
 

 

 
Scottish Charity No. SC025491 

 
FORTY FOURTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

                                        Tuesday 21st March 2023 at 7.00 pm 
(Doors open from 6.30pm) 

St Catherine’s Argyle church, 61-63 Grange Road EH9 1TY 
 

AGENDA 
 

1 Welcome   
 

2 Apologies  
 

3 Adoption of Forty Third AGM minutes of 15 March 2022 
 

4 Matters arising  
 

5 Reports:  
a. Chair 
b. Planning, roads and trees 

 
6 Honorary Treasurer’s report, adoption of 2022 accounts and reappointment of 

Independent Examiner 
  

7 Adoption of membership fees for 2024 
 

8 Election of office bearers and committee members 
Introduction of incoming Chair 
 

9 Members’ contributions and participation 
https://grangeassociation.org/join/participate/ 

 
10 Question time 

 
11 Conclusion  
 

 

After the AGM there will be a talk at 7.45pm by Graham Stone 
https://grangeassociation.org/events/talks-2022-23/ 

     

The Grange Association 

Edinburgh 
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DRAFT 
 

Minutes of the Grange Association Forty-Third Annual General Meeting 
 

Held via Zoom Video Conferencing 
On Tuesday 15th March 2022 at 7.00pm 

 
           Present:  

      Honorary Chair: Sofia Leonard  

           Committee: Nigel Ayton (Chair), Jenny Dawe (Vice Chair), Lucy Richardson 
(Secretary), Martin Sinclair (Treasurer) Jean McCutcheon, Neil Robb, Roger Kellett, 
Sue Tritton, Richard Brown, Donald Henderson, Peter Pitkin (co-opted), Mark Batho, 
Donald Henderson 

 
            Members: approximately 70 present  
 
            Guests:  Unknown 
 

                   Apologies: Cllr Neil Ross. Joan Forehand 
 
1. Welcome 

The Chair, Nigel Ayton, welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

2. Apologies 

There were 2 apologies, as above.  

3. Adoption of Forty-Second, 16 March 2021 AGM minutes  

The minutes were approved by the meeting.           

                      Proposed: Olga Franks       Seconded: Christine Ayton 

4. Matters arising 

There were none. 

5. Reports 

a) Chair’s Report  

Nigel provided a full, downloadable report on the Grange Association’s website before 
the AGM. He drew attention to the uncertainties we have been living through during the 
coronavirus pandemic. The committee has done a fantastic job in continuing and 
developing services to our members.  

Membership has increased 8% and was at 475 members at the end of 2021. Thanks went 
to Richard Brown for his methodical and dedicated work as Membership Secretary, 
including his regular communications with members. 
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Nigel outlined how we are fulfilling the GA’s four objectives: 

Participation – various activities which involve many members 
 Autumn Leaf Clearing, in collaboration with the Council, and residents, co-

ordinated for a fourth year thanks to Sue Tritton. Tons of leaves from pavements 
and gullies were collected to make the area safer for everyone.  

 Grange Fair and Garden Outing – cancelled due to the epidemic, although 
Newington Library should reopen towards the end of April. 

 Community Councils. The GA has reps on the Grange & Prestonfield and 
Marchmont & Sciennes Community Councils. You are encouraged to attend 
meetings and to support them. 

Appreciation - Sharing information and knowledge of the area 
 Series of monthly winter talks – well-attended, excellent talks held live via Zoom. 

Thanks go to Jean McCutcheon, supported by Mark Batho  
 Grange Cemetery – there was a successful Doors Open Day event in September. 

Plenty of information was available to visitors including a Graves Walk with 21 
burials marked with information boards, as well as a Tree Trail thanks to Peter 
Pitkin. With very many thanks to the Cemetery Group for all their work. Many of 
the smaller fallen monuments have been re-erected as part of the ex-offenders 
training scheme supervised by a member of council staff. The Grange Association 
funded the re-erection of several larger stones for £2,500 and has commissioned a 
further 7 this year at £4,600 plus skip hire charge. 

Information  
 Newsletter – distributed to all residents three times each year – the January 2021 

edition was on-line only. Thanks to our editor Jenny Dawe. 
 Website – was migrated to a new platform for better security and performance. 

Nigel encouraged everyone to browse the website as there is plenty of interesting 
information available. The Forum has not yet been migrated to the new site. 
Thanks to Neil Robb who has managed and advised on this process.  

 

Development, Including Planning and Trees 
 All planning applications are detailed on our website where it is possible to sort 

the information on, for instance, postcode.  
 Members are emailed details of applications within their postcode.  
 In the last year applications increased from 95 in 2020 to 145 in 2021 of which 92 

were granted. The GA objected to 23, of which only 2 were approved in an 
unamended form.  

 The Planning Group has been approached by owners for advice and comment 
before submitting their planning applications – this is welcomed. 

 Other news includes the building of the Canaan Lane nursery and primary school 
which is nearing completion. It is the only school in the GA area. 

 Two out of the three Grange Road pedestrian and cycle crossings have been 
installed. This has been a slow development with consultation taking place in 
2016. The crossings are/will be located at: Lovers’ Loan outside the cemetery; at 
the junction of Grange Road with Lauder Road; and at the junction of Grange 
Road with Tantallon Place / Cumin Place. 

 Development of the Astley Ainslie site is also slow. The NHS is not leaving the 
site in the immediate future. The Astley Ainslie Community Trust is developing 
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proposals for unused areas. In the future a Place Brief will be issued and agreed 
with the council before the site can be sold or developed. 

 Tree work applications are monitored by Peter Pitkin and the details can be seen 
on our website. Peter commented on 10 out of 120 notifications and has been 
consulted 40 times for advice. Thanks to Peter.  
 
Nigel concluded by thanking everyone in what has been a difficult year for 
everyone.  

6. Honorary Treasurer’s report and adoption of accounts 

The Treasurer, Martin Sinclair, presented the accounts for 2021. The accounts were 
approved by the committee on 11 January and by the independent examiner on 7 
February. He noted the following: 
 

 A surplus for the year of £4,670 and £32,697 in the bank 
 There is a post balance sheet event of re-erecting 7 x headstones at a cost of 

£4,600. 
 

The accounts were adopted by the meeting: 
                      Proposed: Jim McGhee     Seconded: Malcolm Gourlay 

Appointment of Independent Examiner  
 Reappointment of Rick Ballard: 
                           Proposed: Jo Doake    Seconded: Richard Brown  
 
7. Adoption of membership fees for 2022/3 

 Martin’s recommendation that the fees should remain the same was agreed:  
      Proposed: Martin Sinclair   Seconded:  Nigel Ayton 
 
8. Grange Award 2022 

Nigel reported on a shortlist of 4 nominations for the Grange Award. Sue Tritton was 
nominated and given a special commendation for her leaf clearing organisation. The 
committee felt unable to make an award to another committee member despite the 
number of nominations received.  

The winner is Alan McKinney who has been instrumental in organizing the re-erection 
of monuments in the cemetery by a community pay-back team. The cemetery looks so 
much better. 

Sofia Leonard acknowledged the work of the cemetery group including the publication 
of several leaflets and securing funds from the council. Some 250 stones have been re-
erected. 

On receiving his award Alan said it was much appreciated and he was pleased to 
acknowledge the financial help with paying for steel rods and cement. 

 

9. Election of Office Bearers and Committee Members  

Lists of present and proposed committee members for 2022/23 were shown.  
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The nominations for the Office Bearers and committee members for 22/23 were as 
follows, with the year of first election shown in brackets: - 

 
             Office Bearers (serve for up to 4 years) 
             Chair:  Nigel Ayton (2019)  
             Vice chair:  Mark Batho (2022) 
             Hon Secretary:  Lucy Richardson (2020)  
             Hon Treasurer: Martin Sinclair (2019)  
 
            Committee (up to 8) (serve for up to 4 years)      
            Donald Henderson (2019) 
            Sue Tritton (2020) 
            Roger Kellett (2019) 
            Jean McCutcheon (2019)          
            Richard Brown (2020) 
            Neil Robb (2020)  
 Jenny Dawe (2022) 
 Matthew Nicholas (2022) 
   
 Notes: Changes include Jenny Dawe stepping down as vice chair to become a 

committee member. Mark Batho has taken her place having joined the committee 
last year. Matthew Nicholas was proposed as a new committee member.  The 
meeting approved the election as above. 

 
                                           Proposed: Adam Rennie    Seconded: Ann McGhie  

10. Members’ Contributions and Participation 

The committee is keen to encourage more involvement in our work and Nigel pointed 
people towards a form on our website which can be completed to indicate areas of 
interest. 

 

11. Question Time and AOCB 

 Stephen Fox of the Whitehouse and Grange Bowling Club encouraged people to 
celebrate its 150th anniversary this year. A tree planting ceremony took place 
last month with children from Sciennes Primary School and there will be an 
open day on 25 May. This season opens on 23 April and everyone is encouraged 
to join as a playing or non-playing member.  

 A member asked if revised planning applications are notified to neighbours? 
Nigel answered that if changes are made, these are not re-notified, so it was 
important to keep checking the council’s website. 

 
 

10. Conclusion  

The AGM closed at 19.50. It was followed by a talk by Professor Graham Stone of the 
University of Edinburgh on Planting Wildflower Meadows for Urban Pollinators.  
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Chair’s Report on 2022 to AGM 
– March 2023 

 
 

2022 saw our emergence from the constraints of the Coronavirus pandemic and a gradual return to 

normal.  However, our AGM on 15 March 2022 was still held remotely, with our members now very 

familiar with the Zoom videoconferencing. We are grateful for the understanding and support from 

our members who had readily adopted remote participation.  Indeed, it brought some unexpected 

positive consequences in increasing the participation at some of our Talks and our ability to record 

the proceedings and make them available online.  Nonetheless, we shall be pleased to be with our 

members in person once again for our 2023 AGM. 

 

Membership of the Grange Association 

continued to grow in 2022, despite the 

challenges of the coronavirus 

restrictions, which provides us with 

reassurance that the services we offer 

continue to be relevant and valuable to 

many in the Grange.  Our membership 

grew by 4% over the year, from 475 at 

the end of 2021 to 494 households at 

the end of 2022. Our Membership 

Secretary, Richard Brown, maintains 

the membership register and manages 

communications with members, for which we are grateful. 

 

We continue to seek ways to be more relevant to those who live and work in the Grange and to 

encourage membership and participation in our activities.  In line with our constitution, our services 

lie in four categories: Participation; Appreciation; Development; and Information. 

 

1. Participation 

For the fifth year, the Association led teams of residents in leaf clearing, collecting the fallen leaves 

from the pavements and gullies before they become mulched and slippery.  Sue Tritton leads this work 

and we are extremely grateful to her for the hard work and dedication she has provided to establish 

this leaf-clearing work as a much-appreciated and valuable contribution to the Grange and the 

community.  The teams work increasingly on their own initiative now in their own local areas, clearing 

fallen leaves at the most appropriate times before rain makes the work more difficult. The Council 

works with our teams, providing equipment and bags and arranging prompt collection of the filled 

bags. The  Roads & Pavements section of our website gives details.   

 

The Grange Fair was cancelled again in 2022 because the Newington Library had been closed and its 

reopening date was not confirmed in sufficient time to allow planning of a 2022 Fair. Its carpark is 

integral to the running of the Grange Fair.  However, we are delighted that the Grange Fair group has 

confirmed that the Fair will be back again on Saturday 13 May 2023, in its usual place in Fountainhall 

Road so please mark that date in your diaries. 

 

The Gardens group has also been constrained in recent years by the Coronavirus restrictions, with the 

usual summer outings being cancelled.  However, this group too is back to full strength and making 

plans for a summer outing once again.  Watch the gardens page of the website for details.  Edythe 

Murie has passed over the leadership of the gardens group to Lynn Errey and we are grateful to Edythe 

for all her work over the years with the outings and plant swaps. 
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We have continued to participate in the Community Councils that represent our area, providing input 

to consultations from the Council and others and joining the meetings which have been conducted 

online.   

 

2. Appreciation 

Our Events team, led by Jean McCutcheon, has managed the return to in-

person Talks at St Catherine’s Argyle, after two years of online events. The 

final three talks of the 2021-22 season were held online only, including an 

enlightening presentation on how to encourage urban pollinators and 

wildflower meadows.  Our first in-person talk, in October, was a 

fascinating presentation on the Honours of Scotland (Scottish crown 

jewels) and we have been very pleased by the good attendance at these 

events, where members can once again meet and maintain friendships. 

 

Our Grange Cemetery group provided very successful ‘Doors Open Days’ at the Grange Cemetery over 

the weekend 25-25 September. This followed the well-attended weekend in 2021 which had formed 

part of the City-wide Doors Open Days.  With no such centrally planned event in 2022, our Cemetery 

group took the initiative itself and planned the weekend and its advertising to great acclaim. Visitors 

were able to see inside the catacombs for the first time, and there was a tour of named graves with 

signboards giving historical information on each, and a tree trail.  The group continues to research and 

publish information about the Grange Cemetery, which has been popular with those seeking outdoor 

walks during lockdown.  Several members have worked to plant many spring bulbs which have greatly 

enhanced the appearance of the cemetery. We are grateful to the Council for providing the spring 

bulbs, for printing our booklets about notable burials, and for supporting the Open Days.  

 

One stalwart of the cemetery group has been Alan McKinney, who had taken the initiative to engage 

the Council’s ‘Community Payback’ scheme for ex-

offenders to work on the restoration of fallen stone 

monuments in the cemetery.  Alan also managed the 

procurement of professional stonemasons to re-erect 

larger monuments to their former glory. 

 

The Association presented Alan McKinney (left) with 

the Grange Award at the 2022 AGM for his services to 

the Association and to the wider community.  We 

were therefore greatly saddened to learn of his death 

in April.  He was a great friend and supporter to the 

Grange Association and we shall miss him. 

 

At the 2021 AGM, members identified their priorities for the Association’s exceptional expenditure on 

work in the community, with the restoration of monuments in the cemetery and the provision of 

benches being the two most popular.  During 2022, we have spent £4,614 on the restoration of large 

monuments by stonemasons, and £2,165 on a new bench in the cemetery.  This bench has been 

dedicated to the memory of Alan McKinney (above). 
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3. Development 

There is a separate report on our work to monitor all planning applications and applications for tree 

work in the Grange.  We are members of the Community Engagement Group for the redevelopment 

of the Astley Ainslie Hospital, that brings together the Community Councils, the City Council and the 

NHS to maintain liaison.  

 

4. Information 

 

Our Newsletters are our most important communication medium, as they are normally delivered, 

three times each year, to all 3,000 households and many businesses in the Grange. They therefore 

reach non-members as well as members.  

Our thanks go to Jenny Dawe, the newsletter editor, for maintaining 

consistently high-quality newsletters for us all with articles that are 

always interesting.  We know from feedback from members and non-

members that these newsletters are very well received and we are 

grateful to the band of deliverers, managed by Lucy Richardson, who 

deliver these door-to-door three times each year. 

Our website is now well established on its new more secure and 

robust platform with a new email system and members have 

commented on the improved performance. The site now includes our 

new forum where we are encouraging members and others to share 

information and their views on local matters. Given the increasing 

value of our electronic archives, we are pleased that this upgrade has 

also enabled us to implement a full disaster recovery plan with 

centralised cloud storage. We are grateful to Neil Robb for his efforts 

to create and embed the new website. The website has links to pages for each of our activities, as well 

as a Library with a rich source of historic and current information and maps.   

Members and others are encouraged to offer support, contributions and ideas to help with our work 

by registering to participate in the work of the Association. 

 

 

New Committee 

This is my final report as Chair of the Grange Association, after the maximum four years that our 

constitution permits.  With the passing of the restrictions of coronavirus, the Association is once again 

back to full strength, with the Grange Fair and the garden outing back in our summer schedules, as 

well as the in-person talks entertaining us over the winter months.  Thus, the Association is in good 

health with a growing membership and a strong Committee to whom I am very grateful for their 

support and wise counsel. New members are joining the Committee for 2023 and I am sure the 

Association will continue to grow and develop over the coming years.  I wish the new Chair and the 

new Committee every success. 

 

 

 

Nigel Ayton 

Chair 
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2022 Planning, Roads and Trees Report to AGM – 
March 2023 

 
 
Planning applications 

In 2022, there were 110 planning applications in the Grange, a 

reduction of 24% compared with 2021.  Of course, 2021 was 

abnormal, reflecting the recovery from the coronavirus pandemic 

which had constrained the design, building and planning 

industries and the high number of applications (145) in 2021 

reflected the clearing of the backlog. We appear to have returned 

to trend with the 110 applications in 2022.  

Of the 110 applications, 67 have already been granted, with a 

further 14 pending determination. Seven were notified as not 

requiring permission and there were also ten variations to 

previous grants of planning permission. Four applications were 

withdrawn and eight were refused, three of which are pending 

appeals. 

The Grange Association lodged objections on 14 of the 110 

applications (relating to a total of 13 

properties) and made a comment on one 

other. In some of these, changes were 

then made to soften the effect on the 

area.  Only two of the applications to 

which we objected have been granted 

unamended.  We have lodged objections 

on three of the 17 still pending a decision.  

For residential applications, we continue 

to press for adherence to the Grange 

Conservation Area Character Appraisal 

and to guard against the risks identified in 

that document: 

 

 Over-development, infilling the spaces between properties that create the open green 

character of the Grange; 

 Paving over front gardens to create off-street parking with the loss of soft landscaping; 

 Destruction of original walling or street features, such as gate piers and railings; 

 Use of non-traditional materials, such as uPVC and aluminium, for windows, doors and 

cladding. 

 

The City of Edinburgh Council has taken full advantage of the recent Scottish legislation concerning 

the regulation of short-term lets (STL) and has designated the entire City as a STL Control Area. This 

means that any premises used for STL must hold (or have applied for) an STL licence by April 2023.  

Part of the conditions for obtaining an STL licence is that planning permission for use as STL (rather 

than as residential) has been granted.  Although such change-of-use planning permission is already 
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required for commercial STL, the enforcement of this to date has been readily challenged and 

constrained by resources in the planning team.  It will be much more effective for the licensing team 

instead to identify unlicensed STLs and to serve enforcement notices on the unarguable grounds of 

the absence of a licence. There is therefore a rush of applications from existing STLs which do not have 

the appropriate planning permission and so require change-of-use permission to be able to acquire a 

STL licence. Two of the five refusals of planning permission in 2022 related to such change-of-use 

applications. The Grange Association welcomes the application of the STL Control Area and the 

Council’s policy of refusing planning permission where a STL will be detrimental to neighbours. This is 

likely to make big improvements to the residential areas that have suffered from excessive and poorly 

managed STLs especially those with shared stairways. 

The Canaan Lane Primary School opened on schedule in August 2022 and it is good to see children in 

that school now.  It is the only school within the Grange Association area.   

We continue to support the work of the Astley Ainslie Community Engagement Group (CEG), under its 

chair Matthew Nicholas, concerning plans for the redevelopment of the hospital site. Although the 

NHS’s Lothian Strategic Development Framework from April 2022 said that proposals for Astley Ainslie 

Hospital would be developed in years 2/3, there remains no commitment to a planned date when 

NHS Lothian would expect to vacate the site.  We remain assured that no sale process for any part of 

the site will be initiated before the City Council has developed and approved a Place Brief that will set 

out the principles to be considered in assessing planning applications for the site. We note that the 

City Plan 2030 for Edinburgh includes Astley Ainslie as a potential site for 500 ‘housing units’.   

Our committee includes a sub-group which reviews all applications in the Grange area for planning 

permission or for listed building consent.  Where members have agreed we can use their e-mail 

addresses, we notify them of the applications close to them.  For the more significant applications, we 

invite comments from the wider membership on our web forum.  Details of all applications are 

accessible from the planning pages on our website. 

If you would like to join this sub-group to help with the work reviewing planning applications in the 

Grange, please complete the “Participate” form on our web site. 

 

Roads & Pavements 

The response to the Council’s engagement exercise in April-May 2021, concerning proposals to extend 

the Controlled Parking Zones to include the present B1 ‘Residents Priority Parking’ area, were 

presented to the Transport & Environment Committee in December 2022.  The Committee decided to 

commence the statutory process to introduce controlled parking to the B1 area.  This will include a 

formal consultation later in 2023 on the detailed Traffic Regulation Order (TRO). 

We still await the final crossing of the three promised for Grange Road, after the zebra at Lover’s Loan 

and the signalled crossing at Lauder Road were installed in 2021. After a lengthy delay, the final design 

for the final crossing, at Tantallon Place / Cumin Place, has now been published as a TRO and should 

be installed later this year (see overleaf). 
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TRO/21/17B – Proposed road layout for Grange Road crossing at Tantallon Place / Cumin Place 

 

 

Nigel Ayton 

Planning 
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Trees report 2022 

87 proposals for work on trees in the conservation area were notified to the council in 2022. This is 

significantly fewer than in 2021 (120) or 2020 (105), perhaps because people are no longer confined 

to their gardens and less concerned with their immediate surroundings than during the Covid 

restrictions, or perhaps because they have spent all their money on food and fuel. Approximately fifty 

cases involved the felling of one or more trees, but in five or six of these the trees were dead (it is 

questionable whether the council needs to be notified of the felling of a dead tree). 

Five cases involved trees protected by a Tree Preservation Order (TPO). Two of these were in Wyvern 

Park (TPO 44): one, for removing the branch of an ash tree, was approved; the second, proposing to 

remove two other ash trees, was refused. The most significant loss of a protected tree, however, was 

a sweet (Spanish) chestnut in the grounds of Woodland, Canaan Lane (TPO 107). This was a large and 

nicely shaped tree but there were clear signs of advanced decay at the base of the trunk. 

The remaining two cases, relating to the cutting back of trees on Newbattle Terrace (the new TPO 195 

confirmed in August 2021) and Grange Loan/Whitehouse Terrace (the Astley Ainsley TPO 147), were 

given a ‘mixed decision’ allowing only very limited trimming and the removal of dead wood. 

Of the other 82 notifications, the council made one new TPO (subsequently confirmed), for a sycamore 

in the back garden of 6 Blackford Road. This is one of the more notable trees in this part of the Grange, 

both in its stature (around 55 ft) and its age - probably at least 150 years. It is not close to the road so, 

although it is clearly visible, its impact on the landscape is not immediate, but like other trees that 

are set back behind and between houses it contributes significantly to the established leafy character 

of the conservation area. 

In 74 cases the council’s decision was ‘not make a TPO’, four notifications are recorded as having been 

withdrawn, and in four cases applicants were informed that permission was not required because the 

work proposed (felling) was ‘urgently required in the interests (sic) of public safety’. One of these 

‘urgently required’ decisions resulted in the loss of a fine copper beech in the grounds of Esdaile Bank 

on Kilgraston Road. This was a well-formed tree that made for a focal point against the wall at the end 

of the main driveway. Although the trunk showed no obvious signs of decay the council reported that 

‘due to structural concern there is an acute risk that the tree could fail once in full leaf’. The owners 

are required to plant a replacement, but it has not yet been done. 

A proposal to fell a substantial lime tree in the back garden of 10 Grange Road submitted in February 

was withdrawn following correspondence with the council. The tree is a conspicuous feature of the 

north end of Findhorn Place. A second application was submitted in November which proposed the 

removal of two limes in the front garden and the ‘pollarding’ of the Findhorn Place tree. The council’s 

decision was ‘not make a TPO’, but for the removal of the two limes on Grange Road it once more 

judged ‘permission not required’ on public safety grounds. These trees (still standing on 16.02.23) in 

front of the house are a significant feature of the lower (E) end of Grange Road, arguably having more 

amenity value than the tree at the back. Although the application cites ‘health and safety’ of the trees 

as the justification for felling, it gives no information about the state of their health or about any risk 

to the public. The council’s correspondence with the applicant, posted on the website, is 

undecipherable. 

Two further losses deserve attention - both perhaps inevitable. An inspection by a contractor of trees 

in a garden at the junction of South Lauder Road and Fountainhall Road revealed the presence of 

brittle cinder fungus (Kretzschmaria deusta) on the base of a stately and very attractive lime tree. This 

parasitic fungus rots the wood from the inside outwards, eventually killing a tree. Before taking any 
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action the owner wished to confirm the prognosis so commissioned an ultrasound (tomography) 

survey. This indicated extensive decay and a large central cavity. The tree was subsequently felled, 

and these findings were confirmed.  

A proposal to fell a large ash tree affected by ash die-back in a garden on the S side of Dick Place was 

approved. This tree had been dying back over the past few years (reported in the Grange Newsletter) 

and by the middle of the year was showing very little foliage. It was a good specimen 60 or 70ft high, 

of about the same age as a recently dead ash on the N side of the Carlton Cricket Club ground. 

More generally, despite the loss of at least one other tree to ash die-back, there are signs that trees 

affected by the fungus may be recovering, or at worst holding their own. Trees with dead twigs and 

branches could be seen with healthy new foliage growing from further back, and even by the end of 

the season there were few trees showing newly dead material. 

Although we have seen relatively few losses of what we might consider special trees, concerns remain 

about smaller less significant trees being progressively removed. In many parts of the Grange trees 

that would not of themselves warrant a TPO contribute to the amenity and character of the area, 

reducing noise and pollution. Over the past few years we have seen the gradual removal of trees on 

Oswald Road, Hatton Place and Fountainhall Road for example, leaving exposed gaps in what were 

formerly sheltered sylvan settings.  

In 2022 the association made representations to the council concerning 14 notified cases. I have 

responded to approximately 33 requests for advice or information. 

 

Peter Pitkin 
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GA Committee 2022/23
(those standing down in red)

Office bearers  (4 years max in any office) Ordinary members  (4 years max; 8 no. max)

Role Name Other activities First 

elected

Name Activities First 

elected

Chair Nigel Ayton Planning;

MSCC liaison
2019 Richard Brown Membership 2020

Vice-Chair Mark Batho Events 2022 Jenny Dawe Newsletter editor;

Grange cemetery
2022

Hon Treasurer Martin Sinclair 2019 Donald Henderson 2019

Hon Secretary Lucy Richardson Grange Fair liaison;
Newsletter distribution

2020 Roger Kellett Astley Ainslie CEG; 

Planning
2019

Co-opted members in 2022/23 Jean McCutcheon Events 2019

Peter Pitkin Tree advice Matthew Nicholas Planning 2022

Neil Robb Online services 2020

Sue Tritton Leaf & snow clearing;

GPCC liaison; Planning
2020

Hon President:  Sofia Leonard
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GA Committee 2023/24

(Proposed) (changes in red)

Office bearers  (4 years max in any office) Ordinary members  (4 years max; 8 no. max)

Role Name Other activities First 

elected

Name Activities First 

elected

Chair John Elliot 2023 Maggie Anderson Events 2023

Vice-Chair Mark Batho Events 2022 Jenny Dawe Newsletter editor;

Grange cemetery
2022

Hon Treasurer Richard Brown
(interim)

Membership; 

Home energy
2023 Molly Ludlam Home energy 2023

Hon Secretary Lucy Richardson Grange Fair liaison;
Newsletter distribution

2020 Peter Pitkin Trees 2023

Other roles Neil Robb Online services 2020

Nigel Ayton Planning Sue Tritton Leaf & snow clearing;

GPCC liaison; 

Planning; Cemetery

2020

Donald Henderson MSCC liaison

Matthew Nicholas Astley Ainslie CEG Vacancy x2

Lynn Errey Garden group

Hon President:  Sofia Leonard
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GA Committee 2023/24

For endorsement by AGM

Office bearers  (4 years max in any office) Ordinary members  (4 years max; 8 no. max)

Role Name Other activities First 

elected

Name Activities First 

elected

Chair John Elliot 2023 Maggie Anderson Events 2023

Vice-Chair Mark Batho Events 2022 Jenny Dawe Newsletter editor;

Grange cemetery
2022

Hon Treasurer Richard Brown
(interim)

Membership; 

Home energy
2023 Molly Ludlam Home energy 2023

Hon Secretary Lucy Richardson Grange Fair liaison;
Newsletter distribution

2020 Peter Pitkin Trees 2023

Other roles Neil Robb Online services 2020

Sue Tritton Leaf & snow clearing;

GPCC liaison; 

Planning; Cemetery

2020

Vacancy x2

Hon President:  Sofia Leonard
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Grange Association     

 

 

Please complete the form at:  

www.grangeassociation.org/participate 

or fill in your details below and email to: 

chair@grangeassociation.org 

By entering your details above, you consent under the terms of the General Data Protection Regulation to the Grange Association 

retaining the information you provide to enable it to contact you about the activities you indicate.  Your information will not be shared 

with any third party to the extent permissible by law. 

 

 

Thank you for offering to participate in our work with the community 

in the Grange.  Please indicate the areas in which you wish to 

participate or contribute. 

 
Mark “X” to 

indicate interest 
Planning applications (review and comment)  

Autumn leaf clearing and winter snow clearing  

Web site and social media  

Garden exchange group  

Environmental and home energy saving initiatives  

Grange Cemetery – research on burials  

Grange Cemetery – plants, trees and gardening  

Newsletter distribution  

Other  (please specify areas of interest) 

 
 

 

 

Name  

Email  

Telephone  

Address  

Postcode  
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