Planning Application 22/00896/FUL - 4 Trotter Haugh EH9 2GZ
OBJECTION from Grange Association
24 March 2022
We have reviewed planning application 22/00896/FUL and submit this objection. 4 Trotter Haugh is
part of a modern development dating from around 2000, whose design was the subject of much
deliberation given the site’s setting in the south of the Grange Conservation Area. The design of the
development as a whole, as well as of the individual properties, was carefully developed to
complement and maintain consistency with the older properties in Mortonhall Road. The
development included new three-storey properties fronting Mortonhall Road, reflecting the character
of the older villas on the street, and smaller two-storey properties on the land to the south adjoining
the Jordan Burn and the railway line, reflecting the character of the B-listed properties in the adjacent
Glenisla Gardens. Trotter Haugh therefore remains within the conservation area and the character of
the area needs no less protection than would be the case for the older properties nearby.

Modern development on Mortonhall Road with Trotter Haugh behind, reflecting the character of the
conservation area (Google streetview, Oct 2012)

Trotter Haugh, designed to complement the form and layout of Glenisla Gardens (Google Earth)
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Our grounds for objection relate to:
(A): The destruction of the soft landscaping to the front of the property by the proposed additional
hard standing for parking; and
(B): The use of uPVC for the windows, rather than timber.

A: Loss of soft landscaping

4 Trotter Haugh with car stored in front of garage (Mar 2022)

The properties in Trotter Haugh are well maintained by their owners and the street retains a sense of
a small community. The front gardens are well tended and it is not the custom or practice to park
vehicles on the frontages or on the road immediately outside houses. Rather, the streetview is of a
neat row of houses, each with an attractive uncluttered garden area. Every house has a garage and
there is ample additional parking in the bays in Trotter Haugh opposite the houses. This remains a
private development (hence not viewable on Google streetview) with its own residents’ association
that pays for communal gardening and maintenance and retains pride in the appearance and amenity
of the development. It would be a significant degradation in the appearance and character of Trotter
Haugh if it were to become common to park vehicles on the frontages or on the roadway immediately
outside houses.
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In 2020, the garage at 4 Trotter Haugh was converted to include a sauna. The work was certified under
20/02353/WARR. This loss of vehicle garaging was a recent choice by the owners and cannot now be
used to justify the loss of soft landscaping for vehicle storage.
Access and parking
Only one access will be permitted per property.
A parking space will normally be allowed if the front garden is at least 6 metres deep, with a
maximum area of 21 square metres or 25% of the front garden, whichever is the greater. The
design should be such as to prevent additional parking on the remainder of the garden area.
Householder Guidance (Nov 2021, page 19)

The proposal contravenes the Householder Guidance (page 19) because:



It creates a second vehicle access to the property; and
The total parking space would be the whole frontage, far in excess of the 25% maximum
permitted.

We therefore object to this proposed loss of soft landscaping and the associated degradation in the
appearance and amenity of the street and request that the additional parking be refused.
B: Use of uPVC for the windows
The drawings indicate that the proposed new windows are to be uPVC.
Extensions and Alterations
The use of traditional materials will be encouraged. uPVC will not be acceptable.
Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas (Feb 2019, page 24)

This contravenes the guidance on Conservation Areas. We therefore request that, if the Planning
Department is minded to approve the second-floor extension, traditional materials should be
mandated, including timber windows.

Grange Association
24 March 2022
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