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1 Thomas Nelson
2 Hugh Miller
3 Thomas Oliver
4 Rev Thomas Chalmers
5 William Stuart
6 Charles MacLaren
7 Sir James Gowans
8 Ivan Szabo
9 James Moonie
10 William Stuart Cruickshank
11 Michael Taylor
12 James Smith

13 Sir Thomas Dick Lauder
14 Robin Cook
15 David Kennedy
16 Thomas Usher
17 Thomas Guthrie
18 James Thin
19 Andrew Usher
20 Alexander Cowan
21 John Usher
22 John Bartholomew
23 Robert Middlemass
24 Canon Edward Hannan

Grave of Sir Thomas Dick Lauder

Grange Cemetery was established in 1847 by the Southern Cemetery Company Ltd. on land
bought from the Dick Lauder family of the Grange Estate. Designed by the architect David
Bryce, the 12 acre site was built on a rectangular pattern around central vaulted catacombs.
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Further information on each grave
https://grangeassociation.org/cemetery
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Thomas Nelson (1780-1861)
Thomas Nelson was founder of Thomas
Nelson publishers, the largest printing
and publishing company in Scotland in
1853. In 1798 he started with a second
hand bookshop in the West Bow then in
1845, joined by his sons William and
Thomas, moved to Hope Park, building a
printing house where the complete
process was carried out under one roof.
In 1850 Thomas Jr invented a rotary
press, which revolutionised printing.
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Hugh Miller (1802-1856)
Hugh Miller, from Cromarty, well-known
stonemason/geologist/palaeontologist
publishing his findings in “The Old Red
Sandstone” (1841). Many of his famous
fossils can be seen in the National
Museum of Scotland. He moved to
Edinburgh as editor of the influential Free
Church newspaper, The Witness, in which
he wrote on social issues.
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Thomas Oliver (1775-1853)
Thomas Oliver, from Hawick, was a
partner in the publishing company of
Oliver & Boyd, formed in 1807 with
George Boyd, specialising in medical and
educational texts. From 1817-1973 the
firm was based at Tweeddale Court.
Oliver & Boyd was acquired by the
Financial Times organisation in 1962 and
later by Longmans.

4

Rev Thomas Chalmers D.D., LL.D.
(1780-1847)
Thomas Chalmers, the first person buried
in the Grange Cemetery, was born in
Anstruther. He studied mathematics at St
Andrews University, then trained for the
ministry, becoming minister at Kilmany,
Fife, in 1803. He moved to Glasgow in
1815, then St Andrews University in
1823, before being appointed Professor
of Divinity in Edinburgh in 1827. In 1843
he led the Disruption, when 450 ministers
walked out of the Church of Scotland to
form the Free Church.
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John Usher (1828-1904)
John Usher, with his elder brother
Andrew, developed the whisky business
inherited from their father. The business
was very profitable and in 1898 he made
an offer to the University of Edinburgh to
build and equip laboratories/class rooms
for the teaching of Public Health to be
called ‘The John Usher Institute of Public
Health’. It was built and opened in 1902.
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John Bartholomew (1805-61)
John Bartholomew, son of a map maker,
founded his map-making business in
1826. It became one of the most admired
cartographic institutions in the world. He
was succeeded by four generations of his
family, who developed the firm and its
map-making techniques, until it was
finally sold to Readers Digest in 1980.
Currently the firm is owned by
HarperCollins Publishers.
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Robert Middlemass (1819-1904)
Robert Middlemass, born in Traquair, was
the founder of the Middlemass Biscuit
Factory in Causewayside. Middlemass
claimed to have invented the digestive
biscuit although the same claim is made
for Alexander Grant, an employee of
McVities & Price.
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Canon Edward Joseph Hannan (1836-91)
Canon Hannan, from County Limerick,
was involved in the founding of Hibernian
Football Club. In the early 19th century
many Irish migrated to Edinburgh living
around the old town, a very deprived
area. The R.C. Church, concerned for
their welfare, purchased the Episcopal
Church in South Grays Close, changed it
to St Patrick’s Catholic Church and
Hannan was appointed curate in 1861.
One of his parishioners, Michael
Whelahan, was interested in football and
the two joined forces in 1875 to form
“Hibs”, a focus for young Irish men.
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Thomas Guthrie (1803-1873)
Thomas Guthrie, known as an eloquent
preacher and philanthropist, attended
Edinburgh
University
1815-25,
successively studying arts, divinity and
medicine. He was ordained as minister at
Arbirlot, Fife, in 1830, and moved to
Edinburgh in 1837. He joined the Free
Church at the Disruption, and in 1847,
shocked by the poverty in Edinburgh, set
up the first Ragged School, where
destitute children were given food,
education and Christian instruction.
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James Thin (1824-1915)
James Thin was born in Edinburgh, the
son of a Borders-born grocer. He was
apprenticed to the bookseller, James
McIntosh, 5 North College Street.
Through his work he met some of the
well known literary figures of the time
including Thomas Carlyle and R.L.
Stevenson. In 1848 he founded Thin’s
bookshop in South Bridge which
remained in the family until 2002.
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Andrew Usher (1826-1898)
Andrew Usher, with his brother John,
inherited his father’s whisky business
developing it into a worldwide concern.
The taste for whisky grew enormously in
the latter half of the 19th century, and
the Ushers took advantage of this.
Andrew gifted the sum of £100,000 to
the City of Edinburgh Council to build a
music hall - the Usher Hall.
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Alexander Cowan (1775-1859)
Alexander Cowan, philanthropist, was the
founder of the firm of Alex Cowan &
Sons, papermakers, which flourished in
Penicuik, from the 1830s to the 1960s.
Theirs was the first paper mill on the
River Esk. The firm prospered, producing,
among other things, high quality paper
for banknotes. The last member of the
family left the Board in 1965 and the
Reed Paper Group bought the company
in 1966.
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William Stuart (1820-1888)
William Stuart, son of an Edinburgh wine
merchant, was a partner in the firm of
J&W Stuart, who, in 1869, were reputed
to be the principal manufacturers of net
in Scotland. The weaving of fishing nets
was one of the oldest crafts in Scotland.
In the late 18th century, James Paterson
of Musselburgh devised a machine to
replace traditional hand weaving. In
1849, William and his brother John
bought Paterson’s business.
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Charles Maclaren, FRSE (1782-1866)
Charles Maclaren, son of an East Lothian
farmer, became a mercantile clerk in
Edinburgh and then a customs official. In
1817, he and solicitor William Ritchie
started a weekly paper, The Scotsman, to
offer
“impartiality,
firmness
and
independence”. Maclaren was editor
1820-1845. In 1820, he was appointed
editor of the 6th edition of the
Encyclopædia Britannica. He was
president of the Edinburgh Geological
Society 1864-1866 .
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Sir James Gowans (1821-1890)
James Gowans, architect, who trained
under David Bryce, designed a number of
buildings in Edinburgh. His most famous
house was Rockville, in Napier Road,
which he built in 1858 (now demolished).
In 1885 he became Dean of Guild and
was largely responsible for organising the
Edinburgh International Exhibition on The
Meadows in 1886. Queen Victoria visited
the exhibition and knighted James
Gowans for his work.
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Ivan Szabo (1822-1858)
Ivan Szabo, a photographer from
Transylvania, set up a studio in St
Andrews and later in Edinburgh.
Photography had become a viable activity
in 1839 with the inventions of Talbot in
England and Daguerre in France and the
influence of Hill and Adamson in
Edinburgh. Szabo exhibited in several
photographic exhibitions in the 1850s.
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James Moonie (1853-1923)
James Anderson Moonie and his fourth
son William were both musicians. James,
born in Edinburgh, became a music
teacher, founding Mr Moonie’s Choir in
1896. By 1923 he was living at 19
Salisbury Road, but on 29th April he died
of pneumonia on holiday in Nice. William
was organist at Grange Church (now
Marchmont St Giles)
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William Stewart Cruikshank (1855-1928)
William Stewart Cruikshank was the
builder whose company constructed the
King’s Theatre in 1906. The original
consortium ran out of money, so
Cruikshank formed another company that
completed the building and owned the
theatre. His son, Alexander, became
director and in 1928 merged the King’s
with the theatrical company Howard &
Wyndham, a connection which continued
into the 1970s.
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Michael Taylor (1793-1867)
Michael Taylor was an Edinburgh silk
merchant whose wife, Jane, and
daughter, Mary, were poisoned by
Mary’s husband, Dr Edward Pritchard.
Suspicion was aroused when both died in
1865. Following a tip-off, Jane Taylor was
exhumed from Grange Cemetery and she
and Mary, awaiting burial, were found to
have been poisoned. Pritchard was
found guilty and, in 1865, was the last
man to be publicly hanged in Glasgow.
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James Smith (1824-1887)
James Smith, Edinburgh-born printer and
storyteller whose poems and stories
were widely published. His writings were
in the vernacular with examples, such as
“Habbie and Madge” and “The merry
bridal o' Firthmains” now online. He
worked in England and Ireland before
returning to Edinburgh where he became
manager at the office of Aikman, a law
printer. Later he was librarian of the
Edinburgh Mechanics Library.
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Sir Thomas Dick Lauder (1784-1848)
Sir Thomas Dick Lauder, 7th Baronet of
Fountainhall and 5th of Grange, was a
landowner, soldier, politician and author.
With the help of W.H.Playfair, he
modernized Grange House to be his
family home. In 1825 he obtained
permission from Parliament to make the
Grange available for development.
However, an economic slump put the
plans on hold, leaving it to his son and
grandson to complete the project.
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Robin Cook (1946-2005)
Robin Cook, teacher turned politician,
was a Minister in the Labour Government
(1997-2003), most of that time as Foreign
Secretary under Tony Blair. After the
2001 election he became Leader of the
House of Commons and was one of the
chief opponents of the Iraq war, resigning
from the Cabinet in March 2003. He
remained an active backbencher until his
sudden death in 2005.
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David Kennedy (1825-1886)
David Kennedy was well known as a
Scottish singer. He initially trained as a
house painter, even travelling to London
to paint a ceiling in Buckingham Palace.
Having taken lessons in singing and
elocution, he gave up his business to
become a professional singer, specialising
in Burns and traditional Scottish songs. In
addition to touring in England and
Scotland he made many trips around the
world including Australia and USA

16

Thomas Usher (1821-1896)
Thomas Usher, with his brother James,
founded the Usher Brewery, in Merchant
Street. Later, a new brewery, the Park
Brewery, was built in St Leonards. It
remained an Usher family business until
1959 when it was taken over by Vaux &
Associated Breweries Ltd, Sunderland,
and its name changed to Usher’s Brewery
Ltd. It went into liquidation with the Park
Brewery ceasing production in 1981.
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Thomas Guthrie (1803-1873)
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preacher and philanthropist, attended
Edinburgh
University
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