20 South Oswald Road EH9 2HG
Planning Application 21/06082/FUL
OBJECTION from Grange Association
16 December 2021
The application is to widen the vehicle entrance to 4.0m (from present 2.55m), citing difficulties
from parked vehicles. We empathise with the applicant about the difficulties achieving safe
access and egress from this driveway and acknowledge that the road is normally fully parked
restricting sightlines. However, we request that alternative solutions be explored rather than
widening the entrance excessively to 4.0m as currently proposed.
Our objections relate to:
1. Excessive proposed width of altered entrance, with loss of original boundary wall;
2. Inadequate specification of “new pier” to give assurance that it will be rebuilt exactly
as its current form; and
3. Inappropriate form of the proposed new gates.
1. Excessive proposed width of altered entrance, with loss of original boundary wall
The current vehicle entrance is 2.55m wide. This is less than the maximum 3m width specified
in the Householder Guidance (page 19). We note that 2.55m is the width of the latest 3-axle
Lothian Buses but, even so, modern cars and drivers can require wider entrances than in the
past. We do not accept that the difficulties caused by parked vehicles should be mitigated by
the destruction of 1.5m of original boundary wall but request alternative solutions. We
therefore request that the applicant be invited to modify the proposals such that the entrance
is no wider than 3m, consistent with the Householder Guidance.

20 South Oswald Road – Google streetview – Oct 2012
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The Local Development Plan (LDP) includes policies to preserve and enhance the special
character and appearance of conservation areas.
Development within a conservation area or affecting its setting will be permitted which:
a) preserves or enhances the special character or appearance of the conservation area and is
consistent with the relevant conservation area character appraisal
b) preserves trees, hedges, boundary walls, railings, paving and other features which
contribute positively to the character of the area and
c)

demonstrates high standards of design and utilises materials appropriate to the historic
environment.

LDP Policy ENV6
Policy ENV6 specifically refers to the boundary walls and requires that they be preserved .

Alternative mitigation of restricted access
We note that proposals for a
Controlled Parking Zone (CPZ) in the
B1 area, which includes South
Oswald Road, were issued for
community engagement in April 2021.
The specific proposals for the
entrance to 20 South Oswald Road
would
compound
the
present
difficulties with only a very short
section of yellow line to protect
sightlines and facilitate access at the
vehicle entrance. These proposals,
and the response to the community
engagement, have not yet been
presented to the Transport and
Environment Committee.

Current proposal
Suggested
B1 controlled parking proposals

We therefore request that the
opportunity be taken for the Planning
Department to recommend to their
colleagues in the Roads Department
that the detailed proposals be
modified to include a longer single
yellow line at this point. We suggest
10m, being two vehicle spaces.

In the event that the current proposals for a CPZ do not proceed, we request the Council to
extend the white advisory line in front of the existing access to 10m to keep parked vehicles
further away from the entrance on either side.
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2. Inadequate specification of “new pier” to give assurance that it will be rebuilt exactly
as its current form.

The drawing as submitted by the applicant makes no commitment to retaining the form of
the present eastern gate pillar. The drawing states only “rebuilt from existing stone”. We
believe it is likely to be the intention of the applicant that the existing pillar is simply relocated
to the east with no other alterations. If so, the drawings should be amended to be explicit on
this matter to be clear that these characterful gate pillars will be retained in their current
form.
3. Inappropriate form of the proposed new gates.

The applicant has provided no elevation drawings to show the appearance of the proposed
gates from the street. However, from the written description: “4.0m wide x 2.0m high…steel
frame clad with cedar boards”, we can infer that the gates are unlikely to offer any visual
permeability but rather will create a fortified appearance contrary to the Grange
Conservation Area Character Appraisal, which refers to the pleasurable ‘glimpse views’
through gates.
Variations in boundary type, design and material, the visual permeability of railings, gates and planting, and
regular punctuation with pedestrian gates reduces the ‘barrier’ effect by allowing glimpse views.
Grange Conservation Area Character Appraisal (page 23)

We request that the applicant be invited to amend the proposals to include gates that
preserve the visual permeability characteristic of the Grange.

Grange Association
16 December 2021
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