Grange Association AGM

3 March 2020

Please fill in your details below and leave this form at the back of
the hall when leaving, or hand to any Committee member.
Name
E-mail
Telephone
Address
Postcode

By entering your details above, you consent under the terms of the General Data Protection Regulation to the Grange Association
retaining the information you provide to enable it to contact you about the activities you indicate. Your information will not be shared
with any third party to the extent permissible by law.

Please indicate below your wish to participate in:

Date

Autumn leaf clearing
Grange Fair

Help out on the day as a steward or on a stall, or
sorting donations the day before etc.

Summer outing

Floors Castle grounds, and Monteviot gardens (Borders)
(see overleaf)

Oct-Nov
2020
Sat
9 May

Mark “X” to
indicate
interest

Mon 15
June

Please indicate below your interest working on or with the
Committee or one of its sub-groups concerning:
Planning applications (review and comment)
Web site and social media
Environmental initiatives
Grange Cemetery
Newsletter distribution
Other (please specify areas of interest)

THANK YOU!

Mark “X” to
indicate interest

GA sign up 2020-03-03 v4.docx
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Grange Association AGM

3 March 2020

Summer outing to Floors Castle and Monteviot Garden in the Borders on
Monday 15th June 2020
This year the summer outing will take us about an hour’s drive to the Borders where
we will visit Floors Castle near Kelso, seat of the Duke of Roxburghe. The gardens
offer extensive flower borders, a walled Victorian kitchen garden, glasshouses with
vines and peaches, fruit cages and tranquil woodland and riverside walks.
There will also be an opportunity to view inside the castle which boasts fine tapestries,
porcelain and 18th century furniture.
We will have lunch locally and, in the afternoon, we will take a short drive to Monteviot
House, where we can explore the gardens around this eighteenth century villa. Again,
there is plenty to see including herbs, a rose garden with views over the Tweed, and
a water garden. There is also a more recent feature intriguingly entitled “The Garden
of Persistent Imagination”.
The coach will leave from Lauder Road at 9.30am and we aim to return there by about
5.30pm. As well as lunch, there will be opportunities to have tea or coffee on arrival
and in the afternoon.
If you are interested, please let Edythe Murie (Garden Group Organiser) know by
signing up tonight to note your interest. In a few weeks you will be sent more details
of the trip together with an application form.
Or e-mail Edythe at gardens@grangeassociation.com

THANK YOU!
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Scottish Charity No. SC025491

FORTY FIRST ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Tuesday 3rd March 2020 at 7.00 pm
at St Catherine’s Argyle Church, Grange Road EH9 1TY,
(Hall open from 6.30pm)
AGENDA
1

Welcome

2

Apologies

3

Adoption of Fortieth AGM minutes

4

Matters arising

5

Reports:
a. Chair
b. Planning and trees

6

Honorary Treasurer’s report and adoption of accounts

7

Appointment of Independent Examiner

8

Adoption of membership fees for 2020

9

Amendment to Constitution

10

Election of office bearers and committee members

11

Grange Award 2020

12

Question time

13

Conclusion

The Hall will be open from 6.30pm for teas and coffee, and to renew membership or to join
the Association. There is a sheet with the AGM documents to sign up for events over the
summer.
After the AGM there will be a talk by Aline Templeton, the famous crime novelist.
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DRAFT
Minutes of the Grange Association Fortieth Annual General Meeting
Held at St Catherine’s Argyle Church, Grange Road, Edinburgh
On Tuesday 5th March 2019 at 7.00pm
Present:
Committee: Sue Tritton (Chair), Jenny Dawe (Vice Chair), Adam Rennie (Secretary),
Joan Forehand (Treasurer), Nigel Ayton, Richard Brown, John Duncan, Jo Doake,
Peter Pitkin, Isobel Miller, Martin Sinclair
Members (about 65 present including): John Chalmers, Gwyneth Chalmers, Kirstie
Colam, Anni Cole-Hamilton, Lorn Cowie, Camilla Cowie, Moira Davidson, Richard
Doake, John Falconer, Olga Franks, Tony Franks, Claire Grant, Ian Grant, Jane
Hallyburton, Walter Hallyburton, Evelyn Hay, David Hudson, Betty Hudson, Donald
Henderson, Moira Hutchison, Roger Kellett, Anne Kellett, Robert Ker, Sofia Leonard,
Jean Long, Maureen Matthews, Jean McCutcheon, John McCutcheon, Neil Mackenzie,
Hamish McKenzie, C McLaren, D McLaren, Robert McNie, Jean Main, David Main,
Donald Millar, Edythe Murie, Irene Murray, Andrew Murray, Ken Orr, Ruth Orr, Euan
Rae, Hilary Rae, Pat Rodgers, Pat Ross, Iain Ross, Michael Steel, Judith Steel, Peter
Stewart, Sandra Sutherland, Anne Taylor, Derek Taylor, Anne Usher, David Watson,
Gillian Watson, Joan Weeple, Alison Wood, Gill Wylie, Helen Zealley
Guests: Cllr Cameron Rose
Apologies: Ian Murray MP, Councillors Burgess, Main, and Ross, Doreen Allerton,
Moyra Forrest, Lucy Richardson, Peter Whelpdale, Alan Farningham
Public: Sheila Baillie, Janet Brown, David Brown, Roger Thomas, Alison Ward,
1. Welcome
The Chair, Sue Tritton, welcomed everyone to the meeting. She was pleased that the
AGM could be held on the advertised date, unlike the previous year, when bad weather
caused a postponement.
2. Apologies
There were 8 apologies, as above.
3. Adoption of Thirty-ninth AGM minutes
The minutes were adopted by the meeting.
Proposed: Jo Doake
Seconded: Edythe Murie
4. Matters arising
There were none.
5. Reports
Chair
A report had been circulated. The Chair mentioned in particular that Dorothy Ryle, who
had given over 30 years service to the Association in various roles, had died on 31st
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January. Her great contribution to the Association had been recorded in the Newsletter of
June 2018.
A major activity of the Association was the programme of talks over the winter. Isobel
Miller had kindly agreed to be co-opted onto the Committee and had done an excellent
job setting up the season’s programme, which had covered a wide range of subjects. The
facilities at St Catherine’s Argyle Church were excellent, and some of the talks had
attracted audiences of over 80. The Chair expressed thanks not only to Isobel but also to
Olga and Tony Franks and Peter Whelpdale for their support on teas/coffees and
technology respectively.
The Chair noted that her report included four activities which were supported by the
Association rather than being directly run by it:





The Garden Group, ably led by Edythe Murie, had held a successful outing to
Kirklands and Kilbryde Castle in June. The 2019 visit would be on 11 June to
Scone Palace and Dowhill Garden near Kinross.
The 2018 Grange Fair, held on 12th May, had been very well organized by a
team led by Anna Kulhavy. The weather had been excellent and about 2,000
people had attended. The 2019 Fair would be held on 11th May; volunteers were
sought to help organize and/or help on the day.
The Southside Graveyard Project, led by Alan McKinney, had continued its
work on the Grange Cemetery. 188 fallen gravestones had now been re-erected.
A new activity had been a leaf clearing operation, which took place in
November. Over 40 helpers cleared pavements and gutters of leaves and filled
over 600 large black bags. It was planned to repeat the exercise in 2019. The
Chair noted that all these activities required involvement or help from
volunteers.

She invited those present to register their interest in specific activities on the forms
provided.
Finally, the Chair noted that this would be her last AGM as Chair as she had served 4 years
in office. She thanked several outgoing members of the Committee who likewise were
standing down after 4 years: two Office Bearers - Adam Rennie (Secretary) and Joan Forehand (Treasurer)
and
 three elected Committee Members - Richard Brown, Jo Doake and John
Duncan.
She also thanked those members of the Committee who were continuing in office for
their support during the past year. She was pleased that some new people had come
forward to join the Committee.
Planning
Nigel Ayton, the leader of the Committee’s small Planning Team, presented the report
which had been circulated. He stressed the value to the team of input from Association
members to the Committee’s consideration of planning applications in the area.
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He had recently introduced a system of notifying members by e-mail of neighbouring
planning applications, based on their postcode. In addition, information about all
planning applications in the area was put up on the Association’s website. Nigel urged
members to use the website to keep themselves informed.
Any comments made by the Association on applications were also put up on the website.
In general the Association tried to object only when it was judged important and
necessary to do so. In the previous year the Association had commented on about 15% of
applications.
Nigel then spoke about three particular issues affecting the Grange community:




There would be new pedestrian and cycle crossings over Grange Road at
Tantallon Place, Lauder Road and Lovers Loan. Work was expected to start
quite soon.
Although the RHSC (“Sick Kids”) site was just outside the Grange
Association’s area, members were affected by what was proposed there. Nigel
showed the developer’s aerial impression of the finished project, drawing
attention in particular to a new north-south public way through the site.
Nigel explained the City Council’s plans for a new Primary School in Canaan
Lane, at the western edge of the Grange Conservation Area. There were no
plans at present to change traffic management around the new school, which
would serve, amongst other things, whatever new housing might eventually be
built on the Astley Ainslie site.

Finally, Nigel noted that the Planning report included a thorough report by Peter Pitkin
on issues concerning trees in the area
6. Honorary Treasurer’s report and adoption of accounts
The Treasurer presented the accounts for 2018. She noted in particular: There had been a surplus of £1,283, compared with £1,826 in the previous
year, leading to a balance of £25,364 in funds.
 There were 377 members, slightly up on the previous year, and subscription
income was £5,215. 256 of the members paid by standing order, and 318 had
signed Gift Aid declarations.
 The Association’s main expense was the Newsletter, which cost £1,443, net of
advertising revenue. The Association continued to benefit greatly from Jenny
Dawe’s excellent work as the editor and from the distribution work done by
volunteers.
 The 2018 Grange Fair generated a surplus of £1,664, which had been used (a)
to make donations to the Braidwood Centre in Dumbiedykes, the First Friday
Friends group at Mayfield Salisbury Church and the Butterflies Café at
Marchmont St Giles Church, and (b) to fund two storytelling events at
Newington Library and the purchase of goods for the Library.
 In addition to these items the Association had paid for a memorial bench for
Robbie Bartholomew, to which it had committed in the previous year.
The Treasurer said that the Committee was always open to suggestions for how the
Association might use its funds.
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She expressed her thanks to Ken Robertson, who was standing down as the Independent
Examiner of the Association’s accounts after 10 years service. She herself was also
standing down; she expressed her thanks to Richard Brown, for all his help on the
membership work, and to the rest of the Committee for their support.
The accounts were adopted by the meeting.
Proposed: John McCutcheon

Seconded: Donald Henderson

7. Adoption of membership fees for 2020
Fees had stood at £10/£15 since 2012. It had been agreed then to keep fees at that level
for 5 years. No change was proposed for 2020. This was agreed by the meeting.
Proposed: Richard Brown
Seconded: Peter Stewart
8. Election of Office Bearers and Committee Members
The list of the outgoing Committee was shown to the meeting, highlighting those Office
Bearers and members who were standing down. The Chair expressed thanks to Richard
Brown for kindly agreeing to continue to deal with membership matters, albeit no longer
as a Committee Member.
Proposals for the 2019/20 Committee were then shown to the meeting. In addition to the
Office Bearers and Committee Members, it was proposed to appoint an Honorary
President, which post had been vacant since the death of Derek Lyddon. The Committee
wished to put forward Sofia Leonard, who had had a long involvement with the
Association and had been instrumental in getting Conservation Area status for the
Grange in the 1970s.
Sofia’s nomination was formally proposed by Derek Taylor and seconded by Jane Main.
She was elected by acclaim to the post of Honorary President.
The nominations for the Office Bearers were as follows, with the year of first election
shown in brackets:Office Bearers (serve for up to 4 years)
Chair: Nigel Ayton (2019)
Vice chair: Jenny Dawe (2018)
Hon Secretary: Sue Tritton (2019)
Hon Treasurer: Martin Sinclair (2019)
There were no further nominations from the floor for any of the Office Bearer
positions.
Proposed: Adam Rennie

Seconded: Jo Doake

The meeting elected the Office Bearers for 2019/20 as above.
The nominations for the Committee were as follows, with the year of first election shown
in brackets:-
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Committee (8) (serve for up to 4 years)
Peter Pitkin (2017)
Donald Henderson (2019)
Lucy Richardson (2019)
Roger Kellett (2019)
Jean McCutcheon (2019)
Isobel Miller (2019)
There were two additional vacancies for elected members. The Chair urged anyone who
was interested, or knew of anyone interested, to contact any Committee Member at any
time.
Proposed: Joan Forehand

Seconded: Richard Brown

The meeting elected the Committee for 2019/20 as shown above.
9. Appointment of Independent Examiner
The Treasurer said that Ken Robertson had been examining the Association’s accounts
since 2009. After 10 years he was standing down. The meeting expressed their
appreciation of Ken’s service to the Association.
So far a successor had not been identified. If no volunteer could be found it might be
necessary to secure the services of someone on a commercial basis. The meeting agreed
to delegate to the Committee the task of appointing a new Independent Examiner.
10. Question time/comment time
The Chair then opened the meeting for general questions and comments from members.
Road crossings
A member asked if any consideration had been given to installing a road crossing at the
dangerous junction of Grange Loan and Kilgraston Road. In reply, the Chair said
that the Association had been pushing for this for over 30 years. The Council had
in the last few years proposed a one-way system around the Grange
Loan/Kilgraston Road/Oswald Road/Blackford Avenue block; that would have
incorporated a new pedestrian crossing. However, the proposal was currently
shelved. The issue came up frequently at the Grange Prestonfield and Marchmont
Sciennes Community Councils. It would be necessary to continue to put pressure
on the local elected representatives.
Congratulating the Association on its 40th anniversary, Councillor Rose said the junction
in question had been looked at by traffic engineers for a long time. In common
with many other projects, the current proposal was shelved for various reasons,
including a lack of capacity in the Planning Department
New Primary School
A member expressed concern about the proposal for a new Primary School in Canaan
Lane. The street was already congested, and the new school would make matters
worse. In reply, Nigel Ayton said that the Council was not planning any new
traffic provision in the area around the school. The catchment area for the school
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had been planned so that it would be feasible to walk to the school from most of
the area.
Benches
A member asked who was responsible for looking after benches in the street, many of
which were in very poor condition. In reply, the Chair said that that was a matter
for the Council. When benches are installed, the people who donate them (usually
in memory of someone) are responsible for providing the Council with funds to
enable their future maintenance. Councillor Rose said that he would see what
could be done about two specific benches which had been mentioned.
Hamish McKenzie said that he had in the previous year restored all the benches
around Blackford Pond. There used to be 12 people employed by the Council to
maintain benches but now there were only two. The meeting expressed its thanks
to Mr McKenzie for his work at the pond.
Graffiti
A member noted that there was new graffiti in Lovers Loan and on the side of St
Catherine’s Argyle Church. Was there any Council cleaning programme? In
reply, the Chair said that the Council would only deal with offensive graffiti;
otherwise, the removal of graffiti was the responsibility of the owner of the
property. Councillor Rose confirmed that position. The Council was considering
introducing a new system for cleaning graffiti using offenders under the
Community Payback Scheme.
11. Conclusion
Nigel Ayton, the incoming Chair, paid a warm tribute to Sue Tritton’s drive and
determination in taking the Association’s work forward. It was a difficult role to fill and
she had done so with enthusiasm and energy.
The AGM was formally closed at 8.00 pm.
Astley Ainslie: the route from past to future
Roger gave a fascinating illustrated talk about the history of the site, going back over
many centuries, and the actions being taken now about possible future development.
Following questions to Roger the Chair thanked him for his presentation, and for
covering for Alan Farningham, who was unable to attend. He was given a small token of
the Association’s thanks.
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Chair’s Report to AGM – March 2020
This report is my first as Chair of the Association. I am pleased to record that the Grange
Association is in good health and is continuing to grow and develop the services it provides
for its members and for the wider community in the Grange.
Our membership has continued to grow, from 377 at the end of December 2018 to 411 at the
end of December 2019, an increase of 9%. We continue to seek ways to be more relevant to
those who live and work in the Grange and to encourage membership and participation in our
activities. In line with our constitution, our services lie in four categories:
1. Participation
For the second year, the Association has led teams of residents in leaf clearing, collecting
the fallen leaves from the pavements and gullies before they become mulched and slippery.
Sue Tritton leads this work and we are extremely grateful to her for the hard work and
dedication she has provided to make this leaf clearing work such a visible and valuable
contribution to the Grange and the community. There has been positive press coverage of
our leaf-clearing work and requests from other areas for assistance in setting up groups of
their own.
The Grange Fair is probably the most obvious example of an activity in the Grange that
attracts wide participation from all age groups, including many who have no other contact with
the Association. It is always a joy to see the street full of happy faces, sharing with so many
from within the community. The Fair is managed by an independent group of volunteers and
the Grange Association acts as the financial guarantor for the Grange Fair but, as in most
other years, the 2019 Fair generated a financial surplus which we were pleased to distribute
to local good causes, as shown in our accounts. Anna Kulhavy is to be congratulated on her
tenure as project manager for the Fair for a number of years. She has handed over to Heather
Peacock, who will manage the 2020 Fair, and we are sure that Heather will continue the
excellent tradition and we can all look forward to a fun day on Saturday 9 May.
The Garden Group has continued its good work, with a number of activities notified to those
who asked to be kept informed. The main event for 2020 will be the annual ‘Summer Outing’
on Monday 15 June, to Floors Castle and grounds, and Monteviot gardens in the Borders.
We also participate in the Community Councils that represent our area, providing input to
consultations from the Council and others.
2. Appreciation
We enjoy sharing information, knowledge and history of the area with others through our series
of monthly winter talks on Tuesday evenings. This season has attracted record attendances
and we congratulate Isobel Miller for devising and delivering such a popular and well-received
programme, ranging from historical people of interest to cyber-crime prevention.
We present the Grange Award biennially to show appreciation for the best improvement in
the Grange, and the 2020 award will be announced at this AGM.
There are volunteer groups who support local cemeteries in the Grange, Morningside and
Newington and provide information on those buried there. We have continued our financial
contributions to the Southside Graveyard Project with a further grant of £2,000 in 2019.
225 stones have now been remounted in the Grange cemetery. The booklet about the
cemetery and its notable graves has been reprinted.
We have placed a new bench in the cemetery in memory of Dorothy Ryle, who contributed so
much to the Grange, the Association and the wider area.
1
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3. Development
There is a separate report on our work to monitor all planning applications and applications
for tree work in the Grange. However, the most significant future development will be that of
the Astley Ainslie Hospital. We continue to liaise with the Council and with NHS Lothian
about the plans for the site. The Council is developing a Place Brief that will set out the
principles to be considered in assessing planning applications for the site. We expect this
place brief to be approved by the Council’s Planning Committee later this year. Roger Kellett
is a member of our Committee and is also the Convenor of the Community Engagement Group
that brings together the Community Councils, the City Council and the NHS to maintain liaison.
4. Information
Our newsletters continue to be popular and we deliver them to all 3,000 households and many
businesses in the Grange, three times each year. Jenny Dawe has impressed greatly as
Editor, with the range of interviews with fascinating local residents, articles on nature and
history, and local information. Our thanks go to Jenny for her diligence in creating such
consistently high-quality newsletters for us all.
We also provide a rich source of historic and current information through our website
www.gaedin.co.uk/wp. Archive material and historic maps are available in our Library, as well
as information about all applications for planning permission and for tree work.
There are links on the site for each of our activities. We have recognised that we can do much
more with our website and we have decided to invest in development to enhance the
appearance, functionality and security of the site for our members and others. We expect the
new website to be available later this year.
We have ambitions to include a separate new section on environmental opportunities, relevant
to our homes and activities in the Grange. Contributions and ideas to help with this new
environmental initiative will be most welcome.
Our work in 2020
Our work is managed by our dedicated Committee members, along with others who assist in
specific areas. If you are able to offer assistance, we would be very pleased to hear from you.
Please contact any Committee member (details on our website). In 2020 we shall continue to
work to protect and enhance the Grange for all its residents, through:












Providing entertaining and informative talks;
Enabling and co-ordinating clearing of leaves from the streets in late autumn 2020;
Supporting the Grange Fair;
Offering the summer garden outing to all residents;
Supporting work to restore, maintain, and provide information on Grange cemetery;
Delivering interesting and useful newsletters to all properties in the Grange;
Monitoring and influencing the plans to redevelop the Astley Ainslie site;
Monitoring and advising local members of planning applications, and submitting
comments or objections as appropriate;
Monitoring and advising on tree work applications;
Collating and posting online sources of information about environmental opportunities;
Developing our website to be a prime source of information in the Grange.

Nigel Ayton
2
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2019 Planning Report to AGM – March 2020
Our committee includes a sub-group which reviews all applications in the Grange area for
planning permission or for listed building consent. We notify those members who have given
us consent to use their e-mail addresses of the applications close to them. For the more
significant applications, we invite comments from the wider membership on our web forum.
Details of all applications are accessible from the planning pages on our website.
In 2019, there were 113 applications, a small
increase over 2018. Of these, 86 were granted. A
further seven were notified as not requiring
permission. There were eight variations to previous
grants of planning permission. Seven applications
were refused, two were withdrawn and there are
three still pending.
The Grange Association lodged objections on 13 of
these 113 applications, and made a comment on six
others, generally seeking clarity on the proposals. In
some of these, changes were then made to soften
the effect on the area. Only three of the 13
applications to which we objected have been granted
unamended; the three still pending a decision are all
applications to which we have lodged an objection.

Refused, 7

Pending, 3

Withdrawn, 2
Variation, 8
Permission
not required,
7
Granted on
appeal, 1

Granted, 85

Tota l 113

Planning applications 2019

For residential applications, we continue to press for adherence to the Grange Conservation
Area Character Appraisal and to guard against the risks identified in that document:





Over-development, infilling the spaces between properties that create the open green
character of the Grange;
Paving over front gardens to create off-street parking with the loss of soft landscaping;
Destruction of original walling or street features, such as gate piers and railings;
Use of non-traditional materials, such as uPVC and aluminium, for windows, doors and
cladding.

We are pleased to note that we are increasingly being contacted pro-actively by the architects
or builders for prospective applicants prior to submission, as well as occasionally by the Case
Officers in the Council’s Planning Department. We welcome this collaborative approach and
encourage applicants to discuss prospective planning applications with us prior to submission.
There has been disappointingly slow progress on the major developments on which we
reported for 2018 at the 2019 AGM.





The new road crossings for Grange Road are still planned to be installed but the date
for the start on site is now expected to be 11 May, with a ten-week construction period.
That work will now not include the crossing at Tantallon Place and Cumin Place, as
the Council has made some design changes that will require new legal Transport Order
documents to be issued;
The move of the Sick Kids’ hospital from Sciennes Road has been delayed and so the
redevelopment of that site will not start for many months;
There were many objections to the new primary school in Canaan Lane that delayed
the granting of planning permission. That work is now finally underway, however, with
the former care home being demolished ready for the new school.
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We continue to support the work of the Astley Ainslie Community Engagement Group (CEG),
under its convenor Roger Kellett, concerning plans for the redevelopment of the hospital site.
The CEG continues to liaise with the Council (CEC) and with NHS Lothian about the plans for
the site. CEC is developing a Place Brief that will set out the principles to be considered in
assessing planning applications for the site. We expect the CEG to have the opportunity to
comment at the draft stage and then this place brief to be approved by the Council’s Planning
Committee later this year, after which it will become the baseline document against which any
planning applications for the site will be assessed by CEC’s Planning Department. NHS
Lothian will also develop a more detailed Masterplan for the site and may initiate marketing of
the site in late 2020, but only after the Place Brief has been endorsed by CEC. This will ensure
potential bidders understand fully the opportunities and constraints presented by the site.
Trees

Nigel Ayton

In 2019, 94 notifications of proposed work on trees within the conservation area were posted
on the council’s planning website (one more than in 2018). The association commented on
eleven of these and responded to c. 25 enquiries from residents. Nine of the proposals notified
concerned trees protected by a Tree Preservation order (TPO). Of these, the council refused
two, and returned a ‘mixed decision’ on a third.
For 83 of the proposals relating to trees not specifically protected, the council either decided
to ‘not make a TPO’, allowing the work to go ahead, or it failed to make a decision within the
statutory six-week time limit, permitting the work to proceed by default. In two cases, however,
the decision was to make a TPO, thus preventing the proposed work from going ahead and
requiring a further application and closer scrutiny before any other work could be undertaken.
The TPOs created, which last initially for six months, prevented the felling of a large lime tree
in the grounds of 29 Lauder Road, and of six Norway maples on the east side of Blackford
Avenue in the grounds of Camilla House.
Approximately half of all the cases notified involved the removal of one or more trees but, as
is generally the case, most of these are (or were) of little value in terms of public amenity, and
most of the other work proposed was entirely reasonable. Nevertheless, there were some
significant losses, some justifiable, some not. A large lime tree beside a wall in front of a house
on Grange Road was felled, where the wall had collapsed very obviously as the result of
pressure from the tree. Several substantial trees have been lost from the site of the new school
in Canaan Lane. The council failed to prevent the felling of a large and very attractive walnut
on the S side of Blackford Road, and more recently it has taken no action to protect three
substantial trees, two limes and a Norway maple, on the corner of Dalrymple Crescent and
Findhorn Place.
Last year’s report drew attention to the felling, seemingly without the council’s permission, of
a substantial horse chestnut in the grounds of Woodburn House (protected under the Astley
Ainslie TPO). During February and March there were two more cases of unauthorised felling
on the Astley Ainslie site. The association made two reports of these infringements on the
council’s planning website. The council subsequently interviewed those responsible under
caution and it was agreed that a number of replacement trees would be planted. This has now
happened.
In view of the proposed sale of the Astley Ainslie site, there are understandable concerns
about the potential impact of any built development on the trees and on its sylvan character.
We hope the council’s willingness to act in the case of these recent infringements indicates
that it is prepared to give substantial weight to the provisions of the TPO (in its present form)
when judging any future plans and proposals.
Peter Pitkin
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Grange Association
(Scottish Charity Number: SC025491)

Treasurer’s Report for the year ended 31 December 2019
This is my first Report since becoming Treasurer at the AGM in March 2019. I have been ably assisted in my
task by the previous Treasurer, Joan Forehand, and the Membership Secretary, Richard Brown, and would
like to thank them warmly. A deficit of £1,320 was recorded in 2019 compared to a surplus of £1,283 in
2018. The main contributory factor was an increase in donations made as detailed below.
Membership subscriptions
There were 411 members in 2019 compared to 377 in 2018. Income from membership subscriptions and
donations was £5,443 (2018 - £5,215). 275 members (2018 – 256 members) paid by standing order. 350
members (2018 - 318 members) have signed gift aid declarations. Membership subscriptions of £10 for an
individual and £15 for a household are unchanged since 2012. It will be proposed at the 2020 AGM that no
change is made to the level of subscriptions for 2021.
Newsletter
The net cost, after deducting advertising income, of producing the three newsletters issued in 2019 was
£1,185 compared to £1,443 in 2018. The significant benefit from the editorial and distribution work being
done voluntarily was recognised with a social event and this also included the volunteer leaf clearers.
Donations
The Grange Fair surplus is donated each year. In addition this year a sum of £2,000 was given to continue
the work being carried out on the restoration of gravestones in the Grange Cemetery and a bench in
memory of Dorothy Ryle was purchased.
Grange Fair
As reported elsewhere the 2019 Grange Fair once again benefitted from good weather and was well
supported. The surplus of £1,612 has been donated to the Braidwood Centre in Dumbiedykes, the First
Friday Friends group at Mayfield Salisbury Church, the Butterflies Café at Marchmont St Giles Church, Fresh
Start and Newington Library to fund a storytelling event for primary school children and to purchase books.
Level of funds
The total unrestricted funds of the Association at 31 December 2019 were £24,044 compared to £25,364
at 31 December 2018. The Trustees’ policy is to set subscription levels to approximately cover the net cost
of the newsletters and the costs of the talks provided for members along with the administration costs of
the Association, whilst using accumulated funds, including an unrestricted legacy received in 2009, for
donations and on projects which meet the objectives of the Association.
Trustees
Trustees at the date the 2019 Annual Report was approved by the trustees:
Nigel Ayton, Chair (appointed March 2019 when Sue Tritton retired);
Jenny Dawe, Vice Chair
Sue Tritton, Honorary Secretary (appointed March 2019 when Adam Rennie retired) and
Martin Sinclair, Honorary Treasurer (appointed March 2019 when Joan Forehand retired)

Martin Sinclair, Honorary Treasurer
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CONSTITUTION OF THE GRANGE ASSOCIATION
1

Name
The name of the Association shall be The Grange Association.

2a

Objectives
The objectives of the Association are to encourage and promote, by charitable
means but not otherwise, the following:

i

to stimulate public interest in and care for the beauty, history and character of
the Grange and its neighbourhood:
to encourage the preservation, protection, development and improvement of
historical, architectural or public interest in the area of benefit;
to encourage high standards of planning and architecture in or affecting the
area of benefit;
to educate the public in the geography, history, natural history and architecture
of the area of benefit.

ii
iii
iv
2b

Powers
In furtherance of these objectives the Association is empowered:

i

to advance the education of the public about the Grange particularly
concerning the objectives stated above;
to encourage and stimulate active and well-informed public interest in the past,
present and future planning and development of the Grange and its amenity;
to encourage and ensure so far as is possible the application of the highest
standards of planning, architecture, construction and design, including
landscape design, in the area;
to promote, assist, support, or otherwise encourage the conservation and
restoration of buildings, streets, stone walls, monuments, gardens, and other
physical features which are considered worthy of preservation and/or
conservation on account of their architectural and historic interest;
to organise events for the benefit of the public in the Grange in connection
with cultural and social welfare aspects of amenity;
to co-operate with and assist local and national authorities and any other
associations, bodies and societies and persons by whose or with whose
assistance or interest the objectives of the Association can be carried out or
furthered;
to co-ordinate the efforts of associations, bodies and societies and persons in
the Grange interested in the objectives of The Grange Association;
to raise and hold or contribute to funds which may be used or directed towards
any of the Association’s objectives; and
to take such further action as the Association may consider conducive to the
attainment of the objectives or any part of them.

ii
iii

iv

v
vi

vii
viii
ix

3.

The area
The area of the Grange for the purpose of the objects of the Association shall
be defined as the area bounded by an imaginary line running along the
northern side of the railway line which lies to the south of Mortonhall Road,
West Relugas Road, as far east as the point where the railway crosses
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Mayfield Road; thence northwards along the middle of Mayfield Road and
Ratcliffe Terrace and Causewayside as far as the point on Causewayside
which is nearest to the junction of Sciennes with Sciennes Road; thence
westwards to the said junction; thence westwards along the middle of Sciennes
road as far as the junction of the latter with Chalmers Crescent; thence
southwards so as to pass to the north and west of the house and garden at no. 1
Chalmers Crescent; thence southwards following the western ends of the
gardens of the houses which stand on the western sides of Chalmers Crescent
and Palmerston Road, to meet Beaufort Road at the point where no.1 Beaufort
Road meets no. 2 Beaufort Road; thence westwards along the middle of
Beaufort Road and Strathearn Road as far as the junction of the latter with
Whitehouse Loan; thence southwards along the middle of Whitehouse Loan as
far as the junction of the latter with Grange Loan (Whitehouse Terrace);
thence westwards to the line of the rear elevation of the tenements on the east
side of Falcon Gardens; thence along that elevation to its southern end and
westwards along the south side of Falcon Road to the east side of the
electricity substation; thence south, west and south again along the east
boundary of the site of the Falcon Court flats to the centre of Canaan Lane;
thence eastwards as far as the west boundary of the property of the Health
Education Board for Scotland (Woodburn House); thence first south and then
eastwards along that boundary, continuing along the southern boundary of the
Astley Ainslie Hospital Estate to turn south-east to the northern boundary of
the railway line; and thence further eastwards along the northern side of that
railway line lying to the south of the Astley Ainslie Hospital Estate and
Mortonhall Road until it meets Oswald Road and overlaps the starting point:
or as may be recorded in detail on City of Edinburgh District Council and/or
Historic Scotland maps.
4

Membership
Membership shall be open to all persons or bodies who are interested in the
objects of the Association. Membership shall lapse if the subscription is
unpaid for more than six months after notification that it is due. In all
questions regarding membership, the decision of the Committee shall be final.
The categories of membership shall be:
Ordinary members
aged 18 years and over
Concessionary members senior citizens; full-time students aged 18 years and
over; unemployed adults aged 18 years and over
Junior members
aged 14 to 18 years, who will have no entitlement to
vote at meetings
Honorary President
Honorary Life members
Election to honorary categories of membership shall take place at a General
Meeting.

5

Subscriptions
The Association has power at a General Meeting to increase or otherwise vary
the rates of subscription, from time to time, by a majority vote.
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2

6

Meetings
An Annual General Meeting (AGM) shall be held in February or March of
each year to receive the Committee’s report and audited accounts for the
financial year January to December, being the calendar year immediately
preceding the months of February or March aforementioned, and to elect
Officers and Members of Committee. The Committee shall then decide when
ordinary meetings of the Association shall be held and shall give reasonable
notice of all meetings to members. Special General Meetings of the
Association shall be held at the request of 20 or more members. Twenty
members personally present shall constitute a quorum at any meeting of the
Association.

7

Officers and Committee
The officers of the Association shall be: Chair, Vice-Chair, Honorary
Secretary and Honorary Treasurer. No officer shall be eligible for re-election
to the same office for at least one year after having served in that office for
four consecutive years.
The committee members shall consist of the officers of the Association ex
officio and not more than eight further ordinary members. Each year, not
fewer than two ordinary members of the committee shall retire from the
committee and shall not offer themselves for re-election for at least one year.
The retiring members shall be the members who are most senior in length of
service on the committee. When there are two members of the committee of
equal seniority, and failing agreement among them as to who is to retire, those
who retire shall be chosen by lot No ordinary member of the committee shall
be eligible for re-election to the committee as an ordinary member for at least
one year after having held office served as an ordinary member for four
consecutive years.
The position of each committee member shall be subject to election or reelection at each Annual General Meeting for the period of one year until the
next Annual General Meeting.
Subject to these provisions, all officers and other committee members shall be
eligible for re-election at the Annual General Meeting.
The committee shall have power to co-opt further members who will act in an
advisory and non-voting capacity.
A quorum of the committee shall consist of not fewer than five members
attending in person and entitled to vote.
The committee shall be responsible for running the affairs of the Association
and taking decisions on its behalf, subject always to the over-riding authority
of members expressed by a majority at a General Meeting.

8

Amendments
The constitution may be amended by a two-thirds majority of members present
at any General Meeting, provided that not less than fourteen days notice of the
proposed amendment has been given to members of the committee prior to the
date of the meeting at which the amendment is to be moved, and provided that
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nothing herein contained shall authorise any amendment permitting the
expenditure of funds of the Association on any object which is not charitable.
The committee shall give such notice to members of any proposed amendment
as may be reasonably practicable.
9

Failure to notify members
No failure due to inadvertence, error or any other bona fide cause to give
notice of any meeting or resolution or other matter to any member or
members, shall invalidate the proceedings at such meetings or any resolution
passed or any other business conducted at such meetings. Where the
committee decides that notice to each individual member of meetings,
resolutions and other matters is impracticable for reasons of cost,
administrative difficulty or the like, then notice in public places, the press and
the like shall be employed.

10

Appeals
The committee shall have the power to make appeals, solicit donations and
canvass monies for carrying out the objects of the Association.

11

Expenses of administration
The committee shall, out of monies received by the Association, pay all proper
expenses of administration and management and shall use the residue of the
monies as it thinks fit or towards the objects of the Association.

12

Investment
All monies at any time belonging to the Association and not required for
immediate application shall be invested by the Treasurer in such investments
as he thinks fit, subject to the instructions of the committee.

13

Borrowing
The committee may borrow for the objects of the Association such monies at
such rate of interest and in such manner as it may think fit, subject to approval
in writing of not less than five members of the committee, two of whom must
be the Treasurer and either the Chairman or Vice-Chairman.

14

Winding up
In the event of the winding up of the Association the available funds of the
Association shall be transferred to such one or more charitable bodies, having
objects similar to those hereinbefore declared, as may be chosen by the
committee.

14 November 1996, boundary revision approved by AGM 20 February 2002, adopted
in full by AGM 25 February 2004.
Revision relating to period of tenure of officers adopted by AGM
22 February 2006.
Revision (Clause 7), relating to requirement for ordinary members to retire, amended
to require retirements only after having served for four years: adopted by AGM
3 March 2020
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4

MEMBERSHIP FORM
To: The Grange Association Membership Secretary
90 Grange Loan, Edinburgh EH9 2EP
Annual subscription rates for 2020 – tick which applies:
Individual Membership: £10.00
Household Membership: £15.00

This membership form is to be used
by new members and existing
members whose details have
changed.
Existing members whose details have not
changed and who renew by cheque*, bank
transfer or Standing Order do not need to
complete this form.

*Please post to Membership Secretary

NAME (s)
ADDRESS
POSTCODE

TEL

EMAIL
I/We enclose/will make internet banking payment for:
Membership

+Donation (optional)

= TOTAL

Please tick the appropriate boxes below.
I enclose a cheque payable to ‘The Grange Association’; or
I am paying now by cash (at an Association meeting or event)
I have requested (by emailing membership@grangeassociation.com):
bank account details to make a single internet banking payment; or
a Standing Order form to renew membership subscription annually on 01 February
I have completed and signed:
the Data Protection consent form overleaf (required if we are to be able to contact you)
the Gift Aid Declaration below (optional).
GIFT AID DECLARATION - Charity: The Grange Association (Scottish Charity No SC025491)

I would like the Grange Association to treat all donations I have made in the last four years and all donations
I make from the date of this declaration, until I notify you otherwise, as Gift Aid Donations.

NAME

ADDRESS

POSTCODE

DATE

SIGNED

1. You may cancel this declaration at any time by notifying the Association.
2. Signatories of this declaration must pay income tax at least equal to the tax that the Association reclaims on your donations
in the tax year.
3. Please notify the Association of any change of address.

iii
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MEMBERSHIP FORM - DATA PROTECTION CONSENT
TO BE COMPLETED BY ALL NEW MEMBERS TO ENSURE YOU CAN ACCESS
BENEFITS AND RECEIVE COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE ASSOCIATION
NAME (s)
ADDRESS
POSTCODE

TEL

EMAIL
GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATIONS 2018
Please tick the appropriate box(es) below and sign the declaration.
I/we agree to the Grange Association storing my/our NAME(s) and ADDRESS in the
Association’s private list of members which is available to only selected committee
members and to the newsletter distribution organiser in order to allow free entry
to ‘member free’ events, confirm voting eligibility at AGM and allow free postage
of newsletters to members outside the Association area.
I/we agree to the Grange Association storing my/our EMAIL ADDRESS(es) in the
Association’s private list of members which is available to only selected committee
members and to the newsletter distribution organiser in order to inform me of
talks, events, other activities of the Association, relevant planning applications and
information of local interest.
I/we agree to the Grange Association storing my/our TELEPHONE NUMBER in the
Association’s private list of members which is available to only selected committee
members and to the newsletter distribution organiser for general membership
administration.
DATE

SIGNED

Please return this form by one of these methods:
(a) To Grange Association Membership Secretary, 90 Grange Loan, Edinburgh, EH9 2EP
(b) Email to membership@grangeassociation.com
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