and her two-year-old daughter Annis (died 1888) is
mentioned. Thomas Chalmers Hanna CA married Mary Quigley (1843-1920), and their
daughter Jeannette Mary Hanna (1867-1956) is also commemorated.
Thomas Chalmers’ daughter Elizabeth Chalmers (1816-1892) also married a clergyman, the
Rev John Mackenzie (1813-1878). They are remembered on the monument, as is the third
daughter, Margaret (1823-1902), her husband William Wood CA (1812-1892) and daughter
Grace Chalmers Wood (1854-1939).
Also commemorated are Thomas Chalmers’ sister Helen (1786-1854) who married Rev John
McClellan, and Catherine Forbes (1784-1860) “for 42 years a faithful and beloved servant in
the family of the Rev Dr Chalmers”.
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5. William Stuart (1820-1888)
William Stuart was a partner in the firm of J&W Stuart, who, in 1869, were reputed to be the
principal manufacturers of net in Scotland. The weaving of fishing nets was one of the oldest
crafts in Scotland. In the late 18th century, James Paterson of Musselburgh had the idea of
developing a machine to replace traditional hand weaving. He invented and patented a
machine that “turned off row after row of meshes at a rate which would leave a dozen handworkers far behind” [Bremner]. In 1849, William and
his brother John bought the business from the estate
of James Paterson. They developed it, building a new
factory in Bridge Street, Musselburgh, which
ultimately covered an area of 4 acres.
William became involved in several business
enterprises in America and Canada, including the first
National Bank of Salem, Oregon. He became
sufficiently well off that he was able to buy Feddal
House in Perthshire. William Stuart, the son of an
Edinburgh wine merchant, Alexander Stuart (17931873), and Mary Simpson (1792-1849) was born in
Edinburgh, one of four children. The others were John
(1818 –1877), Alexander (1822-1900) and Mary (18291907).
William married Susan Anne Bridges (1825-1868), the daughter of a lawyer, and they had
seven children. When Susan died, William commissioned the sculptor Robert Thomson to
design the spectacular "Egyptian portal to the land of the dead” for the family tomb.
Alexander Stuart’s memorial is three plots to the left of William’s. Both have a number of
dedications, establishing a full history of the family.
Alexander died in 1873 at the age of 80, but Mary had died over 20 years earlier at the age
of 57. John, Alexander and Mary are all commemorated on Alexander senior’s monument.
Only Alexander married, and his wife, Jessy Graham Simpson McGuaig (1825-1858) is also
remembered there.
Meanwhile, on William’s monument, five of his seven children are remembered. The eldest,
James (1857-1874), died at the age of 16. The second son, Alexander (1859-1909), became a
barrister, having studied law at Cambridge. He married Mary Crauford (-1936), and died ‘on a
voyage from Norway to Scotland’. Archibald Stuart (1865-1936) and his son John James (died
1964) are mentioned, as is their only daughter Mary (1856-1936).
The third son, William (1860-1916), went into the family business. His wife, Sue Williams
(1869-1949) came from Baltimore. Their three sons all had military careers. John (1898-1918)
was killed in the First World War, Donald (1906-1940) died in the Second World War, and
William, D.S.O. (1896-1976) died in 1976 at the age of 80.
On Alexander’s headstone, the next generation is represented by a third Alexander (18581948), an advocate, and his wife Margaret Haig (1861-1934). Their two sons are also
commemorated: the younger, David Aymery Stuart (1896-1916), worked in the Edinburgh
Head Office of the North British and Mercantile Insurance Company before the First World
War. He became a second lieutenant in the Cameron Highlanders, and was killed in an
aeroplane accident near Corstorphine, in 1916, aged just 21. The elder, Alexander Haig Stuart
(1989-1956), died in 1956, aged 67.
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6. Charles Maclaren, FRSE (1782-1866)

Charles Maclaren was born in Ormiston in East Lothian on 7 October 1782, the son of John
Maclaren, a farmer, and Christian Muckle. He became a mercantile clerk in Edinburgh, and
then a customs official. In 1817, he and solicitor William Ritchie decided to publish a weekly
paper, The Scotsman, because they felt that the existing papers were too biased. The
Scotsman would offer “impartiality, firmness and independence”. They were joined by
William’s brother, John, who helped finance the project, and the economist, John Ramsey
McCulloch, who later became professor of Political Economy at University College London.
Maclaren was editor of the paper from 1820 until 1845. In 1820, he was appointed editor of
the sixth edition of the Encyclopædia Britannica. From 1864-1866 he was president of the
Edinburgh Geological Society.
Late in life, in January 1842, MacLaren married Jean Veitch Somner (1804-1871), the
daughter of Richard Somner, a farmer, and Jean Veitch, She was the widow of David Hume,
nephew of the famous philosopher. At the time of the marriage, Charles was 60 and Jean was
37. Charles died in 1866 at his home, 15 Northumberland Street, and Jean died five years
later. Both are commemorated on the memorial.
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7. Sir James Gowans (1821-1890)
James Gowans was known for his
innovative approach to architecture.
Described
as
the
“romantic
rationalist”, he designed a number of
buildings in Edinburgh during the
1850s and 1860s. His most famous
house was Rockville, in Napier Road,
which was built for his second wife in
1858.
It contained many of his
innovative ideas and remained his
family house until just before he died.
Sadly, it was demolished in 1966.
In 1885 he became Dean of Guild and
was largely responsible for organising
the Edinburgh International Exhibition
on The Meadows the following year.
Queen Victoria visited the exhibition
on 18th August 1886 and knighted
James Gowans for his work. A number
of memorials survive the exhibition,
including the Memorial Masons’
Pillars, which have red, white and
yellow sandstone from 17 different
quarries, and the 13 foot high
Brassfounders’ Column. Both of these
were designed by Gowans. The Masons’ Pillars are at the west end of Melville Drive, and the
Brassfounders’ Column is now in Nicholson Square gardens. Other surviving works include 2325 Blacket Place and Lammerburn at 10 Napier Road.
James Gowans was born on 1 August 1821, in Blackness, a small village on the Firth of
Forth. He was the son of builder Walter Gowans, and Isabella Grant. He was educated at the
Hamilton Place Academy in Stockbridge and trained under David Bryce. His father bought
two quarries in 1842, and James worked in the family business. When the family leased
Redhall quarry, James began to experiment with unorthodox ways of extracting the stone.
He also designed and built Redhall Bank Cottages for the workers at the quarry. He married
Elizabeth Mitchell (1830-1858) in 1848. The couple had at least five children before she died
in September 1858. She is buried in the Grange Cemetery plot. Their infant son John, who
died in Crieff in April 1858, just 5 days old, is also commemorated there.
His second wife was Mary Brodie (1842-1911), the daughter of William Brodie who
provided the sculptures for the family home at Rockville. They had at least one child, Helen
Chisholm Gowans (1868-1948). In 1890 Gowans moved to 1 Blantyre Place, as his financial
situation had forced him to sell Rockville. He died there on 25 June.
Besides Gowans, the memorial in Grange Cemetery commemorates his wives, his daughter
Helen, her husband Charles Gurney-Thompson (1867-1953) and his granddaughter, Isabella
De Grotte Gowans (1891-1931).
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8. Ivan Szabo (1822-1858)
Ivan Szabo was a photographer from
Transylvania, who set up his studio in St
Andrews, and later moved to Edinburgh.
Photography had become a viable activity in
1839 with the inventions of William Henry Fox
Talbot in England and Daugerre in France. David
Octavius Hill and Robert Adamson produced
numerous photographs of Edinburgh in the
1840s. Interestingly, Adamson came from St
Andrews and had been involved with a group of
photographers there. Szabo exhibited in several
photographic exhibitions that took place in the
1850s. He photographed Fox Talbot, among
others.
Ivan Szabo was born in Marovsararhely
(modern Targo Mures) in Transylvania in 1822.
The city was then in Hungary but is now in
Romania.
Szabo served in the Hungarian
revolutionary army, and came to Scotland in
1849 when the revolution against the Hapsburg
Empire failed. He died at the early age of 36.
His tombstone has several inscriptions on it.
Two are in Latin; and can be translated as:

“He took up arms for his country, he
came as an unknown refugee, and left a
respectable citizen.”

“Praise him for what he did for the art of
photography in his short life.”

The third is in Hungarian, and is the first line of the Szózat, which is considered the second
national anthem of Hungary. The usual translation is “To your homeland without fail/ Be
faithful, O Hungarian!”
In 2012 the president of the Edinburgh Photographic Society, Edith Smith, laid flowers on
Szabo's gravestone on behalf of the members of the Fotoclub Targu Mures, Romania.
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9. James Moonie (1853-1923)

James Anderson Moonie and his son William were both musicians. James was born in
Edinburgh in 1853, and became a music teacher, founding Mr Moonies Choir in 1896. He
married Clementina Greenaway in 1880, and they had five children: James, John, Charles,
William and Lillian Esme. William, whose full name was William Walter Beaton Moonie but
was known as ‘WB’, was born on 29 May 1883. He studied music at Edinburgh University. He
then won a scholarship to Frankfurt, returning to Scotland in 1908, when he became a
teacher at Daniel Stewart’s College. He composed a number of classical works, including
three operas, but is best known for his works based on Scottish melodies. He was also
Organist at Grange Parish Church (Marchmont St Giles).
William married Janet Glegg and they had two children. He died in Edinburgh on 8 December
1961.
In 1923 James Moonie was living at 19 Salisbury Road, but on 29th April he died of
pneumonia on holiday in Nice. Lillian Esme emigrated to the USA, where her occupation is
recorded as “secretary”. She died in Tennessee on 21 May 1967 at the age of 82. Charles
White Moonie ( 1890-1971) died in Edinburgh. Their memorial stone commemorates James,
WB, Lillian Esme and Charles.
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10. William Stewart Cruikshank (1855-1928)
William Stewart Cruikshank was the builder whose company constructed the Kings Theatre,
Edinburgh, which opened in 1906. The original consortium that commissioned the theatre ran
out of money, so Cruikshank put together another company that completed the building and
owned the theatre. His son, Alexander Stewart Cruikshank, then became director of the
theatre. In 1928, A. S. Cruikshank merged the Kings with the theatrical company Howard &
Wyndham, who owned the Lyceum and theatres in Aberdeen, Dundee, Glasgow and London.
He became manager director of Howard & Wyndham, and sat on other theatrical boards.
According to The Scotsman newspaper, he “was regarded as the most powerful man in the
British theatre industry”. After he was killed in a motor cycle accident in 1949, his son,
Stewart, became managing director.
The connection between Howard & Wyndham and the Cruikshank family continued into the
1970s.
William Stewart Cruikshank was born on 19th April 1855 in Aberlour, Banffshire, one of 11
children. He and his brothers moved south to Edinburgh where they established their
building firms. William married Jane Taylor Beck (1856-1939), and they had at least two
children. William died on 23 June 1928, and Jane died 11 years later on 18 th September 1939.
The youngest of their children, also William Stewart (1891-1939) was a motor engineer,
who died at the age of 48. His brother, Alexander Stewart Cruikshank (1877-1949), married
Kitty Brown Scott (1878-1974) and they had two children, Stewart (1908-1966) and Dorothy
(1902-1979). Dorothy married Edward John Beaumont (1903-1979) and their son, Elyot
Beaumont (1935-2006), was the last of the Cruikshank family to serve on the Howard &
Wyndham board. He married Barbara Caroline Mary (1943-1995), but her surname is not
recorded.
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11. Michael Taylor (1793-1867)

Michael Taylor was a silk merchant in Edinburgh whose wife and daughter were poisoned by
his son-in-law, Dr Edward William Pritchard. Pritchard and his wife, Mary, lived in Glasgow,
where he practiced as a doctor. In 1865 Mary was unwell, so her mother, Jane Taylor, went
through from Edinburgh to look after her. In February Mrs Taylor died, and Dr Pritchard
signed the death certificate. He then accompanied the body to Edinburgh where she was
buried in the Grange Cemetery. Less than a month later, Mary also died. Following an
anonymous tip off, the police exhumed the body of Jane Taylor, and it was found that both
women had antimony poison in their systems. Pritchard was found guilty of their murders,
and was hanged on 28 July 1865, the last man to be publicly hanged in Glasgow.
The case was a sensation at the time. It was thought that Pritchard was having an affair with
a servant girl, Mary Macleod, and that his mother-in-law had caught them together. Mary,
who was 15, became pregnant, and Pritchard arranged an abortion. She was cleared of any
involvement in the crimes.
Michael Taylor was born in Kirkby Stephen, Westmoreland, on 3 November 1793. He
married Jane Cowan (1792-1865), and Mary Jane Taylor (1825-1865) was born on 28
December 1825 in Duddingston, near Edinburgh. Mary met Edward Pritchard in Portsmouth,
marrying him in London on 17 September 1850. By the time they moved to Glasgow they had
five children. Jane Taylor was 73 and Mary was 38 when they were murdered. Michael Taylor
died two years after the murders at the age of 74.
The headstone in Grange Cemetery is very simple, just giving the names of Michael, Jane
and Mary, the date they died, and their ages.
Another murder victim lies in an unmarked grave in the Grange cemetery. She is Elizabeth
Dyer, who was poisoned by her husband, Eugene Marie Chantelle in 1878.

14

12. James Smith (1824-1887)
James Smith was a printer and Scottish storyteller. His poems and stories were published in
local newspapers. A collection of his poems was published by Blackwood in 1869. Stories,
dialogues and poems were in the vernacular with some examples, such as “Habbie and
Madge” and “The merry bridal o' Firthmains”, to be found on the Internet.
Born in Edinburgh on 2 March 1824, James worked as a printer in England and Ireland before
returning to Edinburgh. He worked at the office of Aikman, a law printer, where he became
manager. Subsequently, he became librarian of the Edinburgh Mechanics Library; and was an
enthusiastic freemason.
He married three times, and had seven children. He died on 12 December 1887. His
elaborate monument was “erected by friends and admirers” two years later. It depicts a
portrait of James Smith by the sculptor Charles McBride, with a female figure holding up a
wreath.
In his testament James Smith says, “I declare that the burying ground belonging to me in the
Grange Cemetery should not be sold but after my wife’s death, should she remain unmarried,
and after the death of Eleanora, my daughter, if she should remain unmarried, should be
forever closed.”
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13. Sir Thomas Dick Lauder (1784-1848)

Sir Thomas Dick Lauder, 7th Baronet of Fountainhall and 5th of Grange, was a landowner,
soldier, politician and author. In 1808 he married Charlotte Cumin, the heiress of Relugas, a
large estate in Morayshire, and initially they lived there. In 1827 Sir Thomas decided to
modernise Grange House and engaged W.H. Playfair to work on the project. The family
moved into the renovated house in 1832.
It was Sir Thomas who decided to make the Grange available for development, obtaining
permission from Parliament in 1825 to do this. However, an economic slump put the plans on
hold, leaving it to his son and grandson to complete the project. A feuing plan was drawn up
in 1851, by which time about 20 houses had already been built, and Grange Cemetery was
already in use.
Sir Thomas Dick Lauder was born in Edinburgh on 13th August 1784, succeeding his father
to the barony in 1820. He and Charlotte (also known as Dame Charles Anne Cumin of Relugas)
had two sons and eight daughters. He died in Grange House on 28th May 1848.
The family monument of five panels commemorates five generations of the Dick Lauder
family. With Sir Thomas are buried his wife Charles Anne Cumin (1785-1864) and five of his
children: Sir John, 8th Baronet (1813-1867), Susan (1815-1872), Cornelia (1816-1900), George
(1820-1850) and Isabella (1821-1846).
Sir John Dick Lauder married Anne Dalrymple (1820-1919), and four of their seven children
are remembered on the memorial: Sir Thomas North Dick Lauder, 9th Baronet (1846-1919),
John Edward Arthur (1848-1913), Sir George William Dalrymple Dick Lauder, 10th Baronet
(1852-1936) and Stair Dick Lauder (1853-1945). John Edward Arthur’s wife, Rose Caldecott
(1853-1932), and Sir George William’s wife, Jane Emily Clifford Woodward (1859-1921), are
also mentioned.
Sir George William had one son, Sir John North Dalrymple Dick Lauder, 11th Baronet, and
his two sons are also commemorated: David John Dick Lauder (1915-1943) and Sir George
Andrew Dick Lauder, 12th baronet (1917-1981)
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14. Robin Cook (1946-2005)

Robin Cook was a Minister in the Labour Government from 1997 to 2003. For most of that
time he was Foreign Secretary under Tony Blair. After the 2001 election he became Leader of
the House of Commons. He was one of the chief opponents of the Iraq war, resigning from
the Cabinet on 17 March 2003, saying "I can't accept collective responsibility for the decision
to commit Britain now to military action in Iraq without international agreement or domestic
support.” His resignation speech, which received an unprecedented standing ovation by
fellow MPs, was described by Andrew Marr of the BBC as "without doubt one of the most
effective, brilliant resignation speeches in modern British politics.” He remained an active
backbencher until his death in 2005.
Robert Finlayson “Robin” Cook was born in Bellshill, Lanarkshire, on 28 February 1946. He
was educated at Aberdeen Grammar School and the Royal High School in Edinburgh. He joined
the Labour Party in 1965, and graduated from Edinburgh University with an MA in English
Literature. He worked for some time as a secondary school teacher and then as tutororganiser for the Workers' Educational Association of Lothian. He became a Labour councillor
in Edinburgh and was elected to Parliament in 1974. He married twice, and had two children
by his first marriage, which ended in divorce. He died of a heart attack in August 2005. His
epitaph on his gravestone reads "I may not have succeeded in halting the war, but I did
secure the right of parliament to decide on war."
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15. David Kennedy (1825-1886)
In Victorian times, David Kennedy was well known as a
Scottish singer. Born in Perth in 1825, he initially trained
as a house painter, even travelling to London to paint
the ceiling of one of the rooms in Buckingham Palace.
However, he had a great urge to be a singer, so, having
taken lessons in singing and elocution in Edinburgh, he
gave up his business to become a professional singer,
specialising in Burns and traditional Scottish songs.
He was 23 when he first embarked on a singing career,
and by 1863, when he was in his mid thirties, he was
successfully touring England and Scotland. Three years
later he started on his first tour abroad, visiting Canada
and the United States in a tour that lasted three and a
half years. His life was then split between lengthy tours
abroad and periods of living in Edinburgh, giving
concerts within the British Isles. His foreign tours included visits to Australia, New Zealand,
South Africa, India, and the United States several times. He died at the age of 61 in Stratford,
Ontario, during a tour of Canada.
David Kennedy married twice. In 1848 he married Helen Henderson, and they had three
children: David, Robert and Helen. His wife, however, died after five years of marriage. In
1855 he married his second wife, Elizabeth Fraser, by whom he had eight more children. The
eldest, James, was born in 1855, and the youngest, Jessie, in 1869. His family were very much
part of his professional life, and as they grew up they joined him on his tours. Elizabeth
accompanied him on many of his travels. The children, when young, were sent to boarding
school.
David Kennedy’s second wife Elizabeth (1827-1897) and all the children are commemorated
on his monument. Son David Henderson Kennedy (1849-1883) did not enjoy good health. He
worked as secretary to the Council of Education in Natal, South Africa, dying there at the age
of 35. Robert (1852-1918) accompanied his father on several tours, studied singing in Italy,
and died in Melbourne, Australia. Helen Agnes Kennedy (1854-1941) acted as her father’s
piano accompanist from the age of 14. She married George Campbell and died in Halifax,
Nova Scotia.
James (1855-1881), Kate (1862-1881) and Lizzie (1864-1881) also studied singing in Italy.
They all died in a fire in the Theatre des Italiens, Nice, on 23 March 1881. Charles (18591909) became a doctor and died in Edinburgh. Margaret (1865-1951) died in Edinburgh. John
(1867-1912) died in Bristol. Jessie (1869-1937) married Tobias Matthay, a professor at the
Royal Academy of Music, and died in Midhurst, Surrey.
Marjory (1857-1930) was his most famous daughter. She married Alfred Yule Fraser, her
mother’s cousin, but he died at the age of 33, leaving her with two young daughters. As
Marjory Kennedy-Fraser she collected and published Hebridean traditional songs. She also
taught in Edinburgh. For her work, she was awarded a CBE and an honorary degree from
Edinburgh University. She died in Edinburgh.
Opposite David Kennedy’s grave, is a headstone (now fallen), which he dedicated to his
father David (1800-1874), his mother Cathrine Taylor (1801-1857) and his sister Cathrine
(1835-1891).
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16. Thomas Usher (1821-1896)

Thomas Usher, with his brother James, founded Usher Brewery, which was originally in
Merchant Street. Later a new brewery, the Park Brewery, was built in St Leonards. In 1895 the
firm became known as Thomas Usher & Sons, registered as a private limited liability
company. It remained an Usher family business until 1959 when it was taken over by Vaux &
Associated Breweries Ltd, Sunderland, England, and its name changed to Usher’s Brewery Ltd.
It went into liquidation with the Park Brewery ceasing production in 1981.
Thomas Usher was one of three brothers who have family monuments in the Grange
Cemetery. He was born to Andrew Usher and Margaret Balmer on 27th October 1821.
Brothers Andrew and John were younger than him. Thomas married Eliza Caroline Nelson
(1830-1880) and they had 12 children. He died at his house in Lauder Road on 30 June 1896.
Along with Thomas and Margaret, three of their children who died young are buried in the
grave: Edith (1858-1859), Emily Frances (1859-1863) and Annie Millard (1864-1880). To the
right is the memorial to his eldest son, Andrew William Usher (1852-1902). Andrew took over
the running of the brewery after his father died. He married Isabella Purdie (1852-1939), and
two of their three children are buried with them: Edward Cecil (1880-1902) and Dora (18871972).
Another of Thomas’s children is buried in the Grange Cemetery. She is Eliza Mary Usher
(1856-1935) who married William Grant, and was living in Mansionhouse Road when she
died.
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17. Thomas Guthrie (1803-1873)
Thomas Guthrie is known for his eloquence as a
preacher, his involvement in the Free Church of
Scotland, and his philanthropy. He was born in
Brechin on 12 July 1803, the son of David
Guthrie, merchant, banker and Provost of
Brechin. In 1814, aged 12, he attended
Edinburgh University. He hoped to become a
Minister in the Church of Scotland, but he was
not successful in this until 1830, when he
became Minister of Arbilot, near Arbroath. In
the meantime, as well as Theology, he studied
surgery and anatomy. He moved to Edinburgh in 1837, and was shocked by the poverty he
saw in the city. This prompted him to set up his famous Ragged Schools, where destitute
children were given education, regular meals, clothes, ‘industrial training’, and Christian
instruction. He was also very active in the Temperance movement. He joined the Free Church
after the Disruption of 1843, and was active in raising funds for the new Church. He became
Moderator in 1862, and retired in 1865.
In 1830 he married Anne Burns (1810-1899), the daughter of Rev James Burns of Brechin.
They had 11 children born between 1831 and 1853. He died in 1873, at the age of 69. His
widow survived him by some 26 years, dying in 1899 at the age of 88.
Thomas Guthrie’s impressive monument is situated on the south wall of Grange cemetery.
It is dedicated, not just to Thomas and his wife, but also to many of his descendents: His
eldest son, David Kelly Guthrie (1831-1896), was also a Minister. He married Hannah Kirk
(1838-1900) and they had a son, also David Kelly, who died in July 1874 aged 5 months.
His eldest daughter Christina (1833-1895) married the Rev. William Welsh, Minister of the
Free Church at Broughton in the Borders.
Two of his sons, James (1835-1920) and Charles John (1849-1920) married sisters, whose
father, Rev. James Chalmers Burns, was the brother of their mother Anne. James, who was a
banker in Brechin married Christine Chalmers Burns. Charles, who became the judge Lord
Charles John Guthrie married Anne Jemima Guthrie Burns.
Patrick Guthrie (1836-1925) was a banker in Edinburgh. He married Mary Stoddart
Anderson (1840-1902) and four of their children are commemorated along with their
parents: James Dymock Guthrie (1865-1866), Mary Susan Guthrie (1874-1914), Anne Burns
Guthrie (1876-1942) and David Robert Guthrie (1883-1888). Clementina (1839-1908) appears
to have remained unmarried.
Anne Guthrie (1841-1922) married Stephen Williamson, the founder of the Liverpool
shipping firm Balfour, Williamson Ltd, and a Liberal MP. The company traded with South
America, and the connection may explain how the Rev Thomas’s son, also Thomas Guthrie
(1843-1900) became a landowner in Argentina and died of consumption in Buenos Aires.
Alexander Guthrie (1846-1934) was a merchant in Liverpool. He married Marian Fairbairn
(1852-1934). Helen Guthrie (1851-1883) married David Gray from Glasgow. They had a
daughter Anne Burns Guthrie Gray (1874-1914).
The youngest child, John lived only 20 months, and died on 9th August 1855.
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18 James Thin (1824-1915)
In 1848 James Thin founded the
bookshop that bore his name.
Situated in South Bridge, opposite
the University’s Old College, the
shop remained in the same family
until 2002 when it was taken over
by Blackwells.
James Thin was born in Edinburgh
on 23 March 1824. His father,
George Thin, was a grocer who
came from the Borders. His mother
was Helen Ainslie. James was
apprenticed to the bookseller,
James McIntosh, who had a shop at
5 North College Street. Through his
business he came to know some of
the well known literary figures of
Edinburgh at that time, including
Lord Macaulay, Thomas De
Quincey, Professor John Wilson
('Christopher
North'),
Thomas
Carlyle and Robert Louis Stevenson.
He died in his house in Lauder Road
on 11 April 1915 at the age of 91.
In June 1849 he married Catherine
Traquair (1822-1879), and they had
seven sons. Catherine died when
she was just 57, and he
subsequently married Elizabeth Darling (1834-1905). Two of his sons, George Traquair Thin
(1851-1920) and James Hay Thin followed him into the business. Of his other sons, William
Ainslie Traquair (1866-1900) was a solicitor who died at the early age of 34. Thomas Thin
(1855-1896) went into the insurance business. He married Margaret Anderson Mackie (18471918). Thomas died at the age of 41, but Margaret lived to be 71, dying in 1918. Another son,
Robert, became a doctor. He studied in Prague and Vienna, and was President of the Royal
College of Physicians in Edinburgh. He died in 1941, aged 80.
George Traquair Thin married Rachel Wells (1863-1931), and they had at least two children:
Isabella (1881-1950), the wife of Arthur Ford Smith, and “Jockie”(1884-1895) who died aged
11.
James Thin’s memorial also commemorates his wife, Catherine; their children Thomas,
William and George; Thomas’s wife Margaret; and George’s wife, Rachel, and their daughter,
Isabella. Nearby is a memorial to “Jockie”.
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19. Andrew Usher (1826-1898)
Andrew Usher, with his brother John, inherited his father’s whisky business. They developed
it into a worldwide concern. The taste for whisky grew enormously in the latter half of the
nineteenth century, and the Ushers took advantage of this demand, improving transport, and
storing whisky from both Edinburgh and the Highlands in their warehouses at St Leonards in
Edinburgh. Andrew gifted the sum of £100,000 to the Lord Provost and City of Edinburgh
Council to build a hall where “concerts, recitals, or other entertainments or performances of
a musical nature” could be performed. This was, of course, the Usher Hall, designed and built
by Stockdale Harrison & Howard H Thomson of Leicester, who, in 1911, won the bid against
over 100 rivals.
Andrew was born on 5th January 1826, the third son of Andrew Usher and Margaret
Balmer. His brothers, Thomas and John, are also buried in the Grange Cemetery. Andrew
married Elizabeth Langmuir Miller and they had six children. Elizabeth died in June 1876.
Three years later Andrew married Marion Blackwood Murray, with whom he had another
two children. Andrew died in 1898, two years after his donation to the city, so did not live to
see the Hall built.
Four of Andrew’s children are buried with him: George Miller (1855-1858), Andrew (18531858), Margaret Balmer (1857-1859) and Howard Graham (1866-1890). His wives, Elizabeth
(1826-1876) and Marion (1847-1925) are also remembered.
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20. Alexander Cowan (1775-1859)
Alexander Cowan was the founder of the firm of Alex
Cowan & Sons, papermakers, which flourished in
Penicuik, Midlothian, from the 1830s to the 1960s.
Their mill at Valleyfield in Penicuik was the first
papermill on the River Esk (Penicuik eventually had
six). Valleyfield was founded in 1709 by Sir John Clerk
of Penicuik, passing into government hands during the
Napoleonic wars. Alexander Cowan bought it in 1830.
The firm prospered, producing, among other things,
high quality paper for banknotes. It went on to own
several other mills in the vicinity. Alexander’s son
Charles invented a number of technical
improvements. The Valleyfield site was extended
several times. The last representative of the Cowan
family left the Board in 1965, and the Reed Paper
Group bought the company the following year.
Alexander Cowan was a great philanthropist, said to
have given away more than half his income to charity.
It was reported that, when walking down the Canongate, he was so struck by the poverty and
cold of the houses with their cracked, broken and rag-stuffed windows that he gave his
glazier instructions to repair every window from the Castle Hill to Holyrood at his own
expense. When he died on 13 February 1859, he left money for the common good of
Penicuik people, from which the Cowan Institute (Town Hall) was later built and endowed
with 5,000 books.
Alexander Cowan was born in Edinburgh on 17 June 1775. He married twice. His first wife,
Elizabeth Hall, bore him 11 children, before dying in 1829 at the age of 38. By his second
wife, Helen Brodie, he had nine children.
Alexander’s monument in the Grange Cemetery commemorates both his wives, and several
of his children and grandchildren. Elizabeth Hall (1781-1829) married Alexander on 31 May
1800 in Cargilfield, near Edinburgh, and was buried in Valleyfield. He married Helen Brodie
(1796-1863) on 14 August 1830. Two of his children by Elizabeth are remembered on the
monument. Daughter Elizabeth (1810-1887) married Alexander Philip Thompson (18051836), an ex Cavalry officer who became a curate and died of consumption in Torquay. Son
James Cowan (1816-1895) was Lord Provost of Edinburgh, and a Liberal MP. He married his
cousin Charlotte Cowan (1822-1882).
Five of Helen Brodie’s children are mentioned on the monument. Three did not marry:
Isabella Cowan (1833-1908), Josephine Catherine Cowan (1839-1905) and Charlotte Jemima
Cowan (1842-1872). Susannah Hathaway Cowan (1840-1925) married a doctor, William
Scobie Mackenzie. Alexander Oswald Cowan (1834-1882), also a doctor, married Rachel
Marion Scott (1850-1938).
Alexander Oswald and Rachel’s five children are also commemorated: Alexander Cowan
(1873-1955), an accountant; Oswald Brodie Cowan (1876-1939) and Kenneth Cowan (18801974), farmers in Rossshire; James Scott Cowan (1875-1942); and Geoffrey Cowan (18781957), doctor, and his wife Caroline Dorothea Edgell (1882-1972).
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21. John Usher (1828-1904)

John Usher, with his elder brother Andrew, developed the whisky business they inherited
from their father. Andrew, and another brother, Thomas, are also buried in Grange
Cemetery. The whisky business was very profitable, and in 1898 John made an offer to the
University of Edinburgh that, if they would create a Chair of Public Health, he would build and
equip a laboratory and class rooms to be used exclusively for the teaching of Public Health
provided that the building was called ‘The John Usher Institute of Public Health’.
The Institute was built and was opened by the Principal and Vice Chancellor of the
University, Sir William Muir, on Wednesday, 11th June 1902. For his generosity, John was
made a Baronet, Sir John Usher of Norton and Wells.
John was born on 18th January 1828, and married Mary Anne Balmer (1831-1902). They had
eight children. His son Robert was the second Baronet, and the line survives to this day. John
died in Cairo on 24 March 1904.
Three of his sons are commemorated on the monument: John Andrew (1856-1878),
Thomas Balmer (1857-1878) and Frederick (1862-1909).
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22. John Bartholomew (1805-1861)

John Bartholomew founded his map-making business in 1826. It became one of the most
admired cartographic institutions in the world. He was succeeded by four generations of his
family, who developed the firm and its map-making techniques, until it was finally sold to
Readers Digest in 1980. Currently the firm is owned by HarperCollins Publishers.
John Bartholomew was born on 26 April 1805. His father, George Bartholomew, was also a
mapmaker, and subsequently worked for the family firm. In 1829 John married Margaret
Macgregor (1796-1864), who was about ten years older than him, and they had five children.
John died on 9 April 1861. Margaret died three years later.
Their headstone also commemorates a number of their descendants. Margaret (18401851) died at the age of 10 and George (1836-1857) died when he was 21. John
Bartholomew junior (1831-1893), the eldest son, took over the business in 1859. He married
Annie McGregor (1836-1872). They had eight children but only one, Margaret (1861-1926),
is commemorated on the headstone,
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23. Robert Middlemass (1819-1904)

Robert Middlemass was the founder of the Middlemass Biscuit Factory, which stood at the
corner of Salisbury Place and Causewayside until it was demolished in 1983 to make way for
the National Library of Scotland Maps Collection building. Middlemass claimed to have
invented the digestive biscuit although the same claim is made for Alexander Grant, an
employee of McVities & Price.
Robert Middlemass was born in Traquair, Peebleshire on 21 February 1819. He married
Helen Matthewson (1828-1909) in 1851, and they had nine children. The family lived at the
corner of Findhorn Place and Dalrymple Crescent. Robert bought the land in 1862, living
there until his death in Peebles on 23 October 1904.
Four of their children are remembered on the monument: Robert Lee (1866-1913), their
youngest son; and three daughters, Christina (1855-1931), Jane Ballantyne (1861-1933) and
Helen (1857-1953), who was the widow of John Q Donald.
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24. Canon Edward Joseph Hannan (1836-1891)
Canon Edward Joseph Hannan is known for his
involvement in the founding of Hibernian
Football Club, ‘Hibs’. In the early 19th century
many Irish people migrated to Edinburgh,
living around the Cowgate, Grassmarket, West
Bow, Pleasance, Holyrood, St John's, West
Port,
Candlemaker's
Row,
Potterrow,
Lawnmarket and Canongate. This area,
centred on the Cowgate, became known as
'Little Ireland'. It was an area of desperate
deprivation, containing one of the worst slums
in Europe.
The Irish immigrants did not mix with the
local people. The Catholic Church, concerned
about their welfare, raised £4000 with the
Irish community to purchase the Episcopal
Church in South Grays Close. The church was
inaugurated as St Patrick’s Catholic Church on
3rd August 1856.
Father Edward Hannan was appointed as a
curate to St Patrick's in October 1861. He was
appointed Priest in charge at St. Patrick's in
1867. One of his first acts was to set up a branch
of the Catholic Young Men’s Society (CYMS), which had been inaugurated in Ireland a few
years earlier, with the aim of uplifting young men through prayer, religious practice,
education and social activities.
The people of Edinburgh were largely ignorant of, or hostile to, the Irish community in their
midst. Father Hannan wanted the people of Little Ireland to integrate with the general
community of Edinburgh, as this was their only hope of future prosperity. However he had
no idea how to go about this.
One of his parishioners, Michael Whelahan, had become interested in the game of football,
but anti-Irish prejudices made it almost impossible for him or his friends to play for any of the
established clubs. Michael took the idea that the CYMS should themselves form a football
club to Father Hannan. Thus the Hibernian Football Club was born on 6th August 1875, with
Father Hannan as its first manager. The next task was to obtain official recognition by the
football authorities. The Edinburgh Football Association was not sympathetic, issuing
instructions to all member clubs that they should not play matches against the new club.
However, intense lobbying with other clubs put pressure on the authorities, and Hibs played
their first game in the Scottish Cup against Heart of Midlothian in September 1877.
Edward Joseph Hannan was born in Ballingarry, County Limerick, Ireland on the 21st June
1836, and was ordained as a priest on the 13th May 1860. While on holiday in Scotland, he
met Bishop Gillis who was responsible for the Church in the East of Scotland. The Bishop
described the problems of Little Ireland, and Hannan agreed to move to Edinburgh. He
served for 30 years at St Patrick's, and died of pneumonia on the 24th June 1891, at the age
of 55. His monument in Grange Cemetery was funded by public subscription.
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